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SCIENTIFIC AND RESEARCH TRAINING 
OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS MASTERS 

IN THE UNIVERSITIES OF GREAT BRITAIN

Abstract. Importance of Ukrainian educational system integration in the European 
research and education environment that is the key factor in social development in the 
context of globalization has been grounded. Conditions and problems of European 
integration have been analyzed. Factors that inhibit European integration process have 
been revealed. Recommendations concerning its acceleration have been formulated. The 
role of research activity in masters’ preparation has been considered. Ways of Ukrainian 
magistracy modernization on the basis of integration process considering international 
experience have been outlined. Organizational and pedagogical principles of research and 
scientific masters’ training in the UK have been outlined. Problems and basic aspects of 
master’s programs in the field of politics and international relations in the UK universities 
have been considered. Attention has been focused on the research and scientific master’s
programs in British universities, on research and scientific peculiarities of Master of 
International Relations. Content, structure and requirements for master’s research 
programs, especially for thesis that is the final research project, have been characterized. 
General requirements for the UK International Relations Masters’ research competencies 
have been outlined. It has been stressed that scientific and research training of 
international relations masters should be aimed at obtaining additional professional 
knowledge, formation of scientific and research competencies and skills, professional 
qualities necessary for applying knowledge and skills in professional activity, acquiring 
professional experience, formation of professional ethics and motivation for further 
professional development.

Keywords: research activity, research skills, high education UK, MSc from politics 
and international relations, research graduate programs, research competence.
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