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Derhun T. V. Functions of idioms in English magazine articles: cognitive rhetorical method-
ology of distinguishing. The paper offers a cognitive rhetorical methodology of de  ning functions 
of idioms which consists in application of conceptual structures of sensorimotor origin throughout 
the rhetorical stages of text-formation of English magazine articles: invention, arrangement, elocu-
tion, performation. 

Key words: idiom, English magazine article, cognitive-rhetorical analysis, conceptual struc-
ture.
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  to take control «     »    con-
trol « »,     ‘make somebody do’ [20, 322]   -

.         to take control,  -
   to take,      ,  

  [4, 46],     ,      
   ,  , ,  ’ ,  [15, 45]. 
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    (Gadda  )      ,  
    riddance   ‘gone’ [21]    -

 (no longer living) [21],      . ,   
 (good riddance),      :      

       ,    –     
      . 

       in the end «  - »  at the hands 
of «  »    : (2) “In the end, […] the  nal days of Gadda  ’s regime came 
[…] at the hands of rebels in western Libya.”      
     ,   end    in the end.  

    at the hands of    (rebels)  -
    ,     at the hands of  

at   ‘done by’ [20, 691],    .
 ,       to speak one’s mind  
    from scratch, to take a step, in earnest   , 

      : (1) “I expected her to talk about newfound 
freedoms, about the ability to truly speak her mind for the  rst time. (5) In the aftermath of the civil 
war, state building will begin from scratch. (7) To its immense credit, the NTC took  rm steps to-
ward state building, planning in earnest for a post-Gadda   Libya that would rely on transparent 
institutions.”    ,       

    .    (her),   
  to speak one’s mind  (1)    to speak,    -

    .   (state building)   
      from scratch  (5)   from,   
   ,    .    (the 

NTC)            
 to take a step   in earnest « » (7).  to take a step   step   

    ,  ,    
 in earnest « »,     .

    ,   – to take part in «   »  gold rush 
«  »       
“Many fear turmoil and strife after the dictator’s fall. In fact, there’s reason to believe that Libya will 
be just  ne.”   turmoil « »   gold rush    

  ,    strife « »   to take part in,  
     : “There were other clefts as well: […]; those 

inside Libya who have taken part in the uprising versus those outside […] (11) The greatest post-
Gadda   problem may be an embarrassment of riches as a “gold rush” of aid, unfrozen assets […].” 

    (“those inside Libya”)     to take 
part in  (10)     ,   aid,   
gold rush  (11),         .  to 
take part in   to take    ,   rush    gold 
rush   ‘fast movement’ [20, 1348]     , 
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“War Within” (22, 30–39).   ,      
   , ,     ,   

    :  top brass, in favor of,  to pay attention,  to take issue 
with. 
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     war “ ”,     
  ‘con  ict’  ‘opposing’ [21],  ,       

,   ,   ,   . 
       :   to get 

one’s way   ,  in favor of   to take issue with   : (5) If 
Gates has his way, the top brass will have to shed old habits and adjust to leaner times.(9) “[…] 
Gates drew up a hit list of big-ticket weapons to be chopped in favor of programs that were less 
glamorous but more useful.” (19) In his quest for savings, Gates faces re  exive pushback from 
the political right, […] He takes issue with the left, too.”   ,   
(Gates)    ’   (5)    way « »    
to have one’s way,     .     

    in favor of  (9)   to take issue with  (19).  in favor of  
  favor   ‘support’ [21]   (Gates)   

 ,     (“programs that were less glam-
orous”) –           

.  to take issue with « »   ‘todisagree’  ‘toargue’ [20, 814] -
 ,   he,   ,     (the 

left),   ,     .
    to pay attention «  »   top 

brass «  »       top brass   : (2) 
“[…] what the defense secretary said did not get a lot of notice. […] four-star generals and ad-
mirals should have been paying attention. The word going around the Pentagon was that Gates 
was targeting the pampered lifestyles of the top brass. (5) If Gates has his way, the top brass will 
have to shed old habits and adjust to leaner times.”      
(“four-star generals and admirals”)      to pay attention  (2) 

       to pay    to pay atten-
tion,       ’  [20, 1121],   

    .     (2)  (5)  top brass,  
   top          , 
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