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SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PRECONDITIONS OF INTRODUCING 
A RELIGIOUS COMPONENT AT SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF GENERAL 

EDUCATION IN EASTERN GERMANY IN 1989–1991
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Social and political preconditions of introducing the religious component in the 
secondary schools of general education in Eastern Germany in 1989–1991 have been 
examined. Difficulties and challenges of the «new start» of religious education in 
secondary schools in new federal states of Germany have been determined. The 
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concepts of leading scientists and educators concerning the reform of the existing 
system of education, in particular, the content of the outlook-forming school subject, 
have been analyzed. On the basis of reports and decisions of the roundtables of the 
first expert groups concerning the introduction of religious education and discussion in 
religious communities the specific approach of the eastern states of Germany to the 
highlighted issue has been represented.

Key words: religious component, the lesson of religion, religious education, 
evangelical religion, the Catholic religion, the new federal states of Germany.
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