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The Threats and Opportunities of Crisis on Ukraine’s Accession to the EU 

The paper aims at analyzing not only the positive aspects of Ukraine’s accession to the European Union, but also 
highlights the threats and opportunities of the crisis in different areas of the state because of deficiencies that exist in 
this integration association. We characterize the possible challenges that will face the Ukrainian government in the 
further integration of the EU. 

It was found a list of obstacles to Ukraine’s European integration, namely the adaptation of Ukrainian legislation 
to EU standards, electoral, judicial and economic reforms, the introduction of the euro, the access of Ukrainian 
exporters in the EU market, problems in education, the problem of borders with the Russian Federation and the 
annexation of Crimea, the problem of the population of our country at the level of the size of the territory and GDP, 
etc. Also it’s highlighted the number of not less important factors of Ukraine’sprotracted joining the European Union: 
the high level of corruption, “no identity” of the Ukrainian people, harmonization of foreign and defense policy and a 
common security policy, economic disparity, but ratherbackwardness from the “union of elite nations”, specializing 
mainly in the production of intermediate industrial products, etc. 
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The formulation of scientific problem and its purpose. Being objective, we should take into account 
not only the positive aspects of Ukraine’s accession to the European Union, but also to analyze the threats 
and opportunities of the crisis because of deficiencies that exist in this integration association. Defining the 
concept of foreign policy, the Ukrainian government should focus not only on the benefits of EU integra-
tion, but also to develop a line of future behavior, given the possible threats. 

With all the expressions of support and solidarity from European politicians, there are many obstacles
to Ukraine’s European integration, let alone full-fledged membership in the EU. The lion’s share of 
problems refers to the ability and desire of Ukraine to carry out the difficult electoral, judicial and economic 
reforms. It should not only bring its legislation into line with EU norms, but also demonstrate the ability to 
translate it into reality. The biggest obstacle − is the tension prevailing in the EU, and a widespread feeling 
of “enlargement fatigue”. 

Thema in material and justification of the study. The first threat is likely to face Ukraine is the fact 
that the EU − a “union of elite nations” and adapt Ukraine to them and be at the same level for our country 
will be extremely difficult. It may also be an issue of monetary system: the transition to the euro will 
complicate Ukraine intrastate market economy and may cause dissatisfaction of the people of “displacement 
of the currency” process. 

Among other problems should be allocated the opportunity of Ukraine encumbrance by crisiswhich is 
taking place in the EU. At this stage, the EU is experiencing an economic and political crisis that has arose 
since 2008 against the backdrop of global crisis processes. During the introduction of the euro in the euro 
zone there were states with different types of economies [4]. At that time, member states were not prepared 
for the creation of supranational institutions of economic management. Institutional incomplete common
economic space created disparity in the economic development of European countries. Thus, to the difficult 
economic situation in Ukraine can become critical and cast doubt on the question of the possibility of
entering the country from the crisis. 

Among the current trends of easier access of Ukrainian exporters to EU markets should be the expan-
sion of Ukraine to the EU Generalized System of Preferences and reduce the use of it all sorts of restrictive 
procedures - quotas, licensing, anti-dumping investigations [1]. 

In this regard, we have to emphasize on the need for substantial progress in Ukraine’s access to the 
European market of high-tech products. A typical example of the lack of progress in this area was the 
refusal of some leading EU member states from Ukrainian cargo aircraft AN-70 [2], despite the obvious 
advantages over its European counterparts as the technical level and price. 

The Constitution of Ukraine recognizes adaptation of Ukraine’s legislation to EU that makes accession 
difficult (Ukrainian legislation and compliance is not identified with the EU legislation); the problem of 
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“Copenhagen criteria” compliance in Ukraine; the principle of “rule of law” cannot adapt to our country, 
because it is recognized as a social, that paradoxical and impossible; the EU probability of using Ukraine as 
a puppet in the relationship. 

