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ABSTRACT

Purpose. The purpose of this study is to define and describe the semantic components
of the verbalised concept «flirting» as a component of ludic competence in the
linguistic consciousness of the Russian-speaking people from Eastern Ukraine.
Methods. The main method of the research was a psycholinguistic experiment.
The sample comprised 400 young people (aged 18-35), males and females being
equally represented.

Results. The experiment results proved that the concept «flirting» in the linguistic
consciousness of the Russian-speaking population of Ukraine is represented by four
core semantic clusters: «verbal and nonverbal means of communication» (27.75%),
«forms and types of interaction» (25.25%), «emotions, feelings, states» (24.75%),
and «gender» (10.5%). The peripheral clusters «romantic relationship» (4.0%) and
«meeting place» (1.5%) are represented by a relatively equal number of male and
female reactions. The fact that clusters on the extreme periphery are exclusively
represented either by female («secret actions») or male reactions («time of year»)
is most probably explained by certain individual preferences in usage rather than by
gender-specific tendencies. The analysis of isolated reactions allowed distinguishing
the following cluster reactions: «age» (youth), «period of time» (temporality) and
«time of day» (it is getting late).

The associative behaviour of the respondents is characterized by a heterosexual
orientation of flirting, which is reflected in the peripheral subcluster
«heterosexuality» (1.25%).

Conclusions. Based on the results of cluster analysis, two psycholinguistic meanings of
the concept of «flirting» were described: 1. A type of courtship that does not involve
sexual intimacy (90.75%) and 2. Sexual relations (4.5%).

The semantic content of the concept core of «flirting» does not depend on gender
identification based on the results of the analysis of female and male associative
fields. The attitude of informants to the stimulus of «flirting» is emotionally positive
and is characterized by positive evaluation.

The comparative analysis of the verbalised concept «flirting» in the linguistic
consciousness of Russian-speaking population of Ukraine and people who live in Russia
revealed a wider semantic scope and prominent positive attitude to the stimulus of
Ukrainian sample. In general, the evaluation of this phenomenon by Russian-speaking
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respondents in Ukraine and members of the Russian linguistic culture is presented
mainly by positive and neutral reactions.

Key words: ludic competence, playfulness, ludic position, flirting, psycholinguistic
experiment, free word association test, linguistic consciousness, youth.

Introduction

This article continues a series of studies devoted to /udic
competence/ playfulness (Kobzieva et al., 2020), and one of its
components is flirting.

We define ludic competence as a system of inner resources to
which a person turns in order to balance their personality against
external conditions of the social environment on the basis of positive
emotions, interest and joy, which are frequently expressed affectively
and accompanied by tension and excitement. Ludic competence is
formed alongside with the development of playfulness, which is a stable
personality trait, which we define as the individual creative adaptation
to the reality of their own «Self» (individual identity) and to the reality
of the World (social identity): every difficult situation can be faced as a
challenge rather than a threat.

In the previous studies we published the findings of the most
extensive free association test with the stimulus word playfulness
(Kobzieva, 2020: 224), theoretically and experimentally explained the
way we formed our sample groups quantitatively and qualitatively,
and verified the components of playfulness and corresponding ludic
positions® by means of psycholinguistic experiment: «sensitivity»
(sensitive) — «Empath; «imagination» (imaginative) — «Sculptory;
«ease» (easy) — «balance-master»; «flirting» (flirtatious) — «Diplomaty;
«impishness» (impish) — «Frolicsome fellowy»; «humour» (funny) —
«Real humouristy; «fugue» (fugue) — «Holy fool» (Gordienko-
Mytrofanova & Kobzieva, 2017).

As a psychological phenomenon flirting and its certain aspects are
covered in the works of E. Berne as a kind of light game, which implies

* The names of ludic positions are justified both theoretically and empirically and were
tested during coaching sessions in ludic competence, which are part of the curriculum of
psychology students in H.S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical University.
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presence of a double secret interaction of ego states (Berne, 2017) and
in the works of Gangestad, as a negotiation process that takes place after
an initial contribution (Rodgers, 1999). Hall (2013) identified 5 styles of
flirting, Henningsen, Braz, and Davies (2008) determined 6 motives of
[irting, Watzlawick (1983) defined 30 steps of flirting, «from the first
eye contact to sex»; Givens (1978) and Whitty (2003) described non-
verbal cues for flirting.

But since the subject of our research is ludic
competence / playfulness and its components, we are especially interested
in the studies where a close relationship of flirting and playfulness is
shown, and playfulness is considered a highly desirable trait in potential
long-term partner and romantic relationships (Chick, Yarnal & Purrington,
2012). Starting with the study of Woll (1989), playfulness is associated
with different styles of sexual behaviour, certain types of affection and
love, as a spontaneous, idiosyncratic «private game» aimed at stabilizing
family relationship, as an important personality trait in particular when
choosing a potential partner for romantic relationship (Lauer & Lauer,
2002; Fredrickson, 2003; Weber & Ruch, 2012) and in general as an
evolutionarily significant characteristic when choosing a sexual partner
(Chick, Yarnal & Purrington, 2012; Proyer & Wagner, 2015).

In foreign playfulness questionnaires which we know, flirting was
not distinguished as a particular scale but some of its manifestations
were defined. For example, relaxedness and focus on other are present
in such diagnostic techniques as Playfulness Scale for Young Adults
(Barnett, 2007); Adult Playfulness Trait Scale (Shen, Chick & Zinn,
2014); Other-directed, Lighthearted, Intellectual, and Whimsical
playfulness (Proyer, 2017).

