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REVISITING THE ISSUE OF FUTURE
TEACHERS’ POLITICAL CULTURE FORMATION

Political culture and active social position of future teachers is of special importance because they are responsible
for formation of future Ukrainian citizens, educating their national consciousness, civic culture, patriotism, tolerance,
etc. The research aims to reveal the peculiarities of forming political culture of students of pedagogical specialties and
the role of “Political Studies” discipline in it. The following political culture components have been distinguished:
political maturity, political consciousness, political competence. The results of the carried out survey have shown that
students do not have profound knowledge of the state system of Ukraine and their attitude towards political events
happening is quite indifferent, which is indicative of the necessity of improving their level of political culture. The im-
plementation of “Political studies” discipline into the curriculum of higher pedagogical institutions can help with it as
it gives knowledge about the essence of political views, directions, parties, and can engage students into extracurricular
activities of political focus which will obviously contribute to the development of their level of political culture.
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Introduction

The issue of young generation’s political culture be-
comes especially significant in unstable periods of socio-
political development of the country. Considering the fact
that today Ukraine faces great transformations this topic is
absolutely relevant and urgent.

The modern system of higher education has an im-
portant task of training graduates who should have not
only high level of professionalism but mature civic posi-
tion, political culture which meets modern requirements.
Many state documents and regulations put forward this
requirement, for instance, the Law of Ukraine “On Higher
Education”, National Strategy of the Development of
Ukrainian Education up to 2021, the Concept of National
Patriotic Education, etc.

The necessity of forming political culture, civic posi-
tion of young people is covered in the works of philoso-
phers, political experts, sociologists, lawyers, pedagogues,
etc.

The state has the bright future only in case it has ed-
ucated youth. The character and directions of the state
policy, its stability and development depend on the level
of young generation’s political culture.

The concept of political culture was introduced in
science by philosopher J. Haider, but it became widely-
used in 50s of the last century by American political ex-
perts H. Almond, G. Powell, who defined it as “patterns
of individual positions and orientations concerning policy
of the participant of a certain political system, as a subjec-
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tive sphere making ground for political acts and providing
them with the meaning” [4, p. 50]. Then this phenomenon
was further investigated in the scientific work “Civic
Culture” by G. Almond and S. Verba [5], where political
culture is considered as a political system manifested in
knowledge, feelings, assessments and intentions of the
society. It was also regarded as a set of psychological
orientations of people concerning political phenomena.

English researchers A. Kardiner and S. Bite empha-
size the objective aspect of political culture, referring
political activity and behavior to it. This idea is also sup-
ported by famous sociologist and political expert
V. Kryvoshein who states that political culture is typical
integral characteristics of individual or common social
subject and social institutions, and the society in general,
which trace the level of the development of their political
consciousness, activity and behavior [3, p. 493-494].

In other words, political culture is a kind of activity
of the society in terms of political relations which reflects
the level of political activity and maturity of the subjects.
It covers various components and levels, for example, the
culture of subjects’ attitude towards political authorities;
culture of electoral process, culture of the formation of
political and social institutions, culture of political behav-
ior and communication, etc.

We share the opinion of S. Hrytsai who believes that
there are significant contradictions between the necessity
of educating politically mature youth and insufficient
skills of teaching staff to make it real; between the neces-
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sity of future teachers’ political culture formation and
poor methodological foundations providing these compo-
nents of pedagogues’ professional competence [2, p. 4].

O. Vnukova states that nowadays the addressing of
these challenges should be one of the main goals for our
country. The formation of future university teachers’ politi-
cal culture is a long and complex process in which the state
should act like a leading force. The “state-society” interac-
tion as well as intercultural ‘dialogue’ should be the basis of
university students’ training [1, p. 60].

S. Hrytsai is right noting that “the high level of political
culture is the main prerequisite of real democratization of the
state” [2, p. 3]. It is very true that the level of people’s politi-
cal culture forms the political system of the state, and has a
strong impact on the structure of political actors.

