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The energy policy of the EU, China and the USA during 2000-
2016 before the presidency of Donald Trump was analysed in
the article. The common feature of the energy policy is its
focus on strengthening integration processes to create a
common energy policy, single market and sustainable
development of countries.

The EU’s energy policy is based on the priorities related to a
guaranteed and secure supply of gas, oil and electricity. The
author proposes six priority areas for cooperation: the
formation of a single energy market, security of supply,
diversification of energy resources, climate change issue,
development of new technologies and formation of a common
foreign policy as well as approaches to energy.

In our opinion China adheres to the similar policy of
reducing energy consumption and harmful emissions while
increasing the share of «green energy», but it goes along with
some differences, namely, China will continue to build nuclear
power plants (NPP) and will not abandon coal-fired power
plants (CFPP) for at least the next 20 years. Today, the
Furopean Union is one of China’s most important partners. In
view of the above, the article also considers the process of
trade and economic cooperation between the two parties.

This study also presents the cooperation of American and
Chinese companies in the energy sector, which differentiated
the views of American analysts on the future of the relations
between China and the USA. «Pessimists» believe that it is
difficult for superpowers to coexist when their interests clash
with vital natural resources. According to them, it is almost
impossible to avoid a future confrontation between China and
the USA. «Optimists» are sure that the huge Chinese market is
so vital to the American economy that the USA is interested in
the Chinese economy to grow steadily, providing new
opportunities for potential American investors.

Energy policy, cooperation, economics, energy security, the
Furopean Union
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V cTaTTi MpoaHaTi30BaHO eHepreTUyHy Mo iTHKy €C, Kuraio
ta CIIA yIOpoaoBK 2000-2016 POKIB 0 MNpe3ugeHTCTBA
Jonaspaa Tpamma. CIiJIbHOI0 PUCOI0 eHepreTHYHOI OJIITUKY €
I crpsAMOBAHICTD Ha MOCIUICHHA IHTErpamiiiHuX MpoIecis 11
CTBOPEHHS CIIJIBHOI €HEPreTUYHOI IMOJTHKY, €IUHOI0 PUHKY
Ta CTAJI0r0 PO3BUTKY KpaiH.

Enepretnyna mnomithnka €C 0asyeTbca Ha IMPIOPUTETAX,
IIOB’A3aHUX i3 rapaHTOBaHUM Ta Oe3IeYHUM II0CTAaYaHHIM
rasy, HapTH Ta eJTeKTpPoeHeprii. ABTOPU BUILIAIOTH IICTH
MPIOPUTETHUX HAMNPAMKIB CIBHpalti: (popMyBaHHS €IIMHOIO
eHepPreTUYHOr0 PUHKY, 0e3neKa MoCTauaHHs, JuBepcupikaris
eHepreTUYHUX PecypciB, MpoodaeMa 3MiHM KIiMaTy, Po3pooOKa
HOBUX TEXHOJON Ta (DOPMYBAHHS CHLJIHHOI 30BHIIIHBOT
IOJITUKY, a TAKOK IIXOIIB 10 eHePreTUKI.

Bcranos/ieno, mo KuTail JOTPUMYETHCS CXO3KOI IMOJATHKA
3MEHIIEHHS CIOKUBAHHA eHepril Ta NIKIIIMBUX BUKUIIB IIPU
30LIbIIEeHH] YaCTKUA «3eJIeHol  eHepriiy, ae e
CYIPOBO/LKYETHCS JTEAKUMHU BiqMiHHOCTSMM, a caMme: Kurai
IIPOJIOB;KYBaTHME Oy/IyBaTH aTOMHI etekTpocTaniii (AEC) i ne
Oy/ie BiIMOBJISITUCS BiJl BYTiJIBHUX €IeKTPOCTAHIIN ITPUHANMHI
Ha HACTYIIHI 20 POKiB. ChorojaHi Epornelicbkuii Coio3 € OTHIM
i3 HAMBAKIMBIIINX HapTHEPiB KuTaro. 3 or/isy Ha BUKJIA/IEHE,
y CrarTi TaKoK POSIUIIAETHCS IPOIEC  TOPIOBEIBHO-
€KOHOMIYHOTO CIIBPOOITHUIITBA JBOX CTOPIH.

