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FEDERAL ARCHIVES OF GERMANY: A SOURCE STUDY ASPECT

The purpose of the research is to
characterize the composition and con-
tent of the documents of the Commis-
sioner of the Fuehrer for the Supervision
of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological
Schooling and Training of the NSDAP
(hereinafter — the Rosenberg Office) to
determine the place of these documents
in the source base of the study of the his-
tory of the Third Reich, to analyze their
information potential as sources on the
history of national socialist ideology and
occupation policy. The research metho-
dology is based on scientific principles
of historicism, objectivity, and systema-
ticity, represented by historical-compa-
rative and historical-archival methods,
as well as methods of source analysis.
The scientific novelty. The documents
of the Rosenberg Office as a complete
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documentary complex have not yet been
the subject of scientific research, al-
though some historians have used these
documents as sources for the history
of National Socialism, A. Rosenberg’s
biographical portrait, but they were not
considered as sources for the ideologi-
cal component of the Nazi occupation
policy. Conclusions. A brief analysis
of the documents of the Rosenberg Of-
fice allows us to conclude that these
documents are valuable sources for stu-
dying the history of the development of
the National Socialism ideology and its
influence through the NSDAP system.
Among them, there are plans, orders,
instructions, reflecting objectives and
structure of the Rosenberg Office, func-
tions of its departments, ideological ma-
terials on anti-Semitism, Bolshevism,



282

Hamaaia Kawesaposa

religion, as well as reference materi-
als on National Socialist figures in the
field of culture. A special place among
the documents of the Service is held by
materials covering its participation in the
ideological training of Wehrmacht offi-
cers, as well as biographical sources
documents on the activities of the staff of
the Rosenberg Office. These documents

other Nazi agencies that participated in
the process of creating Nazi propaganda.

Key words: World War II, National
Socialism, ideology, the Commissioner
of the Fuehrer for the Supervision of
the Entire Intellectual and Ideological
Schooling and Training of the NSDAP,
archival documents, the Federal Ar-
chives of Germany.

also reveal its ties with a wide range of

Relevance of the research topic. For many years, the researchers of the
history of World War II and the ideology of Nazism focused on the problems
of studying the activities of its authorities and representatives of the elite,
who determined the foundations of the ideology and destructive policy of
Nazism, the functioning of various administrative and military structures, the
system of governance of the occupied territories. But there were other Ger-
man institutions, less known to researchers outside Germany, whose docu-
ments are also sources on the concept of the influence of National Socialist
ideology on the policy in the Nazi-occupied territories and its methods. Even
the activities of the National Socialist Workers’ Party of Germany (German:
Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei, hereinafter NSDAP) and its
subordinate organizations are rarely included by Ukrainian historians in their
research, not only within the framework of the occupation policy of the Third
Reich but also in studies on various aspects of Nazi ideology and propaganda.

One of such structures of the NSDAP, which participated in the devel-
opment and dissemination of Nazi ideology, and its inclusion in the occu-
pation policy, was the service of the Commissioner of the Fuehrer for the
Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling and Training
of the NSDAP (German: Der Beauftragte des Fiihrers fiir die Uberwachung
der gesamten geistigen und weltanschaulichen Schulung und Erziehung der
NSDAP, hereinafter the Rosenberg Office') headed by Alfred Rosenberg, one
of the highest statesmen of the Third Reich.

! There are different variants of the abbreviated name in German: Amt Rosenberg
and Dienststelle Rosenberg. In German documents of the 1930s and 1940s, both
of them were used along with the abbreviation of its full name — DBFU. R. Boll-
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Although researchers are more familiar with the activities of two other 283
structures of A. Rosenberg — the Reichsleiter Rosenberg Taskforce (German:
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg, hereinafter the ERR)? (1940-1945),
which dealt with the confiscation of cultural property in some Nazi-occupied
European countries and materials for the study of the so-called “enemies of
National Socialism” (Bolshevism, Jewry, and Freemasonry), and The Reich
Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories (German: Reichsministerium
fiir die besetzten Ostgebiete)® (1941-1945), created to administer the Nazi-
occupied territories of the USSR, which he headed.

But in the Third Reich, Rosenberg was not only considered one of the
ideologues of National Socialism and an expert on the Soviet Union, but was
also one of the well-known NSDAP functionaries of the highest rank, there-
fore he was authorized by A. Hitler to carry out political training and ideo-
logical education among members of the NSDAP, which was reflected in the
name of the Rosenberg Office.