Flirting as an individual scale of ludic competence/playfulness
was singled out in the structure of LUDIC COMPETENCE
QUESTIONNAIRE (LCQ) developed in terms of psycholinguistics
by Kobzieva, Gordiienko-Mytrofanova, Zuiev, and Sauta (2019).
Factor analysis revealed two latent factors of playfulness and one of
them, Creative communicative susceptibility, comprises the following
components: flirting, sensitivity and imagination. The content of this
factor reflects exclusively adult playfulness, the state of Adult (mature
personality) in the terminology of E. Berne. In general, it concerns good
command of verbal and non-verbal communication, freedom and creative
spontaneity in difficult situations, and, in particular, well-developed skills
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of adaptability and self-adjustment. The latter provide quick assessment
of a situation avoiding frustration and tension of Other without fear
to make non-standard decisions — «to play with the situation». But
«playing with the situation» always involves maintaining a balance of
directness (sincerity) and courtesy (politeness), which is expressed in
adequate verbalization of interests and expectations, in terms of positive
psychotherapy” (Pezeshkian, 2006: 34). The questionnaire validation
revealed that flirting as a scale of Playfulness has a strong positive
connection with the scales of emotional intelligence: «Managing your
feelings and emotionsy, «Controlling feelings and emotions of othersy»,
«Consciousness of feelings and emotions of others»; self-actualization:
«Temporal orientation», «Values of self-actualization», «Cognitive
need», «Creativity», «Rapport», and «Flexibility of communicationy;
and «Affiliative style of humour» (Kobzieva et al., 2019).

In the frame of our ludic competence coaching sessions we
consider flirting as the ability to take attention and get on the right side
of somebody of the same or the opposite gender through verbal and
non-verbal communication in ovder to establish and maintain mutually
beneficial relationships based on the feeling of emotional bond; «to
promote» Other in the desired direction (Gordiienko-Mytrofanova,
Kobzieva & Sauta, 2020).

In our ludic competence coaching sessions primarily the results of
the psycholinguistic experiment are in active use. They help us consider:
gender-specific differences in the perception of the stimulus «flirting»,
emotional and evaluative attitude to it, important meanings of «flirting»
for the linguistic consciousness of the Russian-speaking population of
Ukraine, etc.

Methodology of Empirical Research

The aim of the present article is to use the method of applied
psycholinguistic research to define semantic components of the
verbalised concept «flirting» in the linguistic consciousness of young
Russian-speaking people living in Ukraine.

*  Courtesy means the ability to be considerate, to obey and to say «Yes» at the cost of
intuitive refusal and an emotional response of fear. Directness as the ability to frankly
express needs, stand up for oneself and assert oneself determines the associated risk of
aggression.
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In accordance with target mission the following objectives were
outlined: to determine general features of the verbal behaviour®™ of
young respondents in the framework of studying the verbalised concept
«flirting»; to suggest major strategies and ways of dividing associations
triggered by the stimulus «flirting» into semantic groups.

Methods and Techniques of the Research

The method of the given research is a psycholinguistic experiment,
whose major part is the free association test with the stimulus word
«flirting». As additional methods, we used surveys (to refine the
results of the free association test) and questionnaires (to specify the
characteristics of the sample). As a mathematical-statistical method
for the analysis of the results, we used frequency and cluster analysis
allowing us to identify tendencies in the distribution of associations
expressed by the experimental group.

The free association test with the stimulus word «flirtingy was
conducted in a written form. Respondents were instructed to state their
gender, age, education/specialisation, marital status, and write down the
first five words that came to their minds somehow associated with the
word «flirtingy.

Participants

The total number of respondents was 400 young people (age 18—
35), males and females equally represented. By education, 24 per cent
were undergraduates, 58 per cent had a university degree, 18 per cent
completed secondary school education; by marital status, 24 per cent
were married, 76 per cent were single.

Ethical Standards

The authors ensure that the study has been carried out in
accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association

* In the framework of our research, verbal behaviour is applied in a rather limited way, as
written reactions to the stimulus words, i.e. it is synonymous to the term «associative
behaviour».
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(Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans; approved
by the local institutional review board (protocol Ne 12 of the Department
of Psychology of H.S. Skovoroda Kharkiv National Pedagogical
University, 23.05.2018). Written informed consent was obtained from all
participants.

No funding has been received during the preparation or conducting
the study, nor in writing of this article.

The authors have no conflicts of interest to disclose.

Results

In accordance with the objectives of the study, the results of a
free associative test were processed according to the algorithm for
describing psycholinguistic meaning, developed by I.A. Sternin (2011),
which provides the following:

(1) Building associative fields by five reactions and by the
first reaction.

Frequency analysis of the free association test with the stimulus
word «flirting» enabled us to build associative fields by five reactions
and by the first reaction. A total of 1991 reactions were expressed
by the respondents (the results of the free association test by five
reactions). Out of these, 467 reactions were unique’, including 77 word
combinations or complete sentences; 1710 reactions with a frequency
greater than one; 281 isolated cases™; 0 declined to answer the question.

As far as the first reaction is concerned, the free association test
with the stimulus word «flirting» yielded 400 associations, of which 102
reactions were unique, including 12 word combinations; 52 reactions
with a frequency greater than one, 50 isolated cases, 0 declined to
answer the question.

The comparative analysis of the associative fields (by the first and
by five reactions) prompted the conclusion that the composition and
nature of reactions had not changed significantly. What has changed,
however, is the sequence of high-frequency reactions (cf. Figure 1), as
well as the quantity of peripheral reactions and isolated cases. The latter
can be easily explained by the greater number of respondents.

* Unique reactions are reactions expressed with different lexemes (Karaulov et al., 2002a).

