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RECOGNITION OF FOREIGN EDUCATIONAL DOCUMENTS (NOSTRIFICATION) IN
UKRAINE

Abstract. The relevance of the problem of foreign educational documents recognition (nostrification) is due to
the intensification of labour migration processes, population mobility, as well as the formation of a unified educational
and scientific space within the Bologna process. There is a need to quickly introduce a number of systemic and
structural changes in higher education in accordance with the recommendation documents of the European Union. The
issue of globalization and migration of population, mobility of specialists have actualized the issue of nostrification
of educational diplomas not only in Ukraine but also in other countries of the world. The analysis of normative-
legal support and features of procedures for the recognition of foreign educational documents (nostrification) allows
enriching the experience in the implementation of this procedure, understanding of its social, educational, economic,
and cultural-integrative functions. The aim of the article is to provide an overview and analysis of the procedure for
recognition of foreign educational documents in Ukraine. Research methods applied: general scientific methods: to
study the procedural features of the recognition of foreign diplomas in Ukraine and some EU countries; to analyze
legal acts regulating the recognition procedure; to analyze and compare statistical data reflecting certain demographic
and migration trends. As a result of the research, the main problems on the way to unification of approaches to
the procedure of recognition of foreign documents on education were identified. The analytical data obtained are
important for understanding the essence of the problem with educational documents recognition, the experience

exchange between the EU countries and Ukraine.

Key words: recognition of foreign educational documents, nostrification, Bologna process, European educational

space, European standards.

Introduction.  Globalization and migration
problems, «hunting» of creative and talented people by
big corporations, mobility of specialists have actualized
the problem of foreign educational documents recognition
(nostrification) in Ukraine and in other countries of the
world. Both the procedure for the acknowledgement of
educational documents of specialists in another country
and the consequences of their personal, professional and
social adaptation in it are important. Namely:

- legalization of educational documents, giving
them a legal force;

- opportunity to work in their area of specialization;

- fastadaptation to the profession and to the country
of residence;

- minimization of personal and professional risks;

- integration into the social environment of another
country;

- cultural assimilation, etc.

The relevance of the problem of foreign
educational documents recognition (nostrification) is
due to an accession of Ukraine to the Bologna Process,
which is accompanied by the formation of a common
educational and scientific space and the development of
unified criteria and standards in the field of education.

Therefore, there is a need for rapid implementation of
a number of systemic and structural changes in higher
education in accordance with the recommendation
documents of the European Union, unification of
approaches to the recognition of foreign diplomas in
education (nostrification) in the EU countries.

The procedure of foreign educational documents
recognition (formerly - nostrification) aims to ensure
the rights of citizens who have gained their education
in other countries to continue their education and / or
professional activities in Ukraine and is carried out on an
individual basis.

The relevance of the study of this problem is also
confirmed by the fact that according to statistics of the
Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates
(ECFMQG) about 44% of foreign graduates (medical
profile) take exams to confirm their higher education
diploma every year [1].

Analysis of migration movement statistics in
Ukraine proves that the number of migrants arriving
and departing from the country is constantly growing.
And this shows that the search for a job in a new place
of residence by specialists requires confirmation of
educational diplomas. According to the State Statistics

192

© Xopyxa JI. JI., Kosanenko C. I1., Bosrpyk H. C.



HAYKOBHH BICHHK YKIOPOJCbKOI'O YHIBEPCHTETY. CEPIA: «IIEJATOTIKA. COLIAJTbHA POBOTAy. 2022. BHITYCK 2 (51)

Service, the migration increase in Ukraine as of 2019 is
21 thousand people [2].

It should also be mentioned that according to the
Comprehensive Demographic Forecast of Ukraine for
the period up to 2050, the scale of labour migration by
different estimates is from 1 to 5 million people, the most
realistic estimates are from 2 to 2.7 million. The main
centers of attraction for labour migrants from Ukraine are
Russia (40-50%), Poland (15-20%), the Czech Republic
(10-12%), Italy (around 10%), Portugal (5-8%). Labour
migrants are almost exclusively persons aged 20-49, i.c.
representatives of the most economically productive age
groups, as a rule, persons who have already received the
necessary professional education, and therefore, their
diplomas require nostrification [3].

For example, there were 1 270 000 Ukrainian
citizens staying in Poland in January 2020, and this
figure has not changed during the lockdown period [4].