Problems with the educational system, which has retained the Soviet hue and implement the reform will 
be difficult; lack of consensus on the European choice among the population, and the level of public 
institutions; the problem of the border with Russia, which has historical aspects; the problem of non-aligned 
state policy [5]. 

After the entry of Ukraine into the European Union might appear a problem with export goods to EU 
countries. The reason for this is the high competition in the European market of food and industrial goods. 
Ukraine could remain without removing the chance of their products on the European market due to 
outdated technologies and equipment in enterprises. In addition, the Ukrainian products can never enter the 
European markets due to high product requirements put forward by the EU. The EU is not very interested in 
the end product made in Ukraine. Instead, the Ukrainianswill get only expensive European products. 

Ukraine needs the EU as a source of cheap raw materials, labor and market products with low quality. 
Ukrainian products are uncompetitive, so we can only offer semi commodities or goods of low value-added 
manufacturing industries, but not machines and equipment that can make a worthy competition to European 
production. 

In addition, the industry in Ukraine is doomed to failure. Outdated production structure does not meet
European. In the past, our country specialized mainly in the production of intermediate industrial products, 
while the production of final goods were outside the country. This fact influenced the fact that the share of 
finished products that Ukraine exports is extremely low. 

Ukraine’s foreign trade with the EU is not yet decisive for European integration, and its effectiveness − 
rather low and unbalanced. The inadequacy of the Agreement on free trade between the EU and Ukraine can 
lead to further imbalance in foreign trade and growing negative balance for Ukraine. The introduction of the 
Customs Union increased import duties for Ukraine is not offset by the partial liberalization of trade with 
the EU, which could increase the total loss of Ukraine in foreign trade. 

There are some obstacles to EU enlargement, generated by consensus in decision making. One of the 
problems for future membership in the EU is to reduce support for the future expansion of the existing EU 
member states. European citizens, especially from countries that joined the EU earlier, increasingly wary of 
the costs and risks incurred further expansion. Opinion polls since 2009 show that most consistently oppose 
further EU enlargement. Accordingly, against expansion acts the majority in some key EU countries: 76 % − in 
Austria, 70 % − in France, 69 % − in Germany, 65 % − in Finland, 64 % − in the Netherlands and Luxem-
bourg [10]. Similar and survey results indicate national sociological services in Austria, France, Germany 
and the UK, with most respondents reject not only against the idea of expansion in general, but against the 
Ukraine and the EU in particular (This is confirmed by a referendum in the Netherlands). 

Although many countries that recently joined the EU, the vast majority in favor of further enlargement, 
the prospect that dissatisfaction within the EU as a whole − a serious problem for Ukraine. Admission of 
new members is impossible without the unanimous approval by all current members of the Union. It is 
difficult to imagine that the political elite of the country where the majority of the population opposes (and 
which contribute to the EU budget than getting out of it), act for the adoption of the new state. 

Considering how uncertain is the prospect of EU membership of has already endorsed candidates of the 
small Balkan countries (Montenegro, Macedonia), the potential EU membership of a large, poor country 
like Ukraine, which has not even candidate status is almost unreal. Public opinion indicates that Europeans 
are more inclined to support small and wealthy member states such as Iceland than accept poor countries 
(Iceland per capita GDP exceeds the same indicator of the EU). 

European Union since the early 1990 sheld a rather passive policy regarding Kyiv focused on the “first
wave” of enlargement (Poland, Hungary, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Estonia), and then − in the Balkan 
crisis. Europe supposedly trying to show their interest in Ukraine actually kept it at a distance, avoiding 
further convergence. The approach of the EU to our country was in the actual refusal latter not only in 
legitimate but even associate membership. Ukraine, in fact, was pushed for joining the zone of Moscow 
influence. The arguments regarding the revival of Eurasian political power are not kept on any European 
officials impression. Even more, that trend intensified after the EU enlargement in 2004, when Brussels 
began to be considered changes in Central Europe as final [3]. 
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Heightened relation to price of expansion against the background of recent financial injections for the 
withdrawal the EU countries from the crisis is of particular importance for Ukraine. It is much poorer and 
far more than any candidate country (except Turkey). The cumulative EU population is slightly more than 
500 million, while Ukraine’s population exceeds 45 million. Croatia, the last country to join the EU (2013), 
has a population of slightly more than 4 million. Macedonia and Montenegro, the current candidate 
countries, has along with a little over 2,5 million inhabitants. One of the countries that joined the EU 
recently, comparable in size to the Ukraine − is Poland, whose population is 38 million inhabitants. The 
only candidate country whose population exceeds the population of Ukraine is Turkey (71 m.), but, as in 
Poland, its GDP per capita is more than two times higher than Ukraine. In any case, the long path traveled 
by Turkey towards candidate status in the EU is unlikely to Ukrainian desire to repeat it. 