** |solated cases are reactions with a frequency that equals 1 (Karaulov et al., 2002a).
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=
X

1% 2% 3% 4% 5% 6%
sympathy (cumnarusi)

play (urpa)

girl (neBymka)

smile (ynprOka)

love (;1000BB)
acquaintance (3HaKOMCTBO)
communication (o01mmeHue)
making advances (3aurpbIBaHUE)
look (B3ru1si)
coquettishness (KOKETCTBO)
interest (WHTEpEC)
intercourse (Cexc)

romance (POMaHTHKA)

eyes (rasza)

relationship (oTHOIICHNS)
attention (BHIMaHHE)

drive (BneueHue)

kiss (moremnyit)

meeting (BcTpeya)

man (My>X41Ha)

'“W”“H"N

B % of the total number of answers (n=400)

m % of the total number of answers (n=1991)

Figure 1. Comparative analysis of associative fields by five reactions
and by the first reaction to the stimulus «flirting»

(2) Determining general and specific features of the verbal
behaviour of the young respondents. General features of the verbal
behaviour of the young respondents are represented by such lexemes
(more than 1 per cent) as play (uepa) (5.75%), love (106066) (5.0%),
acquaintance (3xaxomcmeo) (4.75%), look, making advances (g3en50,
sauepwisanue) (3.25%), eyes (ernaza) (2.25%), drive (eneuenue) (1.5%)
(cf. Figure 2).

In order to identify specific features of the verbal behaviour of
the respondents by gender, «male» and «female» associative fields
were constructed. The basis for highlighting the specific traits of the
female / male respondents, reflected in certain lexemes, was absence of
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the latter in the «male» / «female» associative field or a sufficiently large
difference in the frequency of these lexemes. For example, the women’s
specific traits were expressed in such lexemes as sympathy (cumnamus)
(4.75% / 1.0%), smile (ynwioka) (3.5% / 1.5%), romance (pomanmuxa)
(1.75% / 0.75%), relationship (omnowenus) (1.5% / 0.5%), charm
(ooasnue) (1.25% / 0%), man, lightness (mysxcuuna, J1e2kocmy)
(1.0% / 0.25%); the forward slash indicates the men’s percentage of
frequency of the reactions mentioned above.

S
X

1% 2% 3% 4% 5%
sympathy (cumnarus)

play (urpa)

girl (meBymka)

smile (ynbr0ka)

love (;1000BB)

acquaintance (3HaKOMCTBO)
communication (o01ieHue)
making advances (3aurpsIBaHUE)
look (B3rsim)

coquettishness (KOKETCTBO)
interest (MHTEpEC)

intercourse (cekc)

romance (POMaHTHKA)

eyes (1a3a)

relationship (oTHOIIEHH)
attention (BHUMaHUe)

drive (BneueHwme)

kiss (mouemnyit)

meeting (BcTpeya)

1rr'r1l1|}]ll||”m

man (My>X41HA)

m Females, % of the total number of answers for the first reaction (n=200)

m Males, % of the total number of answers for the first reaction (n=200)

Figure 2. Comparative analysis of associations of female
and male samples to the stimulus «flirting»
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The men’s specific traits were expressed in such lexemes as gir/
(Oesywika) (4.25% / 1.25%), communication (oowenue) (2.75% / 0.75%),
interest (unmepec) (2.0% / 1.0%), intercourse (cexc) (2.25% / 0.75%),
attention (enumanue) (1.5% / 0.5%), kiss, meeting (noyenyii, écmpeua)
(1.0% / 0.5%), touch (kacanus) (1.0% / 0 %), the forward slash indicates
the women’s percentage of frequency of the reactions mentioned above.

(3) Isolated cases. At the next stage of the research, isolated
cases were comprehended. Isolated cases reflecting the individual
meanings of the respondents are found only in the male associative
field. They are as follows: fun (secerve), wine (suno), hair (8onocwi),
temporality (spemennocms), lady (0ama), girls (desywku), dialogue
(ouanoe), drift (opugm), frivolity (neekomwviciue), flattery (necmuv),
lift (mugm), beloved (nrobumasn), youth (monodocmw), sea (mope),
seduction (obonvwenue), pick-up (nuxan), gifts (nodapku), good time
(npusmuoe 6pemanposodicoeHue), pretty girl (cumnamuunas Oe8yuiKa),
confidence(yeepennocms), curvy  (¢ueypnas), feelings  (uyscmsa),
empathy (amnamus).

Isolated cases found only in the female associative field
include: gigolo (anvghonc), bar (bap), lips (eyowl), intrigue
(unmpuea), spark (ucxpa), café (kaghe), cosmetics (kKocmemuxa),
easy (neexo), martini (mapmunu), easiness (HenpuHyI’COEHHOCMD),
new emotions (Hoevle omoyuu), guy (napemus), it is getting late
(noszoneem), touch (npuxochoeenus), sanitary pads (npoxiaoxu),
emancipation (packpenowennocms), self-realization (camopeanuzayus),
secrecy (cexkpemuocms), laughter (cmex), unconstrained laughter
(HenpuHyIHCOeHHbLIL cMeX), passion (cmpacms), humor (jomop).

The analysis of the isolated cases made it possible to single out
the following semantic clusters of reactions: age (Bo3pact) ((yvouth)
(monooocmy)), «period of time» (mepuon Bpemenw) ((temporality
(6pemennocmy)) and «time of day» («Bpems cyTtok») ((it is getting
late (nozoneem)).

(4) Negative reactions. The associative field of the stimulus
«flirting» had a number of reactions with negative connotation” (2.0%).