Consequently, in the circumstances of European
integration the issues related to confirmation of
educational documents and the availability of these
services in the system of providing administrative
services for the average citizen become especially
relevant.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the legal
framework and identify the specifics of procedures
related to the problem of confirming higher education
documents in Ukraine as well as in the European
countries, helping to understand its social, educational,
economic and cultural-integrative functions.

Research Methodology. The scientific sources, the
current legislation of Ukraine and the EU countries on
the regulation of procedures related to the recognition
of higher education diplomas has been analyzed,
as well as statistics reflecting certain demographic,
migration trends, consideration of which is important to
comprehend the problem under consideration.

Results and their discussion. The recognition of
foreign educational documents is carried out by allowing
the relevant state authorities to study further and/or carry
out professional activities.

It is not only the recognition of the equivalence
of educational documents by their identity, but also the
confirmation that comparative standards of education
are equivalent at the legal international level. The
recognition, the comparability of foreign documents and
the issuance of a certificate are carried out on the basis
of the application of the documents holder or the body
concerned [5].

The issue of foreign education diplomas recognition
(nostrification) has recently become a subject of research
by the Ukrainian scientists: N.Naumenko, T Radionova,
0.Vasylenko, and the issue of qualifications recognition
is being studied by O.Mykhailychenko. In the context
of migration, conditions of entry and residence of
family members and recognition of migrant workers’
qualifications in Bulgaria and Poland, the studies
by Z.Vankova [6] are relevant. The researches by
E.Ruskowski are relevant on the issue of nostrification in
Poland [7]. The issue of doctor’s diploma nostrification
in the Czech Republic has been studied by V.Khodan [8].

Recognition of foreign educational documents
in Ukraine is carried out in full accordance with the
Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications
concerning Higher Education in the European Region,
ratified by the relevant Law of Ukraine No. 1273-XIV
dated by December 3, 1999, and the recommendations
of this Convention.

After the recognition procedure, the person
possessing foreign educational documents receives
a certificate confirming this document issued by an

educational institution of another state. It gives a person
an opportunity to continue education or employment by
specialty in a higher education institution of Ukraine or
in institutions throughout Ukraine. Such a certificate is
issued on the basis of a decision by a competent bodyy —a
higher education institution or the Ministry of Education
and Science of Ukraine.

The procedure for the recognition of foreign
educational documents includes: verification of
documents authenticity, confirmation of the status of
educational institution and / or educational program,
evaluation of qualification or period of study, establishing
equivalence to educational or professional degree in
Ukraine, academic and / or professional rights.

The procedure for recognition of foreign educational
documents in Ukraine is regulated by the following
documents:

- Law of Ukraine «On Higher Education»;

- The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine Decree
Ne 811 dated by September 9, 2020 «On the documents
on higher education (academic degrees)»;

- Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
order Ne 102 dated by January 25, 2021 «On approval of
the documents on higher education (scientific degrees)
and their supplement, a sample of academic transcript»
registered by the Ministry of Justice of Ukraine
Ne 122/35744 dated by January 29, 2021.

It should be noted that in order to unify and apply
the unified policy and practice of diploma / qualification
recognition for all European countries, the Council of
Europe and UNESCO established the ENIC-NARIC
network in 1994 [9].

The ENIC network cooperates closely with the
European Union's Network of National Recognition
Information Centers (NARIC Network), the activities
of which are ensured by the European Commission,
represented by the Director-General for Education and
Culture.

The ENIC information network consists of
the National Information Centers of the countries
participating in the European Cultural Convention or
countries belonging to the European region of UNESCO.
The ENIC Center is an organization established by the
national leadership of each country.

The centres in different countries may vary slightly
in size or competence, but are generally obliged to
provide information on the: recognition of foreign
diplomas, degrees and qualifications; education system
of the country; possibility of obtaining an education
abroad; other practical issues related to mobility and
recognition issues.

ENIC-NARIC’s potential clients are: students
and their parents; employers; education institutions;
employees of the ministries dealing with higher education
issues; other stakeholders and organizations.