The existence of this Office in the NSDAP was also the result of the
political ambitions of A. Rosenberg himself, who at that time was a well-
known ideologist of National Socialism. He was responsible for generali-
zing the ideological experience of the NSDAP, of which he was a member
from the beginning of its foundation, as well as the historical substantiation
of the worldview concept of the advantages of the “Nordic” blood, soul,
and strength, and the historical rights of the “Nordic” race to dominate the
world, with a focus on the future war, which should be waged under the aus-
pices of the struggle against world Jewry, Freemasonry, and Bolshevism. Its

mus used the name “Amt Rosenberg”, but in NSDAP documents “Dienststelle
Rosenberg” is more common. We use here the term “Rosenberg Office”. But it
should not be confused with the office of Rosenberg or his secretariat as Re-
ichsleiter (or Chancellery, German: Kanzlei Rosenberg).

2 Formally, “Reichsleiter Rosenberg Taskforce” was an independent structure
in the system of A. Rosenberg's services, but in fact it was created under the
Commissioner of the Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual
and Ideological Schooling and Training of the NSDAP, not under Rosenberg’s
NSDAP Office of Foreign Affairs or The Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eas-
tern Territories.

3 Literally, “Imperial Ministry...”, but the part “Imperial” (German: Reich) is omit-
ted by default, because in this case, as well as when mentioning other ministries
of the Third Reich, it is clear that it is the highest state authorities of the Reich.
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postulates were summarized in 1930 in the publication of the book “The
Myth of the Twentieth Century: An Evaluation of the Spiritual-Intellectual
Confrontations of Our Age™, which has withstood dozens of reprints and was
on the desk of all members of the NSDAP together with the book “My Strug-
gle” by Adolf Hitler>.

In this way, A. Rosenberg sought not only to control the sphere of ideo-
logy and propaganda in the NSDAP but to extend his influence and control to
the sphere of culture (art, publishing, etc.) and humanitarian knowledge (uni-
versities and societies), and to some extent — to public administration through
political training of administrative personnel through NSDAP’s branched
system. With the outbreak of World War II, A.Rosenberg tried to influence
the ideological component of the occupation policy, not only as the head of
The Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories but also as the Com-
missioner of the Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and
Ideological Schooling and Training of the NSDAP.

Analysis of research and publications. Most of the documents ft he
Rosenberg Office are preserved in NS 15 fond (“Der Beauftragte des Fiihrers
fiir die Uberwachung der gesamten geistigen und weltanschaulichen Schu-
lung und Erziehung der NSDAP”) in the German Federal Archives (German:
Bundesarchiv) in Berlin®. For decades, various Western European historians
partially used the German Federal Archives documents as historical sources,
but specialists from the post-Soviet space rarely used these documents in their
research. This situation has remained unchanged even after the current com-
position of the fond was finally formed. In addition, this documentary com-
plex, most of which is concentrated in the fond NS 15, has not yet been the
subject of a documentary and archival reconstruction.

4 See: Alfred Rosenberg. Der Mythus des 20. Jahrhunderts: Eine Wertung der
seelisch-geistigen Gestaltenkdmpfe unserer Zeit. Miinchen: Hoheneichen-Verlag,
1930, 670 S. The last edition of this book (as a historical source) took place in
2018: Alfred Rosenberg. Der Mythus des 20. Jahrhunderts: Eine Wertung der
seelisch-geistigen Gestaltenkdmpfe unserer Zeit / Adrian Preiflinger, Leipzig:
Verlag Der Schelm, 2018. 711 S. In Russian: Mu¢d XX Beka: OneHka TyXOBHO-
MHTEIUIEKTya bHOM 00phObI Hamrero Bpemenn. TammmaH, 1998. 512 (527) c.

5 See: Hitler A. Mein Kampf. Miinchen: F. Eher Nachf., 1930. 782 S.

¢ The contents of the collection can be viewed on the website of the Federal Archive,
in the search database section Invenio: https://invenio.bundesarchiv.de/
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At the moment there is only one monograph specific to the documents 285
of the Rosenberg Office, “Rosenberg’s Office and its Opponents” with the
subtitle “A Study of the Struggle for Power in the National Socialist System
of Dominance” by Reinhard Bollmus [1]". It is devoted to the place of the
Rosenberg Office in the NSDAP system and its role in the internal politics
of the Third Reich. The monograph was published in 1970 and has already
had several reprints since then. Besides R. Bollmus, German researcher Ernst
Piper actively used these materials in his publication on the life and work of
A. Rosenberg — “Alfred Rosenberg. Hitler’s Chief Ideologue”, which, in our
opinion, is the most thorough study of the life of A. Rosenberg that exists
today [2].

But even here his activity as the Commissioner is presented mainly in
view of its role in domestic policy. Among the latest popular science publica-
tions devoted to the figure of A. Rosenberg, we should also mention the book
“Alfred Rosenberg: Pioneer of the Holocaust. Biography” by the German
journalist and publicist Volker Koop [3]® . The book also briefly discusses the
activities of the Rosenberg Office, the ERR, and other state agencies, but the
author also focused on the person of A. Rosenberg as one of the perpetrators
of the Holocaust and his anti-Semitic views.