YV 1boMy JOCTIKEHHI TaKoK TIpeICTaBIeHa CIIBIIPAId
AMEPUKAHCHKUX Ta KUTANCHKUX KOMIIAHI B €HEepreTHYHOMY
CEKTOPi, 10 BiIpi3HAIO TOIJISAN aMepUKAHCbKUX AHAMITHKIB
Ha MaildoyTHe BigHocmH MK Kurtaem Tta CIHIA. «IlecumicTi»
BBayKaIOTh, 1[0 CyMepep;KaBaM BasKKO CITiIBICHYBAaTH, KOJIH iXHi
iHTepecu CTUKAIOTHCA 3 SKUTTEBO BAKIMBUMK IIPUPOTHIMU
pecypcaMi. 3a IX CJIOBAaMM, VHUKHYTH MaiiOyTHBHOIO
nporucTosHasg Mk Kuraem i CHIA IPakTUYHO HEMOZKINBO.
«ONTUMICTITY BIIEBHEHI, M0 BEJIMYE3HNI KUTACHKUIT PUHOK
HACTLIBKM  JKUTTEBO  BAKIMBMIL I aMEPUKAHCHKOT
ekoHomiku, mo CIIA samikasieni B ToMy, 00 KHATaliChbKa
€KOHOMIKa  cTaOlLIbHO  3pocTajia,  BiIKpUBaOul  HOBI
MOZK/IMBOCTI /I MOTEHIIHNIX aMepUKAHCHKIX iHBECTOPIB.
eHepreTuyHa  TIOJITHKA, CIHIBPOOITHUIITBO, €KOHOMIKA,
eHepreTnyna oesneka, €sporericbkuii Coros, Kuraii, CIIA
URL:
https://konsensus.net.ua/index.php/konsensus/article/view/19
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At the beginning of the 21* century the economies of China, the EU and the USA are
considered to be the largest consumers of energy. Analysis of BP’s data convinces in it. In
general, their total share is over 70% of world energy consumption' In this sense, we can
even talk about the existence of a certain global triangle of energy consumption: China -
the EU - the USA. In the history and contemporary of their energy strategies, exist both
common provisions and certain differences, the analytical comparison of which allows
better understanding of the process of developing a strategic partnership between China,
the EU and the USA in the energy sector.

Nowadays scientific interest in the issue of the USA - China rivalry for the world
leadership is growing. In this context we are interested in the work of Leonid Leshchenko,
the former Minister-Counselor of the First Embassy of Ukraine in China. His research
concerns the domestic and foreign policy of China, the causes, the phenomenal progress of
ASEAN countries, etc.”

In Yulia Kurnyshova’s article the current stage of the relations between the USA and
China in the political, security and economic dimensions is studied.

Western researchers pay a considerable attention to the issues of competition from
Chinese companies for Western companies. Alexandros Petersen, the Adviser to the
European Energy Security Initiative of the Woodrow Wilson International Centre, together
with Katinka Barysch, Deputy Director of the Centre for European Reform emphasize in
their report that China’s power as a great state depends on the ability to ensure the
continuity and security of its own energy imports*.

Also of great interest for us is the work «China’s Energy demands: Are They
Changing the World?» (China’s energy demands: Are they reshaping the world?), which was
prepared by Gerald Stang, a senior analyst at the EU Institute of Security Studies. It
addresses the obvious need for an effective dialogue between the world’s two largest
importers of energy - the EU and China - in order to ensure common energy security and
reduce risks and threats from exporting countries’.

'BP: mporuo3 pasBUTHS MHDPOBOIl 3HEpreTMKu 10 2030 roga. BP  Global-2013.URL:
http://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp-country/ru_ru/folder/2030_Booklet rus.pdf (Last accessed:
26.01.2022); BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2014. URL:
https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/pdf/energy-economics/statistical-review-2015/bp-
statistical-review-of-world-energy-2015-full-report.pdf (Last accessed: 1.12.2021)

2BP: pOrHo3 pasBUTHUA MUPOBONM 3JHEpPreTuku /10 2030 roga. BP  Global-2013. URL:
http://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp-country/ru_ru/folder/2030_Booklet rus.pdf (Last accessed:
26.01.2022)