It should be mentioned that an academic mobility
centre (ENIC Ukraine) has been established in Ukraine,
the functions of which are entrusted to the state enterprise
«Information and Image Center», which belongs to
the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.
ENIC Ukraine is part of the international network of
national information centers for academic recognition
and mobility ENIC-NARIC Networks. ENIC Ukraine
also maintains nationwide records of qualifications
recognition certificates stipulated by the legislation of
Ukraine.

Recognition in Ukraine of documents on secondary,
secondary vocational education issued by educational
institutions of other states, certificates must be registered
by a competent authority in the electronic register of
recognition in Ukraine of foreign educational documents
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of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
(electronic record) [10].

It should be noted that Ukraine is actively reforming
higher education on its way to joining the European
Education Area. In order for Ukrainian educational
documents to meet the requirements of the Paris
Communiqué, the Lisbon Convention and Europass
as much as possible. Therefore, some documents
that previously regulated this process have lost their
force [11].

To unify the procedure for recognition of foreign
diplomas (nostrification), documents on higher education
(academic degree) and their supplements, as well as
academic transcripts are to indicate:

- name and surname of both foreign citizens and
citizens of Ukraine;

- name of the accreditation body of the educational
program or information on the accreditation of the
specialty;

- information on special achievements and / or
honors of applicants for education taking into account the
provisions of paragraph 10 of the second part of Article
36 of the Law of Ukraine «On Higher Education» [11].

Also important in approaching the European
educational space for Ukrainian students interested in
studying or carrying out professional activities in foreign
countries is the availability of dual diploma programs.
Common educational programs of Ukrainian and
foreign universities allow Ukrainian students to study
simultaneously under integrated educational programs in
both higher education institutions of different countries
and at the same time to obtain two diplomas of Ukrainian
and European universities.

The purpose of implementing dual degree programs
in Ukrainian higher educational institutions is to provide
opportunities for students not only to gain experience
in a foreign university and expand opportunities for
professional training, but also to increase their level of
competitiveness in the future employment [12].

Thus, the Ukrainian procedure for recognition
of educational documents issued by higher education
institutions of other countries consists of the following
stages:

1. Verification of the authenticity of any foreign
educational documents submitted for the procedure of
their recognition. If the documents have Apostille stamps
or proof of their consular legalization, this is considered
sufficient to confirm their authenticity. In this case, the
documents do not require verification of the fact of their
issuance, which significantly speeds up the recognition

procedure. But in addition, you can either certify your
documents in accordance with international law, or check
with the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.

2. Verification of official recognition of the issuing
institution, i.e. checking for a certificate of state
accreditation, a license valid at the time of issuing this
educational document.

3.Establishing the equivalence of qualifications
specified in the foreign educational document, in
accordance with the qualification requirements for
the specialists who have completed training at a
particular level of education (carried out with the
involvement of relevant expert commissions on relevant
qualifications) [13]. Examination means comparing
educational programs in terms of content and scope. This
work is performed by the Ukrainian higher education
institution accredited with the same qualification as
indicated in the applicant's diploma. If there is no such
qualification in Ukraine, in this case the most similar one
is chosen.

In Ukraine foreign students who have demonstrated
a desire to receive higher education in the country are
being monitored annually. Interestingly enough, one
of the reasons why foreign students choose to study
in Ukraine is the easiness of recognition of Ukrainian
higher education diplomas in their native countries. This
was confirmed by 35% of those interviewed [14].

Conclusions. The procedure of recognition of
foreign educational documents is significantly reformed
every year. In order to unify and apply the unified policy
and practice of recognition of diplomas / qualifications
for all European countries, the Council of Europe
and UNESCO in 1994 established the ENIC-NARIC
network. The procedure of recognition of foreign
educational documents (nostrification) in Ukraine and
the world consists of almost identical stages. The only
difference is the cost of providing such a procedure and
the list of documents required to obtain confirmation. This
is due to the requirements of the educational institution
or institution where the person concerned will continue
his education or professional activity. Ukraine is actively
reforming higher education on the way to joining the
European Education Area. To this end, a set of measures
has been taken to ensure that Ukrainian documents
on education meet the requirements of the Paris
Communiqué, the Lisbon Convention and Europass. The
current legislation has been regulated and an electronic
journal of recognition of foreign educational documents
in Ukraine of the Ministry of Education and Science of
Ukraine (electronic record) has been created.
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Xopyxka Jlwoogmuiia JleonigiBHa
JIOKTOP TMeJaroTiyHuX Hayk, mpodecop
3aBijtyBay Kaeapy OCBITOJIOTI] T IICUXOJIOTO-IICAArOrIYHUX HayK
KuiBcwkuii yHiBepcutet iMeHi bopuca ['pinuenka, M. Kuis, Ykpaina