These challenges can be addressed only by socially
mature pedagogues with flexible socio-political state of
mind, stable social position, mature skills of socio-
political activity and profound knowledge in moral, so-
cial, and political aspects of education. That is why it is so
important to form and develop students’ political culture
as a significant component of their professional training
[2, p. 1].

The formation of young people’s political culture in-
volves the solution of the following pedagogical tasks:

1) forming their interest in politics;

2) developing the need for political self-education;

3) contributing to mastering democratic standards
and values; transforming political knowledge into stable
beliefs;

4) creating favorable conditions for acquiring
knowledge about political traditions and history of coun-
tries;

5) educating students’ indifference, responsibility,
law-obedience;

6) contributing to understanding of political freedom
as human rights;

7) assistance in understanding global human prob-
lems;

8) educating need for participating in socio-political
life, etc. [1, p. 60-61].

The formation of future teachers’ political culture is
affected by internal and external factors.

The internal factors involve desire and need for pro-
fessional self-development, understanding social role of a
teaching profession, etc. They are regulated by the exter-
nal ones, created by the environment. The most signifi-
cant ones are those which are purposefully organized. It is
about the educational process in terms of higher education
because it provides an opportunity of expedient and long-
term impact on the professional development of a student,
the formation of his/her social position, etc. Besides, this
process can be observed and controlled by the university
teachers. It provides an opportunity to correct and predict
further actions aimed at the formation of students’ politi-
cal culture [2, p. 10].

One of the significant components of future teachers’
political culture is political maturity which is character-
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ized by political consciousness, high level of political
awareness, clear and stable civic position, understanding
human and civil rights, high social activeness.

Future teachers’ political culture is closely connected
with political competence which involves the system of
motives, knowledge, skills, personal qualities which de-
fine their social maturity and help them to provide politi-
cal education of schoolchildren.

The paper aims to examine future teachers’ attitude
towards politics and suggest the ways of improving the
level of their political culture.

Research methods

In order to examine the students’ knowledge of the
essence of political culture in general, as well as their
knowledge in the fields of political system of Ukraine,
acting political parties, etc. we have designed a question-
naire consisting of 20 statements of different types (alter-
native questions, open-ended questions, closed questions).
365 students majoring in various fields took part in the
experiment which was held at Ushynsky University.

The questionnaires were voluntarily filled in by the
students during extracurricular activities.

Besides, we also conducted interviews with the ex-
periment participants in order to examine their attitude to
the “Political Studies” discipline and their interest in the
political events taking place in Ukraine, which were vol-
unteer as well. The interviewing gave the opportunity for
the students to discuss the issues which were not covered
by the questionnaire and to comments their answers.

Research Results

Having analyzed the questionnaire result it has been
found that 78% of the respondents are proud of their
origin. It means that in the years of Ukraine’s independ-
ency special attention has been paid to the patriotic educa-
tion and the development of national consciousness of
young people. Besides, we believe that the events taking
place in the east of Ukraine also play a significant role in
the development of youth’s attitude towards the country.

The students’ replies and the carried out interviews
have shown that among the governing institutions (au-
thorities) the respondents distinguish the president of
Ukraine, Verkhovna Rada, Cabinet of Ministers of
Ukraine, and government (though the latter two concepts
are equal). Though it should be noted that the students
have no idea of what every of them is responsible for and
what their duties are. During the interviews the respond-
ents’ answers were brief and unclear.

Concerning the political parties in the parliament of
Ukraine, the students were undecided as well. Some of
them could list some of them without indicating their
leaders and main program strategies.

When the respondents were asked if they were inter-
ested in the political processes taking place in Ukraine,
49% negatively relied, and 42% indicated that they be-
came aware of them accidently hearing some news on TV
or internet or listening to their parents’ talks. Only 9% of
the respondents concern themselves with political events
and regularly check out the recent news. It has been also




found that 16% of the students have participated in politi-
cal moves, meetings, demonstrations, and the rest of the
respondents have stated that they consider these measures
senseless.