3 Kypuumiosa I0.B.  AMepUKaHO-KUTAMCbKe CYHEpHUITBO HAa CYyYacHOMY eTalli: TeHaeHiil Ta
0CO00JIUBOCTI. Cmpameziuni npiopumemu. 2000. N2 2 (11). C. 257-265. URL:
http://old.niss.gov.ua/book/StrPryor/11_2009/37.pdf (1aTa 3BepHEHHS: 24.01.2022)

4Petersen A. Russia, China and the geopolitics of energy in Central Asia. URL:
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2011/rp_o10-4118.pdf (Last
accessed: 25.01.2022)

5Stang G.  China’s  energy demands: Are they reshaping the world? URL:
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Brief 12 China_energy.pdf ( (Last accessed: 21.01.2022)
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A. Austin’s research allows us to trace the stages and mechanisms of the EU - the
USA - China triple cooperation and rivalry in the world energy markets®.

To highlight the current global economic structure through the analysis of the EU -
China - the USA intergovernmental energy cooperation related to a guaranteed and secure
supply of gas, oil and electricity.

The creation of the European Union was mainly based on the energy factor, which
united the Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy and the Benelux countries to realize
the existing potential of European countries and create a common market for coal and steel
- the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). This international state-monopoly
organization, which united the coal, iron ore and metallurgical industries of 10 countries of
the European Economic Society (EET), ended its existence on June 22, 2002, when the
relevant agreement expired. The ECSC has shown its high efficiency and has identified
many problems in the EU’s energy sector”.

Currently, the European Union’s energy policy is aimed at strengthening integration
processes in order to create a single energy policy, a single market and sustainable
development support.

Considering the fact that the energy potential of the EU countries does not fully meet
the needs of the economics (only 12 EU countries have oil, gas and coal deposits), as well as
increasing the dependence on foreign energy supplies, which increased from 10% (1999) to
17%. % (2009) in connection with the expansion to the east, a tendency to focus on large
suppliers of resources — Russia (gas imports — 34.2%, oil - 33.1%), Norway (natural gas —
30.7%) and Algeria (natural gas — 14.1%) remained in Europe almost until 2000%.

In 1999 with the entry into force of the Amsterdam Treaty, the energy factor became
an indicator of the EU’s sustainable development. This was preceded by the Energy Charter
Treaty (1994), which formed the basis of intergovernmental cooperation in the energy field,
unifying the general rules for the European countries. Understanding the need to move
from the national to the supranational level was reflected in the regulations and directives
of the European Parliament and the EU Council in 2003, and enshrined the political
intention to prevent energy risks in the European Security Strategy adopted at the EU
Summit in Brussels in 2003. Conceptual provisions on energy have been reflected in the
European Union’s Green Paper (2006)°.

The current energy structure is based on the priorities related to a guaranteed and
secure supply of gas, oil and electricity. Economic instruments developed by the European
Union include binding regulatory measures, directives, trade and technical standards,
import quotas, price management system, investment loans and subsidies."

® Austin A. Energy and Power in China: Domestic Regulation and Foreign Policy. URL:
http://fpc.org.uk/fsblob/448.pdf (Last accessed: 25.01.2022)

73y0Bl JPAKOHA: KaK KUTalicKue He(TSIHble KOMIIAHUM IIOKOPSIOT Bech mup. Forbes. URL:
http://m.forbes.ru/article.php?id=244914 (1aTa 3BepHEHHS: 24.01.2022)

8 BP Statistical Review of World Energy 2014...

"NiW. Integrated energy strategy for the sustainable development of China. URL:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544210006808 (Last accessed: 01.12.2021)

1° Ihidem.
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For example, the main EU regulatory document on the functioning of the gas market
was adopted in June 2003 by the EU Directive «2003\55\the EU». The directive lays the
foundations for forcing the creation of a single gas market in the EU, as well as enshrines
the right of nation states to choose gas suppliers.

The European Union has identified six priority areas for cooperation: the formation
of a single energy market, security of supply, diversification of energy resources, climate
change issue, development of new technologies, and formation of a common foreign policy
as well as approaches to energy™.

The development of the EU’s policy document «Energy Policy for Europes» and the
signing of the Lisbon Treaty in 2007 legally marked the beginning of a common EU energy
policy, which included the concept of «shared responsibility» in the energy sector.
Interesting is still the fact that the development and adoption of these documents in the EU
almost coincided with the relevant work in China on the first White Paper on Energy™.

