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RISK SOCIETY AS FACTOR OF INFLUENCE
ON TRANSFORMATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION MANAGEMENT

Abstract. General theoretical framework for risk management in sociology has been 
considered. Main socio-economic and political factors, which have influenced the content 
of modern sociological concept of the «risk society», have been characterized. The essence 
of the risk society has been defined. Urgent issues that have to be solved by the post-
modern society in the era of modernization and globalization have been outlined. The basic 
principles of the general risk theories of such foreign social scientists, as U. Beck, A. 
Giddens and N. Luhmman have been studied. A number of characteristic features of 
technological risks («manufactured risks») and their main differences from the early 
industrial ones have been determined.

It has been underlined that the post-industrial society was the society of risk, which 
has entered the era of modernization, globalization, universalization and 
institutionalization of risk. The author has indicated that these processes has influenced 
and caused a very significant transformation of higher education system. Besides, it has 
been claimed that ready-made unavoidable and even unpredictable risks constantly 
penetrated this system. Therefore, at the present stage of higher education the necessity of
solving some issues connected with managing the risks, preventing slowdown of innovative 
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development of universities and achieving the goal of long-term programs arises. It has
been stressed that it is necessary to study risks further and take them into consideration
while managing higher education system of Ukraine. 

Keywords: risk management, risk society, post-industrial society, general risk 
theories, risk, technological risks.
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