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Lutsyk V. Existentialism in Doris Lessing’s Short Fiction. The article attempts to analyze the 
elements of existentialism in Doris Lessing’s literary output based on the short story «The Eye of God 
in Paradise». The English writer touches upon the moral aspects of existential postulates. Personal 
responsibility is seen as the central theme of this literary work.

Key words: existentialism, Doris Lessing, «The Eye of God in Paradise», moral choice, personal 
responsibility.
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  .   «    » («The Eye of 
God in Paradise», 1956) .      -

    .       
  50-  .  .  .   ’   -

      «  » («Doris Lessing», 1988),  
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 «   » («Rereading Doris Lessing», 1987),   
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       » [8, 42].
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both very tired» / «   ,   » [4, 112].   
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,    » [4, 141].      -
     .

  : «Behind the ruined buildings rose the shapes and outlines of the 
city that had been destroyed and the outlines of the city that would be rebuilt . . . It was as if 
they stood solid among the ruins and ghosts of dead cities and cities not yet born . . . The dead 
o f two wars peopled the ruined square and jostled the living, a silent snow-bound multitude» 
[4, 141].
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   ... ,       , 
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,   » [4, 129].       -
          
    .        
     .
  : «In the centre of the room a  ve-year-old child stood upright 

against the bars of a cot. His arms were con  ned by a straitjacket, and because he could not 
prevent himself from falling, he was tied upright against the bars with a cord. He was glaring 
around the room, glaring and grinding his teeth» [4, 151]. 
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:     » («Marxism and Madness: The two faces of 
Doris Lessing’s Myth», 1980),       «  

  ,     » [5, 22].     -
    -  .

  : «The picture was beautiful, full of joy and tranquillity and light. 
But in the centre of the sky glared a large black eye. It was an eye remote from the rest 
of the picture, and obviously what had happened was that Dr Kroll had painted his fantasy 
forest, and then afterwards, looking at it during some  t of misery, had painted in that black, 
condemnatory, judging eye» [4, 154]. 
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