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THE CONCEPT OF FOOD PRODUCTS� QUALITY UNDER 
THE LEGISLATION OF UKRAINE AND THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Abstract. The consequences of using hazardous food products may pose not only a threat to consumers� 
health but also for their lives. Besides the direct harm to health, disease cause also economic losses for employers, 
due to the absence of an employee in the workplace and the need to pay for the period of his/her disability, and 
state funds spent on paying disability pensions. Therefore, the relevance of this article is due to these factors and 
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aimed at improving Ukrainian legislation in the sphere of food products� quality, its adaptation to the requirements 
existing in European countries. 

The objective of the article is to define the essence of the concept of �quality of food products�. 
The definition of �quality of food products� under the laws of Ukraine and the European Union is analyzed 

in the article. Based on the synthesis of scientific achievements of domestic and foreign scientists the author has 
reviewed existing approaches to food products� quality. The features of administrative and legal regulation of food 
products� quality in the overall regulation system of relations on the safety and quality of food products are 
characterized; propositions to improve domestic regulations in this area are provided. 

A quality of food products is offered to understand as a set of its properties that ensure product compliance 
with the requirements of some consumer groups. It is concluded that �the quality of food products� is a subjective 
evaluation concept. The state regulation of food products� quality should concern to certain groups of food 
products with specific characteristics. These are traditional and dietetic foods and food products for babies. 
However, the term �standard� means a regulated complex of requirements to a definite food product, it is a 
measure of competitiveness according to technical and economic indicators that characterize the ability of a 
product, its properties to meet certain requirements. Quality standards � these are the standards that are regulated 
by competitive relations and do not require control by the state. 

Key words: food products� quality, standards of food products� quality, administrative and legal 
regulation, the European Union. 
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