* The researchers, authors of the article, coded the negative reactions using Russian
dictionaries providing information about emotional connotations of words (Ozhegov &
Shvedova, 2011; Yefremova, 2000; Ushakov, 1935-1940); e.g.. FLATTERY: subservient praise
of somebody or something, hypocritical admiration for somebody or something (Yefremova,
2000). The agreement between the researchers was reached up to 95 per cent.
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The reactions with negative connotation include the following
isolated cases: unfaithfulness (usmena) 3, gigolo (arvghonc),
frivolity (neexomwicnue), flattery (necmw), seduction (obonvuwenue),
pick-up (nuxan) 1.

(5) Semantic clusters of the verbalised concept «flirtingy.
The output of the conducted research was distribution of 400 reactions
among the following semantic groups/clusters and description of
psycholinguistic meanings:

Core clusters” (more than 10 per cent):

1. «Verbal and non-verbal means of communication»
(«BepbanbHble uW HeBepOajbHbIE cpeacTBa o0meHus») — 110
(27.5%), f. 52 (13.0%), m. 58 (14.5%). This cluster comprises semantic
subclusters that were identified fairly conventionally

1.1. «non-verbal means of communicationy («nesepoanvhvie
cpeocmea oowenuar). smile (yavioxka) 20, look (s3enao) 13, eyes
(enaza) 9, attention (snumanue) 8, charm (obasnue) 5, kiss (noyenyii) 6,
touch (xacanus) 4, behaviour, to attract attention (nosedenue, npusneusv
senumanue) 3, laugh, gesture (cmex, scecm) 2, hair (sonocwt), lips (2yovl),
cosmetics (kocmemuxa), hints (nameku), hint at something (Hamex Ha
umo-mo), unconstrained laughter (nenpunyscoenmsiii cmex), touching
(npuxocrosenus), curvy (gueypnas) 1 — 83 (20.75%), f. 45 (11.25%),
m. 38 (9.5%);

1.2.  «verbal means of communication» («eepoanvuvle cpedcmea
obwenun»). communication (oowenue) 14, compliment (xomniumenm) 4,
conversation (pazeoeop) 3, jokes(wymku) 2, dialogue (ouanoe), flattery
(necmv), tongue-in-cheek compliments (ocmpeie KoMHAUMEHMbBL C
namexom), humour (romop) 1 — 27 (6.75%), f. 7 (1.75%), m. 20 (5.0%).

2. «Forms and types of interaction» («®opmMbl H BHIBI
B3aumoneiicreusi») — 101 (25.25%), f. 49 (12.25%), m. 52 (13.0%).
This cluster consists of three semantic subclusters:

2.1. «sexless relationshipy  («nenonoevie  omuouieHuny):
play (uepa) 23, acquaintance (3nakomcmeo) 19, making advances

* The reactions were distributed among various clusters on the basis of the algorithm
of describing psycholinguistic meanings developed by Sternin and Rudakova (2011).
Gordiienko-Mytrofanova and Sauta collaborated with Sternin for 3 years and described
the psycholinguistic meanings of the stimulus word «playfulness» with a sample of 1,600
respondents under his supervision (Gordienko-Mytrofanova & Sauta 2016a, Gordiienko-
Mytrofanova et al., 2019).
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(3auepwvisanue) 13, relationship (omnowenus) 8, meeting (6cmpeua) 6,
playfulness (uepusocmw), date (ceudanue) 3, good time (npusmmoe
spemanposodicoenue),  self-realization — (camopeanuzayus) 1 —
77 (19.25%), f. 39 (9.75%), m. 38 (9.5%);

2.2. «sexual relations)» («nonoevie omHouieHusn»). intercourse
(cexc) 12, unfaithfulness (usmena) 3, blow job (munem) 2, sanitary pads
(npoknaoxu) 1 — 18 (4.5%), f. 6 (1.5%), m. 12 (3.0%);

2.3.  «seduction activities» («0esasmeibHOCHb RO COOIAZHEHUIO)):
seduction (coonasm) 4, enticement (obonvujenue), pick-up (nuxan) I —
6 (1.5%), f. 3 (0.75%), m. 3 (0.75%).

3. «Emotions, feelings, states» («IMonuwu, 4yBCTBA,
cocTostHMA»): sympathy (cumnamus) 23, love (moboev) 20, interest
(unmepec) 13, drive (eneuenue) 6, lightness (neckocmwu) 5, being in love
(enr0bnennocmy) 4, intimacy (6nuzocms), excitement (8030yscoenue) 3,
vehemence (azapm), reciprocity (63aumHocms), tenderness (HedicHOCMb),
enthusiasm (yeneuenue), emotion (amoyus) 2, drift (Opugm), fun
(6ecenve), spark (uckpa), easy (neeko), frivolity (neckomwviciue), new
emotions (Hogvle 3moyuu), ease (HENPUHYHCOEHHOCMb), emancipation
(packpenowennocmy), passion (cmpacms), confidence (yeepeHHOCHb),
feelings (uyscmea), empathy (amnamusa) 1 — 99 (24.75%), f. 57
(14.25%), m. 42 (10.5%).

4. «Gender» («IToa») — 42 (10.5%), f. 16 (4.0%), m. 26 (6.5%).
This cluster comprises three semantic subclusters:

4.1 «femaley («ocenckuit nony). girl (Oesywxa) 22, sly puss
(xokemka), woman (scenwuna) 2, lady (0ama), girls (Oesywxu), beloved
(nrodbumas), pretty girl (cumnamuunas oesywka) 1 — 30 (7.5%), f. 7
(1.75%), m. 23 (5.75%);

4.2 «maley («mysycckoui nony). man (myxcuuna) 5, gigolo
(anvgponc), guy (napensv) 1 — 7 (1.75%), f. 6 (1.5%), m. 1 (0.25%);

4.3 «heterosexualityy»  («cemepocekcyanvHocmb): opposite
gender (npomueononoxcuviti non), a guy and a girl (napenwv u
oegywika) 2, occurs between a man and a woman (803uuxaem medxncoy
myxcuunou u scenwunor) 1 — 5 (1.25%), f. 3 (0.75%), m. 2 (0.5%).