The documents of the Rosenberg Office were also used as sources by
scholars who studied the ideology of National Socialism in general and the
services created by A. Rosenberg but to a limited extent. One of the first
in the post-Soviet space to use them as a source was the researcher V.A.
Bukhanov [4]°. He used documents from that part of the archive fond of the

7 But it should be emphasized that at the time of writing this work, the author did
not have the opportunity to use a number of documents of the Rosenberg Office,
since the NS 15 fond known to us in its current form had not yet been formed,
and a large part of its documents was kept in the German Democratic Republic

8 Among the publications of recent years dedicated to A. Rosenberg, the following
can be mentioned: bapuroB 1. Ansdpen Po3erbepr: xwu3Hb kak Mud. [Mocksa]:
Indie Science Press, 2017. 375 c. (Barinov I. Alfred Rosenberg: life as a myth.
[Moscow]: Indie Science Press, 2017. 375 p.). But in our opinion, this publication
and V. Koop's book are inferior to E. Piper’s book.

° The book is a posthumous reprint of the author's two significant publications
during his lifetime, based on the materials of his dissertations. But, for example,
the author does not make an in-depth distinction between the Rosenberg Office and
the ERR, but probably because he worked with the Rosenberg Office fond at the
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Rosenberg Office, which at the time of the author’s work with them was still
kept in the Central State Archives in Potsdam (this part was transferred to the
Federal Archives only in the 2000s). But the subject of his research was the
philosophical and ideological basis of war, among other things, exactly how
A. Rosenberg involved the works of other like-minded people in the concepts
of war planning and ideologues. At the same time, V. Bukhanov considered
the activities of the services created by Rosenberg only as an element of the
general ideological policy of Nazism, fragmentarily and without source-
based analysis.

The functioning of the Rosenberg Office and its role have also been
briefly mentioned by various scholars dealing with the problem of displaced
cultural property, namely, the activities of the ERR, which was closely con-
nected with the Rosenberg Office. In particular, the problems associated with
the functioning of individual units of the Rosenberg Office or related struc-
tures of the ERR, such as the so-called Rosenberg Eastern Library (German:
Ostbiicherei Rosenberg) — a collection of the history of Bolshevism and the
people inhabiting the USSR. It was formed of library collections taken by the
ERR from the territory of the Soviet Union [5].

The activities of the so-called “special staffs” (from the German “Sonder-
stab”/ “Sonderstdbe’) — special services that were formed from the employees
of individual thematic departments'® of the Rosenberg Office, such as history,
ethnography, and music departments and their actions in the occupied territo-
ries at the local stationary units of the ERR — were partially studied. The main
objectives of said activities were to review and select cultural and scientific
properties for future confiscation in particular areas, including historical and
archaeological objects, musical instruments, and printed materials in the field
of music, scientific collections, etc.! .

turn of the 1980s — 1990s, which at that time was called “Dienststelle Rosenberg”
(that is “Rosenberg Office”, this is exactly the Office of the Commissioner of the
Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling
and Training of the NSDAP), and as a source he used exactly the documents of
the ERR, which were part of this fond.

' Or “offices / main offices”.

" See: Vries, W. de. Kunstraub im Westen 1940-1945: Alfred Rosenberg und der
“Sonderstab Musik”. Frankfurt am Main: Fischer-Taschenbuch-Verlag, 2000.
380 S.; Haken, B. Der Einsatzstab Rosenberg und die Erfassung musikalischer
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There are few studies of the Higher School of the NSDAP (or Advanced 287
School of the NSDAP) (German: die Hohe Schule der NSDAP) — the future
elite Nazi university, the creation of which was also initiated by A. Rosen-
berg in the second half of the 1930s [6, 7]. It was supposed to be “the central
place of National Socialist research, education, and training” [8, Bl. 1]'2. Its
system was to include several scientific institutes, for example, the Institute
for the Research on the Jewish Question (German: Institut zur Erforschung
der Judenfrage), the Institute for Biology and Racial Theory (German: Institut
fiir Biologie und Rassenlehre), etc., and the Central Library (German: Zen-
tralbibliothek der Hohen Schule), which was also replenished with materials
confiscated in the territory of European countries occupied by the Nazis.

The main purpose of the study is to characterize the composition and
content of the archival documents of the Commissioner of the Fuehrer for the
Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and Ideological Schooling and Training
of the NSDAP, stored in the Federal Archives of Germany, to determine the
peculiarities of the place of these documents and their place in the source base
of the study of the history of the Third Reich, to analyze their information
potential as sources on the history of national socialist ideology and its influ-
ence on the occupation policy, to highlight the links of these documents with
the documents of the other Nazi agencies and services.