Of course, the integration of Ukraine into the EU can be costly for the latter due to the economy of our 
country. Ukraine is much poorer than Bulgaria, the poorest EU member. According to the World Bank in 
2013 (before the crisis), Ukraine’s GDP per capita was US $ 3,900, slightly more than half (53 %) of the 
Bulgarian index (7340 US dollars). Ukraine’s GDP per capita is slightly above one-tenth (11 %) of 
European average (34,240 US dollars). For comparison − Croatia’s GDP per capita is almost equal to the
Polish index (13520 US dollars) and more than in Turkey − the largest candidate country (10,945 US 
dollars) [6]. 

It is worth noting the growth of “low tide” of Ukrainian scientists and qualified professionals of the
most promising areas of science and technology to the Member States. And it happens without affordable
access of leading Ukrainian scientific organizations to relevant scientific and technical programs of the EU. 
Of course, this asymmetry in the relationship cannotsatisfy Ukraine. 

The true test of a strategic partnership proclaimed by Ukraine and the EU will be the further EU 
policyin development of the European gas transmission network. 

The stereotypes of the Ukrainians may be the cause of discrimination against them; problem is the 
threat of “no identity” Ukrainian people; outdated technology can deprive Ukraine the chance to sell 
different products; problem of decision making is not in K iv but in Brussels that can cause resentment of 
Ukrainian people; the problem of worsening relations with our largest goods consumer − Russia [4]. 

Prospects for European integration of Ukraine also associated with serious legal and political problems. 
The EU regularly expresses its concern about the high level of Ukrainian corruption and pushing for reform 
of judicial and electoral systems. Political and economic corruption remains the biggest challenge for EU 
officials, mindful of the expansion in 2007, when the EU adopted Bulgaria and Romania.  

In the EU countriesis a growing sense that EU leaders hastened with the Romania and Bulgaria 
adoption − countries which even after accession continue suffering from high levels of corruption. As the 
former European Commissioner for Enlargement and European Neighborhood Policy Stefan Fule, “Accep-
tance of Romania and Bulgaria spawned many questions about the reliability of the whole process of 
enlargement. For the first time the EU decided to establish a special mechanism for cooperation and 
verification of the current Member States. The biggest challenge is to restore confidence in the enlargement 
process. This matter forces us to increase and enhance the conditions of admission” [7]. 

If this view does not change and accession of Bulgaria and Romania will continue to be perceived as 
hasty and problematic step, the idea of the adoption of Ukraine will be perceived skeptical. Although these 
figures are difficult to calculate, by estimated that corruption in Ukraine is much higher than in Bulgaria and 
Romania. For example, according to the report “Transparency International” for 2015 index “Perception of 
Corruption” Ukraine is on the 130th place with 167 countries included in the list, while Romania and Bulga-
ria occupy respectively 58th and 69th (Ukraine was even lower than Russia which occupiesthe 119th place). 

A major obstacle to Ukraine’s joining the EU is the issue of territorial integrity. Ukraine must comply 
with common EU legislation relating to foreign and defense policy and security policy. To fulfill this
requirement Ukraine should harmonize their policies in these areas according to political declarations and 
agreements of the EU. In particular, a Member State “should be able to hold a dialogue within the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) for taking steps in accordance with the Community to participate in the 
actions of the EU and coordinated application of sanctions and restrictive measures” [8]. 