Peripheral clusters (less than 10 per cent, but more than 1 per cent):

5. «Romantic view of life» («PomanTHYECKOE
MUpOOIILYIleHUe»): romance (pomanmuka) 10, flowers (yeemot) 3, wine
(6uno), martini (mapmunu), gifts (nooapxu) 1 — 16 (4.0%), f. 9 (2.25%),
m. 7 (1.75%).
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6. «Meeting place» («Mecto BecTpeum»), real or virtual: bar
(bap), water (sooa), café (xaghe), lift (nugpm), sea (mope), social media
(coyuanvrnas cemv) 1 — 6 (1.5%), w. 3 (0.75%), m. 3 (0.75%).

Clusters from extreme periphery (no more than 1 per cent, but
less than 0.25 per cent):

7. «Time of year» («Bpemsi roma»): spring (secna) 2 — 2 (0.5%),
m. 2 (0.5%).

8. «Secret actions» («CkpsbITble  JeHCTBUSI»):  secrecy
(cexpemnocmy), intrigue (unmpuea) 1 — 2 (0.5%), f. 2 (0.5%).

Isolated clusters:

9. «Age» («Bozpact»): youth (monooocms) I — 1 (0.25%),
m. 1 (0.25%).

10. «Time of day» («Bpemsi cyTok»): if is getting late (no3oneem)
1 -1 (0.25%), f. 1 (0.25%).

11.«Time  period» («Ilepuong  BpemeHm»):  temporality
(spemennocms) 1 — 1 (0.25%), m. 1 (0.25%).

Synonymous  reactions:  coquettishness  (koxemcmeo) 13,
courtship (vxasxcusanue) 4 — 17 (4.25%), f. 11 (2.75%), m. 6 (1.5%).
Echo reaction: fleece jacket (¢gnucka) — 1 (0.25%), m. 1 (0.25%).
Uninterpreted reactions: ¢gaunm (¢paunm) — 1 (0.25%), m. 1 (0.25%).

(6) Psycholinguistic meanings of the concept «flirting». Based
on cluster analysis, the psycholinguistic meanings of the word «flirting»,
was described. «Psycholinguistic meaning, — according to I. Sternin, —
can be rightfully considered as the most adequate and reliable
model of systemic word meaning reflecting the reality of linguistic
consciousness of native speakers» (Sternin & Rudakova, 2011: 188).
The algorithm of describing the psycholinguistic meaning implies a
sequence of certain stages and was given in detail in our publications
(Gordienko-Mytrofanova & Sauta, 2016). Here we dwell only on the
semic interpretation of the results of the frequency analysis of the free
association test to the stimulus «flirting» by the first reaction. On the
stage of semic interpretation the produced reactions were interpreted as
linguistic representations of the stimulus semantic components (semes).
Associates that are close in meaning were grouped together, and their
frequency was summed up, e.g.: play 39 [play 23, making advances
13, playfulness 3], date 15 [meeting 6, date 3], seduction 6, [seduction
4, enticement, pick-up 1], etc. The formulated semes of the outlined
meanings were arranged in a connected definition of the meaning.
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The definitions were formulated as an organized connected enumeration
of experimentally outlined semantic components of each of the
interconnected meanings. Each meaning was formulated separately. Since
the description of meaning of each word is the author’s interpretation,
both the sememic attribution of associative reactions and the semic
interpretation of the latter are given below.

FLIRTING (400 respondents)

1. A TYPE OF COURTSHIP THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE
SEXUAL INTIMACY.

Finds expression in RELATIONSHIP 8, which OCCURS
BETWEEM A MAN AND A WOMAN 5 [opposite gender, a guy and
a girl 2, occurs between a man and a woman 1] in YOUTH 1, and is
characterized by RECIPROCITY, SECRECY 2, [secrecy, intrigue 1],
TEMPORALITY 1 and ROMANCE 10 with FLOWERS 3, WINE 2
[wine, martini 1], GIFTS 1;

common both for GIRLS 24 [girl 22, girls, pretty girl 1],
WOMEN, SLY PUSS 2, BELOVED, LADY 1, CURVY 1 [curvy 1]
with attractive appearance, HAIR, LIPS, COSMETICS 1 and

MEN S [man 5], GIGOLO, GUY 1, who radiate CHARM 5;

aimed at PLAY 39 [play 23, making advances 13, playfulness 3],
ACQUAINTANCE 19, ATTRACTING ATTENTION 11 [attention 8,
attract  attention 3], SEDUCTION 6 [seduction 4, enticement,
pick-up 1], GOOD TIME 1, expression of SELF-REALISATION 1,

caused by SYMPATHY 23, LOVE 20, INTEREST 13, DRIVE
7 [drive 6, passion 1], BEING IN LOVE 6 [being in love 4,
ENTHUSIASM 2, spark 1],

involves expressing 3 EMOTIONS 3 [emotion 2, new
emotions 1] and FEELINGS 1, as LIGHTNESS 6 [lightness 5,
easy 1], INTIMACY, EXCITEMENT 3, TENDERNESS, EASE 2
[ease, emancipation 1], VEHEMENCE 2, FUN, DRIFT, FRIVOLITY,
CONFIDENCE, EMPATHY 1;

mostly consists of non-verbal signals: LOOK 22 [look 13,
eves 9], SMILE 20, KISS 6, TOUCH 5 [touch 4, touching 1],
LAUGHTER 3 |[laughter 2, unconstrained laughter 1], GESTURE,
HINT 2 [hint at something 1, hints 1], as well as verbal ones:
COMPLIMENTS 5 [compliment 4, tongue-in cheek compliments 1],
JOKES 3 [jokes 2, humour 1], FLATTERY 1, which are common for
COMMUNICATION 18 and BEHAVIOUR 3 on DATES 9 [meeting 6,
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date 3] LATE 1 [it is getting late 1], in SPRING 2, for example, in
BAR 2 [bar, café 1], LIFT, SEA, WATER, SOCIAL MEDIA 1.

