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THEORETICAL GROUND OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CONCEPT

Semenenko I.M.

TEOPETUYHI OCHOBH KOHIIENIIIT CTAJIOTO PO3BUTKY

Cemenenko 1.M.

Different scientific concepts and theories already take into
account some of sustainable development concept's
regulations, which are usually on boundaries of its
constituents: economic and social, economic and ecological,
social and ecological. The article deals with those theories,
which construct enterprise sustainable development concept.
These individual theories give their consideration only to
some aspects of business activity or to all of the aspects, but in
a narrow context, while sustainable development concept
covers all directions and aspects: economic, ecological and
social. The origin and development of these theories defined
the modern theoretical construction of sustainable
development concept; contributed to the advanced study of
economic, ecological and social systems' interaction, the
results of which can be used in studying sustainable
development concept; and outlined the necessity for an
enterprise to set new goals in accordance with the new
conditions of business environment.
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1. Introduction. The changes, which take place in
society, enterprises' activity and their surroundings,
prove the necessity for an enterprise to change its
approach to goal-setting and take into account the goals
of numerous entities, individuals and other stakeholders
to provide its own sustainable development. Obviously,
sustainable development concept is the one, which takes
into account the variable processes in enterprise's
environment, high level of uncertainty, interests and
goals of enterprise's stakeholders. Transition to
sustainable development of enterprises has already been
widely discussed, however, it remains conditioned by
existence of objective complications in activity of
enterprises and presence of various theories and
management concepts, which give consideration to
different aspects of sustainable development.

2. Analysis of publications in relation to
research object. Relationships of certain issues of
sustainable  development concept, management
concepts, and other sciences have already been
examined by Ukrainian and foreign researchers. The
researchers discuss relationship of different aspects of
sustainable development: social and ecological [1, 8, 9],
economic and ecological [4, 5, 8, 10, 11], economic and

social [2, 3, 6, 7, 9]. Questions, which are examined by
them, can be also viewed within the terms of sustainable
development concept. Moreover, they lay the basis for
sustainable development concept by providing certain
regulations and explaining the reasons and nature of
some of the concept's principles. Therefore it is
necessary to examine those theories, which construct
sustainable development concept. Thus the object of
the article is to define the theoretical ground of
sustainable development concept

3. Results of research. Sustainable development
of an enterprise is such a type of development, at which
attention is given not only to economic growth of an
enterprise, but also to social and ecological aspects of its
activity. An enterprise can be considered to be
developing sustainably only when it sets and reaches the
goals, which foresee positive changes in economic,
social and ecological aspects of enterprise's activity. The
goals, as a rule, are set not only in a certain direction,
but can be found on borders of these aspects.

Questions, which touch social and ecological
aspects of enterprise activity and contradictions in its
goals, which are set according to these aspects, have
already been examined in works [1, 8, 9]. Problems of
"society-nature" systems are examined by social
ecology, sociology of ecology, urban ecology,
psychoecology, ethnic ecology, ecology of population
etc. These sciences try to consider the influence of a
man's activity (including economic activity) on
environment, and discover, how the change of
environment itself will influence a man. Obviously, the
goals, which are set by a man or a group of people,
result in changes in his or their surroundings, which, in
their turn, influence the achievement of goals and/or
changes in future goals. Thus, harmonic existence of
nature and a man is possible only through ensuring
concordance of a man's (or society's) goals with the
principles of environment existence and development.

The theories and research results may be used by
supporters of sustainable development, as enterprise's
activity considerably influences changes in surrounding
environment, which, in its turn, causes changes in lives
and interests of people. Despite the fact that these
sciences study correlation of ecological and social
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systems and take part in prognostication of the results of
their co-operation, they also take into account economic
systems, which are created by a man to achieve certain
goals. Thus, sustainable development concept can also
use the information and accomplishments of these
sciences, as exactly interrelation of a man and
environment, and their mutual influence conditioned the
emergence of sustainable development concept.

Economics is also related to ecology, first of all,
because enterprises of different industries influence
environment. In addition, the idea, that a man should
care about nature and try to leave it in its initial state, is
being popularized at present. However, this connection
has not been always stressed in scientific literature.
G. Hegel asserted that a man is called to exploit nature,
and he changes it with satisfying his necessities and
attaining goals [12]. The criterion of efficiency of
human activity till the middle of the 20th century was
receipt of maximum goods at minimum costs and
uncontrolled, predatory exploitation of natural
resources, and the basic principle of attitude toward
nature was domination above it and its complete
subjugation to a man [12]. Later negative influence of
economy on environment became a usual question on
global summits and conferences. The discussion of this
question resulted in the ecological-economic evaluation
of different programs and projects, origination of
ecological management and economics of nature
management.