For Ukraine, this is a particular problem, and it is not easy to assume the obligations under the provi-
sions of the security and defense against the backdrop of the Russian occupation of Crimea. Similarly, a 
condition for future EU membership is to solve border disputes. It is unclear when the border Ukraine will 
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be fully controlled by our state as separatist tendencies in eastern Ukraine are left active, and uncertainty 
about the status of Crimea remains. If Ukraine not abandon from Crimea to Russia or Russia will not 
remove its claims to the peninsula and go with it, Ukraine will not be able to fulfill one of the main
conditions for the commencement of direct negotiations on EU membership. 

Conclusions. Thus, given the population of Ukraine, the quality of management system, the state of the 
rule of law, the problem of corruption, the level of economic development as well as problems with 
territorial integrity, it is unlikely that the EU will cut a path that Ukraine will have to go for joining the 
organization. Even in the absence of current problems Ukraine faces would be on the way of significant
obstacles, given that that Member States further enlargement enthusiasm does not cause, and through 
procedural and structural barriers that exist at European level. 

Summing up all the above, we can say that at this stage the development of Ukrainian society and 
determine of foreign policy objectives define the laws of the modern world system development, including 
globalization. Therefore, in extraordinary growth of external influences of European Union in economic, 
social, cultural and political life of Ukrainian society, it is important to analyze all aspects of the issue, both 
positive and negative, to avoid crises in the future and the development of behavioral strategies in 
accordance with the paradoxes and challenges globalization. 

Sources and literature 

1. . -  [ ]. −  : http://www. 
uazakon.com/documents/date_7r/pg20.htm 

2.  [ ]. −  : 
http://pidruchniki.com/16011013/politologiya/mozhlivi_naslidki_rozshirennya_dlya_ukrayini 

3.  [ ]. −  : http://infourok.ru/tvr-ese_ukrana_v_vrop-
471799.htm 

4.  [ ]. −  : http://cathedra. 
io.ua/s1220725/tema_10._ukraena_v_suchas nih_mijnarodnih_vidnosinah 

5. :  [ ]. − 
 : http://np.org.ua/2013/11/tsyvilizatsijnyj-vybir-ukrajiny-otsinka-perspektyv-riznyh-shlyahiv/ 

6. Eastern Partnership. EU relations with Ukraine [Ele tronic resour e]. − Access mode : http://www. 
consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eastern-partnership/ukraine/ 

7. EU relations with Ukraine. European External Action Service [Ele tronic resour e]. − Access mode : 
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/ukraine_en 

8. Global Security.org.Ukraine − EU Relations [Ele tronic resour e]. − Access mode : http://www. 
globalsecurity.org/military/world/ukraine/forrel-eu.htm 

9. Joint Consultation Paper Towards a new European Neighbourhood Policy [Ele tronic resour e]. − Access 
mode : https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/near/files/neighbourhood/consultation/consultation.pdf 

10. The EU’s relationship with Ukraine: fling or partnership? [Ele tronic resour e]. − Access mode : 
http://www.ecfr.eu/article/commentary_the_eus_relationship_with_ukraine_fling_or_partnership 

, . . 
, 

, ’ . -
, . 

’ , : 
, , , , 

, , , 
. -

: , « » 
, , , 

,  « », -
. 

: , , , , , , , , , 
’ . 

, . . -
, 

- , -



16

. , 
. 

, : , -
, , , , 

, , -
. 

: , « -
» , , , 

,  « », 
. 

: , , , , , , , , 
, . 

The article acted to the editorial board  
in 01.03.2017 

 327.56(519.5) 

? 

, . 
, 

. 
, . 

, 
, 

,  – 
. , , 

, 
. 

: , , , 
, , . 

. , 
, . 

. , -
. 

 – . 
 2017 . . , -

. ,  Brexit, 
, -

. . ,  – , 
, 

.  2017 . . -
, , , 

. , 
. 

. : 
, , -

? , − , , 
?  

© , 2017