Cumulative Index of Brightness’ — 363 (90.75%); number of
words — 84; number of word combinations — 11.

2. SEXUAL RELATIONS

INTERCOURSE 18 [intercourse 12, unfaithfulness 3, blow job 2,
sanitary pad 1].

Cumulative Index of Brightness — 18 (4.5%); number of words — 4.

Synonymous reactions: coquettishness 13, courtship 4 —
17 (4.25%), f. 11 (2.75%), m. 6 (1.5%). Echo reaction: fleece jacket —
1 (0.25%), m. 1 (0.25%). Uninterpreted reactions: ¢runm — 1 (0.25%),
m. 1 (0.25%).

Discussion

Regarding the free association test with the stimulus word «flirting»
in the Russian, Ukrainian and English languages, we are aware of
research conducted by Russian scholars (Karaulov et al., 2002a; 2002b)
in the 1990s that described the results of the free association test with
the stimulus word «flirting» with the sample of 104 respondents.

The respondents of the Russian sample, which is similar to
ours in age are characterized by a considerable amount of reactions
collocating with the stimulus «flirting» (33.3%): light, nonsense, quick,
spring, ladies’, exquisite, amorous, fleeting, unpeaceful, dangerous,
total, constant, delicate, hard. Although most of these reactions contain
substantive information to be interpreted as individual semes, it should
be noted that Ukrainian sample displays a much wider semantic scope
and prominent positive attitude to the stimulus. In general, the evaluation
of this phenomenon by Russian-speaking respondents in Ukraine
and members of the Russian linguistic culture is presented mainly by
positive and neutral reactions.

It is also important to note that the results of studying flirting as
a psychological phenomenon are reflected in the everyday linguistic
consciousness of Russian-speaking residents of Ukraine: 5 styles of
firting identified by Hall (2013) when studying male-female pairs of

*  Cumulative Index of Brightness is the cumulative frequency of reactions that actualize
a particular meaning.
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heterosexual strangers (physical, traditional, sincere, polite, playful),
6 motives of flirting (sexual, entertaining, research, social, self-assertive,
instrumental) according to Henningsen, Braz, and Davies (2008). All
of the above motives are represented by reactions, which made up
the clusters «forms and types of interaction» (25.25%) and «emotions,
feelings, states» (24.75%). Note here that the motive for developing
one’s own self-esteem, the self-assertive one, was translated only into
a single reaction of self-realization. The claims that flirting consists
mainly of non-verbal signals, according to the researchers of non-verbal
communication Givens (1978), Whitty (2003), and Watzlawick (1983),
also found evidence in the linguistic consciousness of the Russian-
speaking people of Ukraine, in the subcluster «non-verbal means of
communication» (20.75%).

Conclusions

The conducted cluster analysis has shown that the core of the
verbalized concept «flirting» is represented by four semantic groups,
which are represented relatively equally by male and female reactions:
«wverbal and non-verbal means of communication» (27.75%), «forms
and types of interactiony (25.25%), «emotions, feelings, states»
(24.75%), and «gender» (10.5%). Thus, the verbalized concept «flirting»
is represented by lexemes that reflect mainly non-verbal communication
(smile, look, kiss, touch), forms and types of interaction (play, meeting,
date), lexemes expressing feelings and emotions (love, sympathy,
interest, drive), as well as lexemes representing the female gender (gir/,
woman, lady, sly puss).

At the same time, attention is drawn to the fact that flirting in
the associative behaviour of both men and women is attributed to
«non-verbal means of communication» (10.5% f. / 10.25% m.). But the
subcluster «verbal means of communication» is represented mainly by
male reactions (5.5% m. / 1.5% f.).

Both men and women associate flirting with «seduction activity»,
however, the peripheral subcluster «sexual relations» is characterized by
the preponderance of male reactions (3.0% m. / 1.5% f.).

Besides, the associative behaviour of the respondents is
characterized by a heterosexual orientation of flirting, which is reflected
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in the peripheral subcluster «heterosexuality» (1.25%), as well as in the
fact that men associate flirting with female gender (5.75% m. / 1.75% f.)
and women, respectively, with male gender (1.5% f. / 0.25% m.).

The peripheral clusters «romantic relationship» (4.0%) and
«meeting place» (1.5%) are represented by a relatively equal number of
male and female reactions. The analysis of isolated cases made it possible
to single out the following semantic cluster reactions: age (youth),
«period of time» (temporality) and «time of day» (it is getting late).

The analysis of the obtained results also showed that flirting and
intercourse are not inextricably entwined in the linguistic consciousness
of the Russian-speaking inhabitants of Ukraine. The sexual motive of
flirting was reflected in the peripheral semantic subclusters «sexual
relationsy» (4.5%) and «seduction activity» (1.5%).

Based on the results of cluster analysis, two psycholinguistic
meanings of the stimulus word «flirting» were described: (1). 4 type
of courtship that does not involve sexual intimacy and (2). Sexual
relations. Psycholinguistic meanings made it possible to reveal the
semantics of the concept «flirting» as a unit of the psychological reality
of linguistic consciousness of the Russian-speaking young inhabitants
of Ukraine including a vast semantic periphery of meanings, as well
as semantic components of linguistic and cultural nature that cannot
be revealed by traditional methods of semantic analysis (Sternin &
Rudakova, 2011: 188).