Sustainable development concept is often
associated with ecological management, however the
latter embraces a more narrow circle of questions than
sustainable development  concept. Ecological
management examines correlation of economic and
ecological interests of an enterprise, while sustainable
development concept puts social aspect of enterprise's
activity as the purpose of study together with economic
and ecological aspects.

Problems of co-operation of economic and natural
systems, and also ecological and economic aspects of
enterprise's activity are examined by such sciences, as
economy of nature management, economy of nature
conservation, ecological marketing, industrial ecology,
biophysical economy [4, 5, 8, 10, 11]. They pay
attention to those problems, which are also set as vital
by sustainable development concept: influence of
enterprises on environment, the problem of depletion of
natural resources, contradiction between economic
development of an enterprise and necessity to guard
environment by it etc. Paying attention to natural
resources is conditioned by their participation in
production processes and receipt of income by an
enterprise. Careful attitude and economical consumption
of natural resources will assist extending their usage by
an enterprise and, consequently, provide income to it in
a long-term process. Some regulations of the noted
sciences also relate to the regulations of sustainable
development concept, as within the limits of sustainable

development concept ecological processes are also
examined, the usage of natural resources in enterprise
activity is analyzed, careful attitude toward environment
and economical consumption of natural resources are
welcomed. However, together with ecological-economic
problems sustainable development concept consciously
takes social problems of society and social aspects of
enterprise activity into account.

Regulations of sustainable development, which
belong to its social and economic constituents, are
examined by sociology of economy, social
management, concept of marketing, ethics, social
responsibility of business etc. [2, 3, 6, 7, 9]. These
concepts and theories examine social development of an
enterprise, its connection to economic indicators, co-
operation of social and economic processes,
combination of entrepreneurial activity with solving of
population's social problems, set responsibility of an
enterprise for its activity before society, where it
operates. Ecological aspect of enterprise's activity is
also mentioned in some of the concepts, for example, in
the socially responsible and ethical marketing. Social
responsibility actually examines not only the influence
of enterprises on society (as a group of people) (so
called socio-economic aspect), but influence of their
activity on environment, which surrounds this group of
people. While transitioning to sustainable development
path, an enterprise begins to "care" about other business
entities and society, introduces business ethics
principles into its activity, and also tries to take into
account goals and expectations of all stakeholders. At
the same time, compared to these concepts and theories
(which examine social and economic aspects of
enterprise activity), sustainable development concept is
more general, as it covers the whole activity of an
enterprise, marking its every aspect as important.

Thus, the theoretical construction of enterprise
sustainable development concept can be presented at
figure 1, and description of the elements of the
theoretical construction is shown in table.

4. Conclusion. Thus, different scientific concepts
and theories already take into account some of
sustainable development concept's regulations, which
are usually on boundaries of its constituents: economic
and social, economic and ecological, social and
ecological. These individual concepts give their
consideration only to some aspects of business activity
or to all of the aspects, but in a narrow context, while
sustainable development concept covers all directions
and aspects: economic, ecological and social. The origin
and development of these concepts defined the modern
theoretical construction of sustainable development
concept; contributed to the advanced study of economic,
ecological and social systems' interaction, the results of
which can be used in studying sustainable development
concept; and outlined the necessity for an enterprise to
set new goals in accordance with the new conditions of
business environment.
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Fig. Theoretical construction of enterprise sustainable development concept

Table
Description of the elements of the theoretical construction of enterprise sustainable development concept
(composed with the help of [1-11])
El ts of the theoretical . . . . .
ements of the theoretica Main points, which correlate with sustainable development concept
construction
On boundary of economic and ecological constituents of sustainable development concept
Biophysical economy Research of economic processes, using basic ecological and thermodynamics principles,
analysis of natural resources usage in economic processes

Ecological management Research of correlation of enterprise's economic and ecological interests, its activity in relation

to attaining ecological goals, nature protection requirements in the complex of traditional
economic goals of an enterprise

Ecological marketing Research of methods of satisfaction of consumers' ecologically oriented necessities and
requests, creation and stimulation of demand for ecological goods, solving conflicts between
economic development of enterprises and necessity of environmental protection

Economics of nature Research of methods of a man's influence on nature for maintenance of dynamic equilibrium,

management rotation of matters and substances in nature, estimation of losses by any person or entity,
caused by inefficient nature management

Economics of nature Research of ways and methods of environment improvement, performed by an enterprise

conservation

Industrial ecology Research of ecological-economic systems, economic activity of people and enterprises in

interrelationship with biological, chemical and physical global systems

On boundary of economic and social constituents of sustainable development concept

Sociology of economics Research of economic and social sphere of life of society in general, interaction of social and
economic processes, economic consciousness, economic thoughts and economic interests
Social management Research of enterprise's social development management, methods of providing efficiency of

economics development taking into account economic and social results, social phenomena,
relations, behavior and activity of people in a social sphere