The scientific novelty of the study is that the documents of the Rosenberg
Office as a documentary complex have not yet been the subject of research,
although some historians have used them as sources on the history of Nation-
al Socialism, and propaganda among members of the NSDAP. However, they
did not consider them as sources on the ideological component of the Nazi
occupation policy, for example, the ideological struggle against Bolshevism.

Kulturgiiter in Westeuropa wéhrend des Zweiten Weltkrieges. In Acta
Musicologica. 2019, 91(2), 101-125. About special staffs see: Kamesaposa H.
HisuteHicTh OmeparuBHOTO mTady Po3eHOepra 3 BUBYCHHS HAITCTaMH ““CXiITHO-
ro mpocTtopy” (1940-1945). Y. 1. K.: TactutyT icTopii Ykpainu, 2014. 552 c. In
general, of all A. Rosenberg's services in recent decades, the activity of the ERR
has been most actively studied, see the publications of P.K. Grimsted, T. Sebta, L.
Dubrovina, N. Maloletova, N. Kashevarova, Iu. Genina and others.

12 Hereinafter, when referring to German archival documents, the sheets are not
indicated, if the documents in the archival folder do not have a continuous serial
numbering. In this case, only the folder number is given.
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Little attention was paid to their place among the documents of other Nazi
services working in the field of propaganda. Instead, the involvement of the
documents of the Rosenberg Office in their entirety in the study allows us to
present various aspects of the ideology of National Socialism more deeply.
Presentation of the main material. The creation of the Rosenberg Of-
fice was preceded by the activities of services and organizations founded or
supervised by A. Rosenberg. Among them the NSDAP Office of Foreign
Affairs (German: das AuBBenpolitische Amt der NSDAP) and the Union for
the Struggle for German Culture (or «Militant League for German Culturey)
(German: der Kampfbund fiir deutsche Kultur), which united several Ger-
man National Socialist figures related to the sphere of culture and others. On
January 24, 1934, A. Hitler entrusted A. Rosenberg with the supervision of
“all spiritual and ideological training and education” in the NSDAP, and for
this purpose, a new service with the same name was founded in the NSDAP.
The plans for the scope of activities of the newly created Rosenberg Of-
fice are evidenced, for example, by A. Rosenberg’s appeal to the head of
the Imperial Treasury, Franz Schwarz, dated April 14, 1934. In this letter,
A. Rosenberg outlined the scope of work to be carried out by this structure
to obtain as much funding as possible. Rosenberg emphasized this service
is founded on the instructions of Hitler: “... you can already see how ex-
tensive and diverse this work will be, and its result must be decisive for the
ideological stability of the entire nation.” Rosenberg also notes that he has
been asked by the Minister of Defense to oversee training in the Wehrmacht
and that many other organizations can be invited to cooperate. He asked for
his support in traveling around Germany, as he would have to speak at party
meetings in all party constituencies and participate in the activities of vari-
ous organizations supervised by the NSDAP. He also planned that his Office
would monitor schools, and check reports and printed materials [9, BI. 200].
The Rosenberg Office initially started its work with the help of the Union
for the Struggle for German Culture in Berlin (1928-1934). Its employees
were to be transferred to the Rosenberg Office, and this working circle was
to be strengthened by personnel from all over Germany. The location of this
Office was chosen in the complex of buildings at Margaretenstral3e 17 in Ber-
lin, where there was enough space to accommodate the NSDAP Foreign Of-
fice and the Rosenberg Office, while other Rosenberg services were already
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located elsewhere in Berlin, such as the Office for the Support of German 289
Literature (German: Reichsstelle zur Forderung des Deutschen Schrifttums),
responsible for the verification of German literature and was engaged in over-
viewing works of German literature for their compliance with the National
Socialist ideology, and cooperating with various party services.

Rosenberg emphasized involving about 200 people in the creation of the
Office — teachers, scientists, and journalists, who had to work voluntarily. He
planned for direct financing by the Imperial Treasury but was financed by the
Treasury of the NSDAP. At the same time, Rosenberg outlined the task of the
future Cultural and Political Archive in the structure of the Rosenberg Office:
to collect information about all German cultural organizations and their ac-
tivities, party publications, events in the field of science and culture, foreign
press, and also attacks against Germany and its National Socialist worldview
[9, BL. 200-201].