The EU’s integrated package of actions, adopted in 2007, addresses the fight against
climate change, infrastructure development and reducing vulnerability to external energy
supplies. Considering the high level of the EU energy imports (52.3% in 2010), changing the
structure of consumption in favor of renewable sources is considered a priority of energy
policy®.

The 2007 EU «20-20-20» initiative calls for a 20% reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions, a 20% increase in renewable energy sources and a 20% reduction in electricity
consumption through the introduction of new technologies. This policy provides the active
development of nuclear energy. Despite the EU’s use of 147 nuclear reactors, a number of
countries have decided to close the country’s nuclear power plants and increase the share
of renewables.

China is pursuing the same policy of reducing energy consumption and emissions
while increasing the share of green energy, but with some differences — China will continue
to build NPP and will not abandon CFPP for at least the next 20 years.

The European Union is one of China’s most important partners the relations with
which are starting to become increasingly diverse and deep, going beyond predominantly
trade and economic cooperation. Undoubtedly, a significant event in this regard is the visit

"Petersen A. Russia, China and the geopolitics of energy in Central Asia. URL:
http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2011/rp_o010-4118.pdf (Last
accessed: 25.01.2022).

2 MaBecTUi Kutas B «3€JeHYI0» SHEPreTUKY MPEBICIIN BMecTe B3gTbie EBpony 1 CIIIA. URL:
http://ecotechnica.com.ua/energy/veter/621-investitsii-Kkitaya-v-zelenuyu-energetiku-prevysili-
vmeste-vzyatye-evropu-i-ssha.html (1aTa 3Beprenms: 01.12.2021); [TlouTnKa 1 1elicTBus Kuras mo
MMPOTUBOAENCTBUI0 KINMATHIECKUM n3MeHenusaM. bemaas kuura. URL: http://russian.china.org.cn
/exclusive/txt/2011-12/19/content_24191682.htm (1aTa 3BepHEHHA: 20.12.2021).

BPetersen A.  Russia, China and the geopolitics of energy... in Central Asia.
URL:http://www.cer.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/attachments/pdf/2011/rp_o010-4118.pdf
(Last accessed: 25.01.2022).
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of Chinese President Xi Jinping to Europe (March 22 - April 1, 2014). This was his first visit
to the continent as the Head of the state, and therefore a number of observers tend to
assess the results of the trip as the beginning of a new stage in Sino-European relations™.

Indeed, it was quite a broad-based mission. Xi Jinping visited four European countries
(the Netherlands, France, Germany and Belgium), participated in the Nuclear Security
Summit in The Hague, and visited the UNESCO and the EU headquarters in Paris and
Brussels respectively. In total, he took part in 84 events of various levels and nature. The
significance of the Chinese leader’s trip to Europe is that, firstly, Xi Jinping voiced China’s
strategy for developing relations with the European Union in the new environment. Secondly,
agreements were reached on specific areas and projects of cooperation with Europe - they
resulted in the signing of more than 120 agreements with European countries on cooperation
in various fields including energy. Thirdly, China has highlighted its position on one of the
most important issues, i.e., nuclear security in the modern world®.

The international nuclear security system, in Beijing’s view, must be comprehensive,
multilevel and networked. At the same time, its main link should remain the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) «with the complementary role of other multilateral
structures and initiativesy. In the current conditions China considers it necessary to
expand the IAEA’s capabilities and competencies in assisting developing countries in
improving the safety of nuclear power facilities. At the same time, Beijing does not question
the right of any state to use nuclear energy for peaceful purposes.

Speaking in The Hague Xi Jinping suggested four main directions to be followed in
ensuring nuclear security in the modern world™.

Firstly, in his view, security should become a prerequisite for the development of
nuclear energy in general. Secondly, respect for the rights of any state should be at the
heart of the whole process of shaping international nuclear security. Thirdly, all parties
should use only a «mutually beneficial approachy» in finding ways of common nuclear
safety. Finally, fourthly, in pursuit of comprehensive nuclear security, it is proposed to
work purposefully and jointly to address the underlying factors that threaten this security.
In addition, at a meeting on countering the nuclear threat, which took place during the
summit, the Chinese leader called on its participants to develop and take, if necessary, swift
and decisive measures to prevent and repel all forms of nuclear terrorism".