Social-ethical marketing Research of demand of enterprise's products taking into account constantly changing
consumers' interests; ways, how products can gain additional value for users and society
Social marketing Research of methods of influence on human behavior on a large scale, taking into account

marketing principles mainly with the purpose of social benefits, rather than gain profit from
sales
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Elements of the theoretical
construction

Main points, which correlate with sustainable development concept

Holistic marketing

Research of methods of consumers' satisfaction with simultaneous maintenance and
strengthening of society welfare

Business ethics

Research of ethical principles of a man's business activity, relations of businessmen, business
entities and their structural subdivisions, harmonization of these relations

Social responsibility

Research of a business entity's responsibility for influence of its activity on society and
environment, concordance of enterprise's activity to the international code of conduct

Social entrepreneurship
social problems

Research of methods of combination of entrepreneurial activity with solving population's

On boundary of social and ecological constituents of sustainable development concept

Social ecology

Research of people's and enterprises' goals, which use nature capital and influence
environment, prognostication of results of ecological and social systems' co-operation

Sociology of ecology Research of specific connections between people and environment, taking into account mutual
influence and dependence of social and ecological systems, correlation of their interests
Psychoecology Research of influence of environment and society on personality, state of mind, behavior,

ecological factors

mood and health of a man; connections between the man's state of mind and different

Ethnic ecology

Research of connection of ecological factors with education and vital functions of ethnic

groups
Ecology of population Research of connection of ecological factors and population
Urban ecology Research of natural ecosystems' transformation processes under influence of increase of cities'

number and size, influence of these transformations on an individual and ways of
improvement of the cities' ecological state

10.
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CeMeHeHKO L.M. Teoperuuna
KOHIeNUii CTAJI0ro po3BUTKY MiANPHEMCTBA.

Cmanuil po3eumox RiONpueMcmea € Mmaxkum munom
PO36UMKY, NpU SKOMY Y8aea NPUOLIAEMbCS eKOHOMIYHOMY,
COYIANbHOMY MA EeKOJIO2IUHOMY ACNeKmam 1020 OlIbHOCHIL.
Cmammst npucesyena GU3HA4eHHI0 MeopemuyHol KOHCmpyKYii
KOHYenyii cmanozo po3eumky NiOnpuemcmea ma Onucye ii
enemeHmu. Y cmammi  npeocmasneni npobnemu
YiNenoKnaoanHa Ha NiOnpueMcmeax i 63aEmoolii cucmem Ha
MedICT 3a3HAYEHUX ACNeKmi8, no3Ha4eni KOHyenyii, meopii ma
cucmemu 3HAHL, 5K ONEPYOMb  NpoOIeMamu  Cmano2o
PO36UMKY NIONPUEMCMBA; BUSHAYEHI NOJIOJCEHHS YUX HAYK,
AKL 6i0nosioaioms abo € MOMONCHUMU KOHYenyii cmanoco
PO36UMKY.

Knwwuoei cnoea: cmanuii po3eumox, nionpuemcmaeo,
acnexkm, mexca, meopemudHa KOHCMPYKYis, ONUC, KOHYenyis.

KOHCTPYKIist

Cemenenko MH.M. Teopernyeckass KOHCTPYKUUS
KOHIENIUH YCTOWYHBOTO Pa3BUTHS NMPeINPHITHSI.

Yemoiiuusoe passumue npeonpusmus agnsemca makum
MUnom  paseumus, npu KOMOPOM 6HUMAHUE YOensiemcs
IKOHOMUYECKOMY, COYUATLHOMY U IKOIOSUUECKOMY ACNEKmam
eco Odeamenvrocmu. Cmambs noceaujena onpeoereHuio
meopemuyeckol  KOHCMPYKYuu  KOHYEnyuu yCmouuugo2o
Paseumus NpeOnpuamus U Onucbigdem ee demenmovl. B
cmamve  npeoCcmasnenbl  npoOneMbvl  Yerenonazanus — Ha
npeonpuamuAx U  63aUMOOeUCmeuU Ccucmem HA epauu
OMMEYEHHbIX ACNeKMos; 0003HaYeHbl KOHYenyuu, meopuu u
cucmemvl  3HAHUL, KOMOpble ONepupyiom  npooremamu
YCMOUYUB020  paseumus  NPeOnpusmus;  OnpeoeieHvl
NONOJCEHUs IMUX HAVK, KOMOPble OMEEUAIoN Uil A6NAIOMCS
MONCOECMBEHHBIMU KOHYENYUU YCMOUYUBO20 PA3EUMUSL.

Knroueesvle cnoea: ycmouuugoe paszsumue,
npeonpusmue, acnekm, epanuya, meopemuuecKas
KOHCMPYKYUsl, Onucanue, KOHYenyus.
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