The structure of the Rosenberg Office was reorganized several times du-
ring the 1930s, and with the outbreak of World War 11, its tasks were also
expanded. On October 29, 1937, the project on its development and its coope-
ration with German educational institutions, prepared jointly with R. Ley"?,
with whom Rosenberg initially cooperated, was submitted to SS Reichsfiihrer
H. Himmler. The fulfillment of the tasks was noted; on one hand, coopera-
tion of the Rosenberg Office with all educational institutions of the NSDAP
was required, on the other hand, there was a clear separation of tasks between
the Rosenberg Office and other party structures. The task of ideological su-
pervision envisaged that the Rosenberg Office was to prepare educational
materials of ideological content and relevant curricula for training person-
nel in the NSDAP. The head of the NSDAP Main School Office (German:
Hauptschulungsamt der NSDAP), as well as persons responsible for training
in other party structures, were to be appointed subject to the approval of the
Rosenberg Office [10, Bl. 154—155].

13 Robert Ley (1890-1945) — one of the highest state leaders of the Third Reich,
the head of the organizational department of the NSDAP, the head of the German
Labor Front (Deutsche Arbeitsfront). In the 1930s he developed the idea of
organizing NSDAP schools, including the so-called “order castles” for training
the young elite of the NSDAP and Adolf Hitler's schools for the education of the
younger generation.
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The structure and functions of the Rosenberg Office corresponded with
the conceptual views of A. Rosenberg before 1934 is covered in his publica-
tions, including some in “The Myth of the Twentieth Century”. They were
enshrined in the program provisions of the NSDAP regularly published in
the official party collection “Organization of the NSDAP” (German: Organi-
sationsbuch der NSDAP). They corresponded to the directions of training
in the sphere of dissemination of worldview information and control over
cultural, educational, and scientific organizations, formation of the mentality
of the German people in the spirit of the National Socialist ideology. There-
fore, it was planned to create about 15 units within the Office, although that
number changed due to reorganizations. Among them were units responsible
for history, Nazi worldview, literature and publishing, art, party education,
its organization and provision, control of educational materials, etc., and the
already mentioned Cultural and Political Archive. The materials collected by
the Rosenberg Office were also to be transferred to the NSDAP archive [11,
p- 391-392].

The main task of the Rosenberg Office, according to Hitler’s order, was to
determine a single goal for the ideological position of the party, all its services
and organizations, and its implementation. Therefore, education and upbrin-
ging in the circle of tasks of the Rosenberg Office also included culture and
humanities. Therefore, Rosenberg was also subordinated, in particular to The
Reich Working Group for the Education of the Entire Movement (German:
Die Reichsarbeitsgemeinschaft fiir die Schulung der gesamten Bewegung),
The Working Group for German Folklore (Arbeitsgemeinschaft der deutschen
Volkskunde), the Imperial Union for German Prehistory (Der Reichsbund fiir
deutsche Vorgeschichte), and several other societies. It also had to ensure
the work of the Imperial Service for The Support of German Literature. The
Rosenberg Office was also responsible for several serial party publications,
for example, “Die nationalsozialistischen Monatshefte”, “Die Kunst im Drit-
ten Reich”, “Die Biicherkunde”, “Die Musik”, “Germanenerbe”, which were
to be prepared by the units of the Rosenberg Office [12, Bl. 2-3]. A. Rosen-
berg was also in charge of the newspaper “Volkischer Beobachter” — the of-
ficial organ of the NSDAP.

Since the late 1930s, A. Rosenberg tried to extend the control function
of his Office to control scientific publications that were being prepared for
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publication in various services of the NSDAP. He also retained control over 291
the publication of dictionaries and reference books on ideological, historical,
cultural, political topics [8].

In February 1940, an order by Hitler was prepared to appoint A. Rosen-
berg as the “Commissioner for the National Socialist Worldview”. This ap-
pointment reflected Rosenberg’s desire to exert ideological influence on the
Wehrmacht in connection with the deployment of German military operations
in Europe. His powers also included the right to issue directives to the high-
est party and state bodies. At the same time, it was stipulated that Rosenberg
retained the position of the head of the Rosenberg Office, which at the same
time had to ensure his work as the Commissioner for the National Socialist
worldview. Drafts of the order, containing comments from various govern-
ment services and Rosenberg himself, and relevant correspondence, can be
found in the NS 8 (Rosenberg Chancellery) fonds in the Federal Archives of
Germany [13, 14, 15], but no information has been found yet on whether this
order was approved.

In November 1940, A. Rosenberg, as the Commissioner, reached an
agreement with the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht, the text of which
was sent to all Reichsleiters, NSDAP Gauleiters, and heads of departments,
as “the current friendly relations between the Wehrmacht and the Party must
be ideologically strengthened for the sake of the future” [9, Bl. 5]. Rosenberg
was concerned about the possibility of weakening the ideological beliefs of
Wehrmacht soldiers in connection with their stay in the German-occupied
territories and, given the plans for further war in Eastern Europe, sought to
strengthen ideological training. He explained the need to conclude such an
agreement: “the task of the movement’s educational work is to explain to
the German people the deep historical meaning of their fateful struggle, to
strengthen and support it. At the same time, it is necessary to demonstrate
and constantly justify the need to defend the National Socialist movement as
a carrier of a new social and political order of life” [8].