Concerning the state policy, 62% believe that it
should be based on democratic principles, 29% are sure
that Ukraine needs an autocratic leader able to bring dis-
cipline to the country; 9% of the respondents were unde-
cided.

When the students were asked if they would join the
army to fight for the independency of Ukraine, 44% posi-
tively replied, 12% would definitely not do that, and 44%
of the respondents were undecided and did not want to
comment. These results are quite alarming because the
absence of the desire to defend one’s country is indicative
of the immature civic position and indifference in the
future of the state.

It should be noted that the obtained results show
quite slight knowledge of the respondents about the state
structure of Ukraine and rather passive attitude and indif-
ference towards political events taking place in it.

Discussion

During the interviews we have found out that the
students’ attitude towards political situation in Ukraine is
based on the influence of mass media and their parents’
opinions. Many of them told about their disrespect and
distrust of the president and government, noting that they
did not fulfill promises given during their election cam-
paign. Besides, their attitudes towards the policy and
government of the country are negatively affected by the
antiterrorist operation in the east of Ukraine, where some
of them have lost their relatives or friends.

Thus, according to the data obtained that there is an
urgent need for the formation of the students’ political
culture and conscious civic position.

We believe that in terms of higher education the sit-
uation can be improved by means of “Political Studies”
discipline, which will help students understand the es-
sence of political views, parties, and trends. The curricu-
lum should touch upon the issues of political schools of
thought, conceptions and directions. The implementation
of the lessons should result in the students’ awareness of
the essence of authorities and political life of the country
and world in general, as well as international political
affairs; human and citizens’ rights; and be able to use the
acquired knowledge in their professional and social as-
pects of life.
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Besides, we suggest that the implementation of inter-
active teaching methods within the course of “Political
Studies” will contribute to the increase of students’ inter-
est in it: for example, active discussions, seminars, round-
table discussions, role-plays, conferences, studio discus-
sions (similar to TV ones) with the participation of fa-
mous political experts whose roles can be performed by
the students themselves.

Alongside the lessons in political studies we consider
it necessary to carry out purposeful work in terms of ex-
tracurricular activities with future teachers with the aim to
form their political culture. For example, one can create a
political club as a part of extracurricular activities, where
students can use mastered knowledge and skills in de-
signed real-life situations, as well as gain practical experi-
ence in case of organizing political education of school
students.

We believe that the encouraging of students to par-
ticipate in these kinds of activities will have positive im-
pact on the development of the level of their political
culture and civic position.

Conclusion

Summing up it should be noted that political culture
is a significant component of general and professional
culture of future teachers.

Having conducted the survey, we have found that the
students’ awareness of political life of their country is
very low. They have no mature civic position and are not
interested in political events taking place both in Ukraine
and the world. Besides, they are influenced by the opin-
ions of their relatives and mass media.

We have made a conclusion that the results obtained
are quite alarming and there is an urgent necessity for
addressing this challenge. We believe that it is up to uni-
versity teachers to help students gain necessary
knowledge and choose civic position to be conscious
citizens of our country.

In our opinion, the “Political Studies” discipline im-
plemented in the curricula of higher pedagogical institu-
tions together with organizing extracurricular activities
will have positive effect on the development of students’
political culture. In our further research studies, we are
going to select the most impactful teaching techniques
and significant topics which should be added to the course
of teaching the above mentioned subject to the students
majoring in pedagogical specialties, as well as to check
their efficiency.

protsesi vyshhoho pedahohichnoho navchalnoho zakladu
[Forming future teachers’ political culture in terms of
higher pedagogical institutions]. Extended abstract of
candidate ’s thesis. Kharkiv [in Ukrainian].

3. Kryvoshein, V. (2014). Politychna kultura [Polit-
ical culture]. Navchalnyi entsyklopedychnyi slovnyk-
dovidnyk z politolohii — Dictionary in political studies. N.
M. Khoma (Ed.). Lviv: Novyi Svit [in Ukrainian].