The semantic content of the concept core of «flirting» does
not depend on gender identity based on the results of the analysis of
female and male associative fields. The fact that clusters on the extreme
periphery are exclusively represented either by female («secret actions»)
or male reactions («time of year») is most probably explained by certain
individual preferences in usage rather than by gender-specific tendencies.
Based on the analysis of the reactions with negative connotation, the
attitude of informants to the stimulus «flirting» is emotionally positive
and it is characterized by its positive evaluation.

Comparative analysis of the verbalized concept «flirting» in
the linguistic consciousness of Russian-speaking people of Ukraine
and inhabitants of Russia suggests that the semantic content of the
concept «flirting» is much wider in the linguistic consciousness of
Ukrainian respondents. The national and typological perception of the
concept «flirting» at this stage of the study was revealed in the fact
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that, firstly, «flirting» is described by the lexeme expressing a feeling
of stable emotional appeal to someone (sympathy), while a significant
part of the reactions of Russian respondents is represented by reactions
of collocation (easy). Secondly, flirting in the associative behaviour of
Ukrainian respondents is characterized by heterosexual orientation.

In conclusion, we note that the linguistic consciousness of
Russian-speaking inhabitants of Ukraine reflected the research findings
of Hall (2013) (flirting styles), Henningsen, Braz, and Davies (2008)
(flirting motives), as well as non-verbal communication specialists,
Givens (1978), Whitty (2003), Watzlawick (1983), who claim that
flirting consists mainly of non-verbal cues. We singled out the
subcluster «non-verbal means of communication» that reaches 20.75%
of all reactions.

This study belongs to a number of research works devoted to the
analysis and description of the concepts of culture and national linguistic
view of the world, therefore, we see the prospect of further research in
conducting a comprehensive study of the verbalized concept «flirting»
in the Ukrainian everyday linguistic consciousness, which implies its
study in the linguistic consciousness of Ukrainian-speaking Ukrainians.
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AHOTAUIA

Mema. Bussumu ma onucamu CeMAHMUYHIi KOoMMoHeHMu 8epbanizosaHo20
KoHuenmy «gnipm» 9K KOMINOHeHMa i2posoi KoMmrnemeHmMHocmi 8 MosHili cgidomocmi
pocilicbkkomosHUX #cumenie YKpaiHu.

Memoodu. OcHosHUM Memodom 00cnidxeHHA by8 rncuxoniHzaeicmu4yHull eKcriepumeHm.
Bubipky cknanu 400 pecrioHOeHmie mosa00020 6iKy (18—35) y pieHomy cniegiOHOWeHHi
407108IKi8 | HIHOK.

Peszynomamu. KoHuenm «nipm» npedcmasneHo Yyomupma A0epHUMU Kaacmepamu:
«8epbanbHi ma HegepbanbHi 3acobu cninkyeaHHa» (27.75%), «popmu ma eudu
83aemo0ii» (25.25%), «emouii, noyymmsa, cmaru» (24.75%) i «cmame» (10.5%).

lepugpepiliHi Kaacmepu «pPoOMaHMu4Hi cmocyHKu» (4.0%) i «micuye 3ycmpidi»
(1.5%) npedcmaeneHi GIOHOCHO OOHAKOBOK  KiflbKiCMIO  40A108iYUX |  HCIHOYUX

peakuyili. Knacmepu KpaliHboi nepucgpepii, npedcmasseHi BUKAOYHO HIHOYUMU
(«npuxoeaHi 0ii») abo BUKAOYHO 4YOA08iYUMU Peakuyiasmu («mopa Poky»), ceiduame
weuowe npo neeHy Mmipy iHOUBIOyanbHUX yno0obaHb CA0B0B¥UBAHL HA CMUMYA
«aipm», HiX npo cmameso OemepMiHOBAHI peaKuii. AHAMI3 OOUHUYHUX peakryili
00380aU8 B8UBIAUMU MAKi Kaacmepu-peakyii: «gik» (mosnodicms), «nepiod yacy»
(mumyacogicms) i «4yac 0obu» (ni3Hiwae). AcouiamueHy noeediHKy pecrnoHOeHmis
XapaKmepu3ye eemepoceKkcyasnbHa opieHmauia ¢aipmy, wo sidobpasusnoca 8
nepugpepiliHomy nidknacmepi «zemepoceKkcyanvHicme» (1.25%). 13 onepmam Ha
pesyanbmamu KaAacmepHo20 aHAizy 6ya0 onucaHo 08a rcuxoniH28iCMUYHUX 3HAYeHHs
KoHuenmy «gaipm»: (1) pi3HOBUO 30AUUAHHA, AKUU He [PUNYCKAE CEeKCyasbHOI
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6nusbkocmi (90.75%) i (2) cmamesi cmocyHKu (4.5%). CemMaHmMu4He HAMoBHEHHA A0pa
KoHuenmy «cgnipm» He 3anexcums 8i0 cmamesoi ideHmugpikayii 3a pe3ynsmamamu
QHAnIi3y HIHOY020 MA 4Y0/108i4020 ACOYiaMUBHUX Moi8.

BucHoeku. [lopisHAnbHUll aHani3 eepbanizosaHo2o KoHuenmy «gaipm» y MO8Hil
cgidomocmi  pocilicbkomosHUXx xumenie YKpaiHu | xumenig Pocii 00380ss€
cmeepoxysamu, Wo YKPaiHCbKa 8UbipKa Xapakmepu3lyemsCa WUpWUM ceMaHmMuUuYHUM
CreKmMpoM | ACKPA8O BUPAHEHUMU MO3UMUBHUMU eMOYiAMU Ha cmumyn. Y uinomy
OUIHIOBAHHA Ub020 ABUWA POCIICbKOMOBHUMU  pecrnoHoeHmamu YKpaiHu ma
Hociamu pocilicbKoi niHe8OKynbmypu npedcmasneHi nepesamcHo Mno3umMuUeHUMU ma
HelimpanbHUMU peakyiamu.