The Rosenberg Office, and especially the unit for Wehrmacht training,
undertook the task to provide the Wehrmacht with instructions for ideological
training and the necessary materials, to check and approve training materials
on National Socialist ideology, manuals, plans, to organize special courses, to
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provide speakers and training materials for this purpose. Also, the Office had
to form bibliographic lists of literature for military libraries and provide the
military with such materials.

With the beginning of the military campaign in the USSR, the tasks of the
Rosenberg Office were expanded, now also to the sphere of the ideological
battle against Bolshevism. Besides heading the administrative affairs of the
Office, as of 1943, the main subdivisions included departments for educa-
tion planning, prehistory, science, literature, art, and press [16, S. 312-312b].
Employees of these departments became part of the above-mentioned special
staff at the ERR to represent the interests of the Rosenberg Office in the oc-
cupied territories.

Information on the staff and budget of the Rosenberg Office varies due to
gaps in the source base. R. Bollmus provides data that as of 1938 the number
of its employees reached 150, and in 1943 there were already more than 300
of them. The funding of all Rosenberg’s services ranged from one to two mil-
lion Reichsmarks, but this was not truly compared to the tens of millions per
year received by J. Goebbels and R. Ley [1, S. 330-331]. More often we can
find summary data on all the services created by A. Rosenberg, and related to
each other organizationally or financially'.

Most of the documents of the Rosenberg Office are kept in the Federal
Archives of Germany, as part of the NS 15 fond. According to the Federal
Archive, its current composition was formed as a result of combining several
groups of documents transferred from different archives. In particular, the
collection was based on the documents of the Office, which were exported
to the USA and returned to the Federal Republic of Germany in 1959, 1962—
1963, mainly by the Federal Records Center in Alexandria (Virginia, USA).
In 1998, the collection was replenished with documents that were taken to
the USSR at the end of the war and transferred by it to the Central State
Archives of the German Democratic Republic in Potsdam in the late 1950s.
In 2004, another portion of the documents of the Rosenberg Ofice was trans-

4 The exceptions are the Reich Ministry for the Occupied Eastern Territories,
which was the administrative occupation authority, and the ERR, which worked
in the occupied territories and had clear tasks outlined by the period of the war
and its ideological tasks.
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ferred from the so-called “National Socialist Archive” of the Ministry of State 293
Security of the former German Democratic Republic.

The NS 15 fond consist of 790 files from 1920-1945. The documents
before 1934 belong mainly to the archives of the Rosenberg Office and were
included in the collection before 1945. The fonds is also diverse in its compo-
sition, as the Rosenberg Office, although a structure of the NSDAP, extended
its influence through the sphere of ideological education to the state struc-
tures responsible for writing and printing, culture, history, art, and teaching
in schools and universities. Almost the entire fond has been digitized'®. We
can view its description and contents on the website of the Federal Archive,
through the search engine Invenio. According to the description, the docu-
ments in the search engine are not presented in sequential order but are sys-
tematized by origin for easy search and use'®. They are structured according to
the organizational structure of the Rosenberg Office into several large groups.

The first group is represented by the documents of Rosenberg as Reich-
sleiter. These are mainly documents representing correspondence on behalf
of the Commissioner with state and party services (15 files), speeches, and
publications by A. Rosenberg himself, as well as press materials related to
A. Rosenberg as a Reichsleiter and the Rosenberg Office (11 files).

The second group of materials consists of the documentation of the ad-
ministrative office (or the administrative unit, German: Zentralamt), which
performed organizational and coordinating functions, and at the same time —
the functions of the Chancellery. Among them are official documents, mainly
correspondence with various departments and services for 1941, formed in
the clerical order (files No. 261-287, 27 in total), for January—April 1941,
June—October 1941. Eight files are regarding personnel and administra-
tive issues, for example, the division of responsibilities of units, with the

15 As of mid-2022, 701 files out of 790 have been digitized. However, several
files from a small group of unidentified documents were not found at the time of
digitization, which was noted in the description as “Der Band ... ist zum Zeitpunkt
der Verfilmung nicht vorhanden” (“The volume (or the file) ... is not available at
the time of filming”).

16 The description of the NS 15 fonds was prepared by Kristin Hartisch in 2009, so
she described and systematized the documents of the collection in their present
state.
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distribution of information materials, for 1943—1945. But there are practically
no documents for 1942 in this group.