4. Almond, G., Verba, S. (1963). The Civic Cul-
ture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations.
Princeton, New Jersey : Princeton University Press [in
English].

JITEPATYPA

1.Buykosa O. [1. ®opmyBaHHS MOJITUYHOI KYJIBTY-
pu MaiOyTHIX mnenaroriB npodeciiHO-TEeXHIYHUX HaB-
YaJbHUX  3aKIadiB  SK  [ejaroriyHa  mpobiema
/ O. 11. Buykosa // Tlemarorika i mcuxosorist npogeciitnoi
ocsitu. — 2003. — Ne 1. — C. 59-69.

2.Tpumaii C. M. ®opMyBaHHS MONMITHIHOT KYJIBTYPH
MaiOyTHBOTO BUMTENS B HABYAJIHHO-BUXOBHOMY IIPOIIECi
BHIIIOTO TIEJaroTiYHOTO HABYAIBHOTO 3aKiary : aBTOped.
JWC. Ha 3400yTTS HAyK. CTYNEHsS KaHJ. MeJ. HayK : CIICIl.
13.00.04 «Teopis i Meroauka mpodeciiHOl OCBITH»
/ C. M. I'punaii. — Xapkis, 2009. — 22 c.

lNedazoeika — Education

5. Kidwell, K. S. (2009). Politics, Performativity,
Autopoiesis: Toward a Discourse Systems Theory of
Political Culture. Cultural Studies. Critical
Methodologies, (Vol. 9), (pp. 533-558) [in English].

3.Kpusomein B. [oniTnuna KynbTypa
/l HapuanpHMi E€HUMKIONEIUYHUN CIIOBHUK-IOBIIHUK 3
noitonorii / 3a Hayk. pen. H. M. Xomu. — JIbBiB: HoBuii
CgiT2000, 2014. - 779 c.

4.The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democ-
racy in Five Nations. By Gabriel A. Almond and Sidney
Verba. — Princeton, New Jersey : Princeton University
Press, 1963. — 562 p.

5.Kidwell K. S. Politics, Performativity, Autopoie-
sis: Toward a Discourse Systems Theory of Political
Culture / K. S. Kidwell // Cultural Studies. — Critical

Methodologies. — 2009. — Ne 9. — P. 533-558.

Ceéimnana Muxaiiniena Haymkina,

O0OKMOp NOMIMUYHUX HAYK, npoghecop,

3as8idysay Kageopu NOTIMUYHUX HAYK i npasd,

ITig0ennoyxpaincokuil HayionanbHull nedazoziynuil yHisepcumem imeni K. /. Yuuncoroeo,
syn. Cmaponopmo@panxiscoka, 26, m. Odeca, Yxpainua,

Mapia Muponisna bnixap,

KaHOUOam eKOHOMIYHUX HAYK, O0yeHm Kagheopu KOHCIUmyyiiHo20 ma MidCHapoOHO20 npasa,
Hayionanvuuii ynieepcumem «JIvgiscorxa nonimexuikay,