Obviously, this speech can serve as an indication that China, having become a global
power, assumes a significant share of responsibility, including ensuring nuclear safety in
the world and in East Asia, in particular.

“Stang G.  China’s  energy demands: Are they reshaping the world? URL:
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Brief 12 China_energy.pdf (Last accessed: 21.01.2022)

5 Ibidem.

16 7hang Pengfei. Outcome list of President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the United States. Xinhua. URL:
http://english.cntv.cn/2015/09/26/ART11443 227957974115.shtml (Last accessed: 26.01.2022)

"Xi Jinping: China Actively Promote Energy Production and Consumption Revolution. URL:
http://en.qgianzhan.com/en/news/341/140614-62c4f750.html (Last accessed: 26.01.2022)
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The position of the European Union quite objectively defines it as one of their main
players in the world energy market, whose approach is based on the liberal principles of
market relations. The EU’s approach to foreign policy and climate change strategies is
based on the interdependence of states, the integration of markets both inside and outside
the region, as well as the harmonization of national standards. In general, both the USA and
China agree with such European approach™.

In autumn of 201, the 3“1 round of the Sino-American Strategic and Economic
Dialogue took place. Based on the situation in West Asia and North Africa, oil prices on the
international market, the incident with the radiation leak at Japan’s Fukushima NPP, the
parties exchanged in-depth views on energy security and clean energy development.

In this regard, the Director of the National Energy Administration Liu Tienan for
Energy Security made several important official statements. He noted that China and the
USA are the world’s largest energy producers and energy consumers of common interests
and share responsibility for maintaining global energy security and developing clean
energy, in addition to meeting common energy security challenges'™. The United States is
currently implementing an energy strategic plan and is developing a plan to ensure energy
security in the future. At the same time, China has organized the 12" Five-Year Plan to
pursue long-term energy security. «The strategic measures of the Chinese and American
sides to regulate energy structure, develop clean energy, ensure security of oil supply,
improve energy efficiency, save energy and save nuclear energy are very similar,» said Liu
Tienan®®.

American analysts’ views on the future of China - the USA relations are largely
devoid of apocalyptic predictions, although some «pessimists» believe that superpowers
find it difficult to coexist when their interests clash with vital natural resources. According
to them, it is almost impossible to avoid a future clash between China and the United
States. «Optimists» believe that the huge Chinese market is so vital to the American
economy that the United States is interested in the Chinese economy to grow steadily,
providing new opportunities for potential American investors®.

There are many examples of direct cooperation between American and Chinese
companies in the energy sector. So, in the mid-2000s, Enron company (the USA) signed an

¥ Xi Jinping: China Actively Promote Energy Production and Consumption Revolution. URL:
http://en.qgianzhan.com/en/news/341/140614-62c4f750.html (Last accessed: 26.01.2022)

B Kurae obHapojoBaHa bBemas Kuura «Kuraiickas sHepreThuyeckas NoJauTuka-2012». URL:
http://www.cntv.ru/2012/10/25/ARTI1351129452782753.shtml (1aTa 3BepHEeHHA: 26.01.2022)

*% Chinese economy. The Economist. URL: http://www.economist.com/topics/chinese-economy
(Last accessed: 21.01.2022)

' Kypuumosa I0.B. AMepuKaHO-KUTAIIChbKe CYNEpHUITBO HAa Cy4acHOMY eTami: TeHJeHIil Ta
0CO00JIUBOCTI. Cmpameziuni npiopumemu. 2000. N2 2 (11). C. 257-265. URL:
http://old.niss.gov.ua/book/StrPryor/11_2009/37.pdf (1aTa 3Bepuenns: 24.01.2022); United States —
China Cooperation. URL: http://www.chinafags.org/issue/united-states-china-cooperation (Last
accessed: 22.01.2022)
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agreement of intent with Petrochina to build a 765 km gas pipeline from Sichuan to Wuhan
and Shanghai. The joint venture Enron Oil & Gas China Ltd (EOGC) was formed, where
Petrochina owns 55% of the shares. The company also intends to develop a new Guangzhou
gas field in Sichuan. On the Chinese offshore shelf, mainly in the South China Sea, American
companies Santa Fe, Chevron and Atlantic Richfield Co. are involved in gas production®.