Another ten files of the second group contain documents on the structure
of the Rosenberg Office for different years. Among them, there are organiza-
tional plans with the structure of departments and agencies of the Rosenberg
Office with tasks prescribed, staff lists, documents on the subordination of
the Rosenberg Office, priority areas of its work, internal circulars, orders, etc.
They are valuable sources on the history of the creation of the Office and its
reorganization, reflecting A. Rosenberg’s plans to expand the sphere of his
influence in the field of training and education in the NSDAP and the Wehr-
macht. Another documentary complex in this group is represented by perso-
nal documents of the Rosenberg Office staff (files No. 1-18) and files of mixed
content, which also contain personal documents (five files). These documents
are interesting biographical sources because sometimes the same person held
several positions in the different services of A. Rosenberg, for example, is not
only in the Office’s staff but also in the ERR.

These two groups of documents are interesting not only because they
contain speeches and articles by A. Rosenberg, which highlight his views as
an ideologist of the NSDAP. They allow us to reconstruct the connections of
both A. Rosenberg himself as Reichsleiter and his Office, inside the Third Re-
ich and outside it. Among them are the Office (or Chancellery) of the NSDAP
and the branches of the NSDAP in various party districts (Gau), party struc-
tures such as the Hitler Youth (German: Hitlerjugend) and the National So-
cialist Women’s League (German: Nationalsozialistische Frauenschaft), the
office of Reichsfiihrer SS H. Himmler, the SA (German: Sturmabteilungen,
English: Storm Detachment) and SD (German: Sicherheitsdienst, English:
Security Service), the Reich Labour Service (German: Reichsarbeitsdienst),
the National Socialist German Students’ Union (German: Nationalsozialis-
tischer Deutscher Studentenbund), the editorial offices of various German
periodicals and serials, and publishing houses. They also allow us not only to
characterize their place in the NSDAP system but also to determine what prac-
tical impact they had on the field of education, for example, in terms of prin-
ting and dissemination of educational materials with ideological content, or-
ganization of exhibitions, lectures and seminars, other propaganda work, etc.
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The third group of documents in the NS 15 fond is represented by the 295
materials of the “Art” department (German: Amt Kunstpflege'!”) of the Rosen-
berg Office, which are divided into two groups. The first one is the records of
the Cultural and Political Archive (137 files), and the second one is the records
of the “Music” department (28 files) (German: Amt Musik). The materials of
the Cultural and Political Archive contain a large number of reference mate-
rials on various persons from the sphere of culture, education, and science.
Among them were not only those who promoted National Socialism, but also,
for example, musicians, writers, and artists who, from the point of view of
Nazi Germany, were of “non-Aryan” origin or held communist views. The
documents of the “Music” department contain correspondence of its head
Herbert Gerigk, materials on composers and musical societies, organization
of musical events, etc. Among them are also materials on the confiscation of
literature on the history of music, musical works, and instruments in the Nazi-
occupied territories.

The fourth group of documents, the largest, is composed of materials
from the department “Worldview Information” (299 files) of the Rosenberg
Office. Besides the official documents on the organization of the department
and its employees (27 files), this group contains materials on history, phi-
losophy, the history of religion and the church, the international situation in
Europe, the ideological battle against Bolshevism, as well as documents with
anti-Semitic content (272 files in total). Among them, there are the works of
the librarian and theologian Johannes Pohl, a member of the Institute for the
Research on the Jewish Question of the Higher School of the NSDAP.

The fifth group is represented by the documents of the department
“Science”!® (108 files) of the Rosenberg Office. They cover the vision of the
role of humanities in the spread of National Socialism, the links between Ger-
man science and Nazi propaganda, the scientific tasks of the Higher School
of the NSDAP, the preparation publications of the NSDAP on the importance
of science, reference materials on German scientists and research institutions
of various profiles, the study of the so-called “German heritage” (German:
Germanenerbe) in Europe, etc.

17 Literally: “Caring for art”, or “Caring for art, objects of art”.
18 Basically, it’s about the humanities, not about exact and natural sciences.
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The sixth and seventh groups of documents are the smallest, each of
them is represented by only one file. This is one file from the “Writing” de-
partment and one file from the “Training Planning” department. But it should
be noted that the documents of these two departments within the Rosenberg
Office can be found in the documents of other departments, as well as among
the materials of Rosenberg’s chancellery.

The eighth group contains documents covering the preparations for
the establishment of the Higher School of the NSDAP and its institutes. For
example, documents on the foundation, financing, tasks, and future struc-
ture of the Higher School, including its Central Library. Various information
materials of propaganda content can also be found here. Besides these eight
groups of documents, the NS 15 fonds should contain 23 more files, but they
are missing'’.