eyn. C. banoepu, 12, m. Jlvsis, Yxpaina

JI0 MPOBJIEMH ®OPMYBAHHSI MOJITUYHOI KYJIbTYPU MAMBYTHIX YUUTEJIB

AKTyanbHICTh JOCHIHKEHHS 3yMOBJICHA COI[IalbHO-MOJITHIHUMHU 3MIHAMH, 10 BiOYBalOTHCS CHOTOMHI B HAIIIH
KpaiHi. 3Bakalouu Ha Iie, BAXIMBUM 3aBJaHHIM BHIIOI IIKOJH 1ocTae GJOpMyBaHHS 0COOMCTOCTI Mail0yTHIX (haxiBLiB,
SIKI HE JIWIIe MalOTh BHCOKHUH piBeHB MpodecioHanizMy, a i chopMOBaHy aKTHBHY TPOMAASHCHKY TO3HIIIIO, TOMITHIHY
KynbTypy. HeoOXigHiCTE popMyBaHHS MONITHIHOI KyIbTYPH, TPOMAITHCHKOI MO3MIII{ OCOOINBO CTOCYETHCS CTYICHTIB
BHIIMX TENaroTiYHIX HABYANBHHUX 3aKIAdiB, OCKIJIBKH caMme IM HaJIe)KHUTh MPOBiIHA poib y (OopMyBaHHI MaiOyTHIX
rpoMasisiH YKpaiHH, BUXOBaHHI B HUX HalliOHAJIILHOI CaMOCBIZIOMOCTI, TPOMaITHCHKOT KYJIBTYPH, aTPiOTU3MY, ToJIepa-
HTHOCTI TOIIO. MeTor AOCHIPKEHHS € BU3HAUYEHHS CYTHOCTI MpobiieMu (OpMyBaHHS TOJITHYHOI KYJIBTYPH 1 MICIII
HaB4aibHOI aucruiiau «[lomitomoris» B ii ¢popMyBaHHI, TOCTiIKEHHS CTaHy c(pOPMOBAHOCTI MOJITHYHOI KYJIbTypH
MaiOyTHIX yuurteniB. [lyisl JOCSITHEHHS 3a3HaueHOT METH BUKOPHCTAHO 3arajJbHOHAYKOBI METOIM TEOPETUYHOTO PIBHSI:
aHaJli3 HayKOBOI JIiTepaTypH, y3arajJbHeHHs oJiepkaHol iHdopMallii, a TAKOXX METOIU eMITIPUYHOIO PIBHS: LIJIECHPSMO-
BaHe crocrepiraHus, Oeciii, aHKeTYBaHHs TOLIO. BUCBITIIEHO MiXOIM Cy4acHMX HAYKOBILIB IO BU3HA4Y€HHS CYTHOCTI
MOJITUYHOI KYJIBTYpU MalOyTHIX y4uTeniB 1 uuisxiB 1 ¢opMyBaHHs y mporueci nmpogeciiHol HiArOTOBKH Y BUILOMY
NearorivHoMy HaBYaJIbHOMY 3akiaji. [loniTHyHa KyJIbTypa € BaXKIIMBOIO CKIIAJIOBOIO MpodeciiiHol KyIbTypH MailOyT-
HIX YYWTEJB, 0 XapaKTepPU3yeEThCs IXHIMU JOCSTHEHHSIMHM B 3aCBOEHHI MOJITUYHUX 3HaHb, YMiHb, HOPM 1 TpaanIii
CYCHIUIBHO-TIOJITUYHOI AiSIBHOCTI, SIKi JO3BOJISIIOTH PETYJIIOBATH CBOI MOJITHYHI Aii, TOBEIHKY 1 BUCTYIIalOTh OCHOBOIO
TOTOBHOCTI 3/IMICHIOBATH TPOMAJSIHChKE BMXOBAHHS ITIiJJPOCTAIOYOTrO IOKOJIHHA. Pe3ynbTaTé aHKeTyBaHHS BHSBHIM
JIOCUTh TTOBEPXOBI 3HAHHS CTYJICHTIB IIOJ0 JEP>KaBHOTO yCTPOIO YKpaiHW W IEepeBaXHO IMAaCHBHE CTaBJICHHS 10 I10JIi-
TUYHUX MO/, AKi BiIOYBAIOTHCS CHOTOJIHI B IEPKaBi, IO CBIYUTH PO HEOOXiMHICTh POPMYBAHHS TXHBOT MOJITHIHOT
KynsTypH. [IpoBigHy ponb y GpopMyBaHHI MOJITHYHOI KYJIbTypH MaiOyTHIX YYUTENIB Bilirpae HaBUaJIbHa JAUCIUILIIHA
«[TomiTomnoris», sika gomoMarae po3iopaTHCh y CYTHOCTI MOJITHYHUX MOTIIAIB, TeUil, MapTii, a TAKOXK 3aJTy4EeHHS CTY-
JICHTIB 0 110332y JUTOPOI pOOOTH MOITHYHOTO CIPSMYBAaHHS.
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