KoBanenko Cepriii [TerpoBuu
acripaHT KadeIpH OCBITONOTIT Ta MCUXOJIOTO-TICAATOTIYHUX HAYK
KwuiBcekuii yHiBepcuteT iMeHi bopuca I'pindenka, Mm.bpoBapu, Ykpaina

Boetpyk HaTtania CepriiBna
KaHIWAAT IeAArori9HuX HayK
TOJIOBHUH CTIEIiaNiCT BiIIiTy pecH Ta iHpopmarrii
MinictepctBo OcBity i Haykn Ykpainu, m.KuiB, Ykpaina

BU3HAHHS THO3EMHHUX JJOKYMEHTIB ITPO OCBITY (HOCTPU®IKAIIS) B YKPATHI

AHoTaIis. AKTyaJIbHICTh POOJIeMH BU3HAHHS iIHO3EMHHUX IOKYMEHTIB PO OCBITY (HOCTpHdiKallis) 00yMoBIeHa
aKTHBI3aIliI0 MMPOIIECiB TPYAOBOI Mirparlii, MOOIITLHOCTI HACENIEHHs, a TaKOX (POPMYBaHHSAM €IMHOTO OCBITHBOTO Ta
HAyKOBOT'O MPOCTOPY B Mekax BOMIOHCHKOTO MpoIecy. AHaIi3 HOPMAaTHBHO-IIPABOTO 3a0€3MCUCHHS Ta 0COOIMBOCTEH
3HIHACHCHHS TPOLETYP BU3HAHHS 1HO3EMHUX Z[OKYMBHTiB PO OCBITY (HOCTpH(IKALLis) yMOXKIMBUTE 30araTHTH 1OCBI
30iiCHEHHS. L€l NpoLeaypH, J03BOINTE 3pO3YMITH ii COUianbHy, OCBITHIO, EKOHOMIMHY i KyJIBTypHO-iHTErpauiiiny
(yHkuii. MeToro IOCHIIKEHHS € OIS Ta aHauli3 NPOLEIyPH BU3HAHHS IHO3CMHHUX NOKYMCHTIB IPO OCBITY B
VYkpaiHi. 3acTocoBaHi METOIH JAOCIIIKSHHS: KOMIUIEKC 3arajJbHOHAYKOBHX METOIB IOZ0 BUBYEHHS MPOLEAYPHUX
ocoOMMBOCTEH BU3HAHHS 1HO3EMHHUX JTUILUIOMIB IMPO OCBITY B YKpaiHi Ta neskux kpainax €C. 3mificHeHO aHaTi3
HOPMATHBHO-NPABOBUX AaKTIB, IO PETYIIOIOTH MPOLEAYPY BH3HAHHS, a TAKOXK 3MIMCHCHO aHAJi3 Ta MOPIBHIHHSI
CTaTHCTUYHUX JAHUX, SKi BioOpakaloTh MEeBHI AeMorpadidHi, MirpariiiHi TeHACHIIIi, BpaXyBaHHs SKUX BaKITHUBE
JUTSI OCMHUCJICHHS TIPOOJIEMH, SIKa BHBYAETHCSA. BHU3HAYEHO OCHOBHI MpOOJIeMH Ha NIIAXy M0 yHidikarii miaxomiB
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TPOIICAyPH BU3HAHHSA IHO3EMHHX ITOKYMEHTIB Ipo OcCBiTy. OTpHMaHi aHANITHYHI AaHi BaXKIHBI A PO3YyMIHHS
CYTHOCTI IpOOJIEeMH BU3HAHHS JIOKYMEHTIB IIPO OCBIiTY, 00MiH 10OCBiIoM Mixk kpaiHamu €C Ta YkpaiHoro.

KarouoBi cjioBa: BH3HAHHS IHO3EMHHX JOKYMEHTIB TIPO OCBIiTY, HocTpuikauis, Boioncekuii mpouec,
€BpoNeHChKUI OCBITHIHM MPOCTIp, EBPONIEHCHKI CTAHAAPTH.
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