In general, energy cooperation between China and the United States of America has
made great progress in the recent decades, thanks to the joint efforts of both parties.
Dialogues and exchanges between them have become closer, significant projects are being
implemented, scientific and technical cooperation is being actively pursued and brings
productive results. Both sides demonstrate their readiness to continue business
cooperation in the energy sector and to expand work in such areas as oil security,
expanding mutual investment and trade relations in the field of environmental energy,
deepening cooperation between science and technology in energy science®.

There is already a fairly solid contractual basis for this. Official Beijing and
Washington have reached a number of agreements on energy cooperation. During the
seven-day visit of Chinese President Xi Jinping to the USA in September 2015, the both
parties stressed the spirit of the «Joint Declaration of China and the United States of
America on Energy Security Cooperationy, readiness to ensure energy security in
accordance with the principles of mutually beneficial cooperation, multipolar development
and interaction®*.

The Presidents of China and the USA agreed that in the current framework of
cooperation, such as «China-the USA Energy Cooperation Project», «China-the USA
Renewable Energy Partnerships, «China-the USA Shale Gas Cooperation Memorandums,
they will deepen business cooperation in such areas as smart grids, large-scale
development of wind energy, shale gas and biofuels, security of sea channels for oil and
liquefied gas. The Chinese and American sides promised to share experience in energy
supervision and control as well as any practical information®.

The leaders of both countries noted that in the future they will strengthen political
exchanges and dialogues, actively promote energy business cooperation, laying a solid
foundation for «partnership based on mutual respect and mutual benefits. The parties
agreed to regularly hold such successful events that have already taken place in 2011-2014,
such as «China-the USA Energy Policy Dialogue», «China-the USA Oil and Gas Industry
Forumy, «China-the USA Renewable Energy Forums» and «China-American Forum on the
production and use of biofuels, etc?®.

*2 United States — China Cooperation. URL: http://www.chinafags.org/issue/united-states-china-
cooperation (Last accessed: 22.01.2022).

3 Zhang Pengfei. Outcome list of President Xi Jinping’s state visit to the United States. Xinhua. URL:
http://english.cntv.cn/2015/09/26/ART11443 227957974115.shtml (Last accessed: 26.01.2022)

*# United States — China Cooperation...; Zhang Pengfei. Outcome list of President Xi Jinping’s...

» Austin A. Energy and Power in China...; United States — China Cooperation...

26 7hang Pengfei. Outcome list of President Xi Jinping’s state visit...

X 74 %



KOHOGCEHCOCGCYC

Howmep 2/ 2022 C ONSENSUS

Both Presidents Xi Jinping and Barack Obama agreed on the need to jointly
formulate a global energy policy to prevent climate changes. They also emphasized this
position with the participation of the presidents of the EU and other countries at the 21st
UN Conference on Climate, held in Paris from November 29 to December 12, 2015>.

This international summit was held at the Paris Exhibition Centre Le Bourget and was
dedicated to climate changes. It was held under the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (COP 21) and in the frames of the 11th Meeting of the Parties under the Kyoto Protocol
(CRP-11). The official delegation of the People’s Republic of China stated its readiness to sign
an international agreement to support the increase in the average temperature of the planet
below 2°C, if the agreement applies to all countries. Xi Jinping also held several bilateral
meetings with the EU leaders, including President of France Francois Hollande and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, British Prime Minister David Cameron and others, during which
they discussed cooperation issues, including energy sector?®.

Thus, China, the United States of America and the EU before the presidency of
Donald Trump have been developing active cooperation in the field of traditional and
alternative energy, ecology and climate changes. It is clear that this does not mean the
absence of certain disputes in their relationship. On the contrary, they address many
issues, such as the USA and the EU concerns (excluding Germany) about the persistence of
trade deficits with China, cyber threats and China’s territorial claims in the East China and
South China Seas, and the supply of counterfeit products from China (including defective
storage batteries and solar panels), fierce competition from Chinese energy companies in
Central Asia, the Middle East and Africa, some demonstrative features of Sino-Russian
relations, in particular in the energy sector, etc.
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