Knwuoei cnoea: ieposa KomnemeHmHicmo, 2palinusicms, ieposa nosuyis, ¢aipm,
ncuxoniHesicmuyHuli ekcriepumeHm, 8inbHUl acoyiamueHull ekcriepumeHm, MOBHA
csioomicms, Mmosnodicme.

lTopdueHko-MumpodgpaHoea Usa, Kob3eesa HOnus & lozonb feHuc. KoHyenm «gpaupm»
8 A3bIKOBOM CO3HAHUU PYCCKOA3bIYHO20 HacesneHUA YKPauHbl

AHHOTALUA

Lenb. Bbisgsumb U onucame cemaHmMu4eckue KOMMOHeHMbl 8epbanu3uposaHHO20
KOHUenma «gaupm» KAk KOMMOHEHMAd u2posoli KOMMemeHMHOCMU 8 S3bIKo8OM
CO3HAHUU PYCCKOA3bIYHbIX Humesnell YKpauHsl.

Memodbi. OcHOoBHbIM MemodoM  uccanedosaHus bbia  rcuxonuHzeucmuyeckul
aKkcnepumeHm. BoibopKy cocmasuau 400 pecrioHOeHmMo8 Mosn00020 s8o3pacma (18—35)
8 PABHOM COOMHOWEHUU MYyHCYUH U HEHUUH.

Pe3ynabmameol. KoHyenm «aupm» npedcmassneH 4emoipbMsa A0epHbIMU KAACmepamu:
«s8epbanbHble U HegepbasbHble cpedcmea obweHua» (27.75%), «gpopmbel u 8udbi
e3aumooelicmeusa» (25.25%), «amouyuu, uyyscmea, cocmosAaHua» (24.75%) u «non»
(10.5%). lMepugpepuliHbie Knacmepsl «poMmaHMuUYeckue omHoweHusa» (4.0%) u «mecmo
ecmpeyu» (1.5%) npedcmassneHbl OMHOCUMENBbHO OOUHAKOBLIM  KO/AUYECMBOM
MYM(CKUX U MeHCKux peakyuli. Knacmepeol KpaliHeli nepugepuu, npedcmasneHHblie
UCK/I0YUMEsIbHO HEHCKUMU («CKpbimble 0elicmeusa») uau UCKAYUMenbHO MyMCKUMU
peakuyuamu («epemsa 2o0a»), ceudemenbcmeaytom ckopee 06 ornpedeneHHOU cmeneHuU
UHOUBUOYanbHbIX npednoymeHuli caosoynompebsaeHuli HaG cMuMyn «gaupm», 4em
0 10710-0emepMUHUPOBAHHbLIX PeaKyuax. AHAAU3 eOUHUYHbLIX peakyuli no3eonusn
gbldenumb  MaKkue  Kaacmepsi-peaxkyuu: — «so3pacm»  (Monodocms),  «nepuod
epemeHU» (BpemeHHbIll) u «8pemsa cymoK» (no3dHeem). AccoyuamusHoe rnosedeHue
pecrnoHOeHmMo8 xapakmepusyem 2emepoCcekcyasnbHas opueHmayus gaupma, 4mo
ompasunocs 8 nepughepuliHom rnodkaacmepe «2emepocexkcyanoHocme» (1.25%).

C onopoli Ha pe3ysbmamsl K/AAGCMEPHO20 aHAAU3A  b6blA0  onucaHo 08d
MCUX0UH2BUCMUYECKUX — 3HA4YeHUs  KoHuyenma  «gaupm»: (1) pasHoeudHocme
YXaM#CUBaHus, He npeodnosaazarowas cekcyasnvHol 6auszocmu (90.75%) u (2) nonosvie
omHoweHua (4.5%). CemaHmuueckoe HamosnHeHue AO0PA KoHUenNMa «gaupm» He
3g8ucum om nos080l UGeHMUGUKAUUU MO pPe3ysbmamam aHAAU3D HEHCKo20 U
MYM(CKO20 aCCoOyUamugHsix rnosed.
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Bbigodbl. CpasHumenbHbili  aHanu3 8epbanu3zosaHHO20 KOHuenma  «gaupmb»
8 A3bIKOBOM  CO3HOHUU  PYCCKOA3bIYHbIX — xumenel  YKpauHsel u  xumenel
Poccuu nossosnsem ymeepxO0ame, YMO YKPAUHCKAA 8bI6OPKA Xxapakmepusyemcs
bosee WUPOKUM CeMAHMUYECKUM CMeKmpoM U APKO BbIPAXEHHbIMU M03UMUBHbIMU
aMoyuAMU HA cmumysa. B uyenom ouyeHKa OaHHO20 AB/EeHUA PYCCKOA3bIYHbIMU
pecrioH0eHMamu YKpauHbl U HocUmesnamu PyccKol AUH2B80KYsnbMypsl npedcmassneHsl
npeumywecmeeHHo MO3UMUBHbIMU U HeUMpPAanbHLIMU Peakyuamu.

Kntouyeeble cnoea: uzposas KOMIemeHMHOCMb, U2pUBOCMb, U2P0B8As M03ULUS,
¢nupm,  ncuxonuHzgucmuveckuli  akcnepumeHm,  c80600HbIU  accoyuamueHobil
JKCrepumeHm, 3bIKo80E CO3HAHUE, MO000CMb.
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