Since the Rosenberg Office was one of the services of the NSDAP related
to ideology and propaganda, its contacts extended not only to the NSDAP
but also to public authorities, universities, scientific societies. Therefore, its
documents can be found not only among the materials of other services of
A. Rosenberg, but also in the fonds of other institutions and structures in the
Federal Archives of Germany.

Among the main fonds that contain documents of the Rosenberg Of-
fice are fonds NS 8 (Kanzlei Rosenberg), NS 30 (Einsatzstab Reichsleiter
Rosenberg), and NS 43 (AuBenpolitisches Amt). Some documents of the
Rosenberg Office can be found among the materials of other fonds of the
Federal Archives. Among them are fonds NS 1 (Reichsschatzmeister der
NSDAP, English: Reich Treasurer of the NSDAP), NS 11 (Parteiamtliche
Priifungskommission zum Schutze des NS-Schrifttums, English: Official
party examination commission for the protection of Nazi literature), NS 18
(Reichspropagandaleiter der NSDAP, English: Reich propaganda leader of
the NSDAP), NS 19 (Personlicher Stab Reichsfiihrer-SS, English: The Per-
sonal Staff Reichsfiihrer-SS), NS 38 (Nationalsozialistischer Deutscher Stu-
dentenbund, English: The National Socialist German Students’ Union), R 43
(Reichskanzlei, English: The Reich Chancellery), R 55 (Reichsministerium

1 The description says “Aktenverbleib ungeklart” (English: “The location of the
documents is unknown”).
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fir Volksaufklarung und Propaganda, English: the Reich Ministry for Public 297
Enlightenment and Propaganda), R 58 (Reichssicherheitshauptamt, English:
the Reich Security Main Office) and others.

Conclusion. A brief analysis of the complex documents of the Com-
missioner of the Fuehrer for the Supervision of the Entire Intellectual and
Ideological Schooling and Training of the NSDAP allows us to conclude that
these documents are valuable sources for studying the history and specifics
of the development of the ideology of National Socialism and the mechanism
of its influence through the NSDAP system. This process covered all spheres
of society, where there were members of the NSDAP and related organiza-
tions, educational, cultural, and scientific institutions, publishing houses, etc.
The current NS 15 fonds of the Rosenberg Office in the Federal Archives of
Germany have only recently been actively involved in scientific use. Among
them, there are organizational documents — plans, orders, and instructions
reflecting the process of creation of the Rosenberg Office, its principles and
objectives, structure, functions of its departments, ideological materials on
anti-Semitism, the fight against Bolshevism, religion, as well as reference
materials on National Socialist figures in the field of culture and humanities.
A special place among the documents of the Rosenberg Office is occupied by
materials covering its participation in the ideological training of Wehrmacht
officers, as well as several documents that are biographical sources on the
activities of the staff of the Rosenberg Office and related services that worked
in the Nazi-occupied territories of Europe. The documents of the Rosenberg
Office also reveal its ties with a wide range of other Nazi agencies that par-
ticipated in the process of creating Nazi propaganda, ensuring the ideological
component of the war and occupation policy.
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Joxymentu Ciy:k0u YnoBHOBa:keHOTro ¢iopepa y crpasi Harsay

3a 3araJIbHUM JYXOBHUM i CBITOIVISITHMM HABYAHHAM T4 BUXOBAHHAM

y HCIAII A. Po3zenoepra (1934-1945) y ®@enepaianuomy apxiBi Himeuunnmn:
J7KepesIO3HABYHUIA acleKT

Meta ny0aikanii: oxapakTepu3yBaTH B IIIIOMY CKJIaJ 1 3MicT JOKyMeHTiB Ciryx-

O0u YmoBHOBaXkeHOTO (propepa y CIpaBi HAMIATY 3a 3arajJbHUM AYXOBHHUM i CBITO-
s, THAM HaBdaHHSM Ta BuxoBaHHsM y HCJIAIT (nani — Ciny:x0a YOBHOBaXXEHOTO),
o 30epirarothes y DenepansHoMy apxiBi HiMeudwHy, BU3HAYUTH MiCIIE ITUX TOKY-
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MEHTIB Y JpKepesbHiil 6a3i gocikenns icropii Tpetboro paiixy, mpoananmisysaru ix 299
iHQOPMAITIHIH MTOTEHITIaN K JPKEpel 3 icTopii HaIliOHAI-COIIaTiCTHYHOI 11e0110-
ril i oKynaniitHoi nomituku. MeTomH0JI0Tist TOCTiIKeHHsT 0a3y€ThCs HA PUHITHITAX
icTopu3My, 00’€KTHBHOCTI, CHCTEMHOCTI, TPEACTABJICHA ICTOPUKO-TIOPIBHSILHUM
Ta ICTOPUKO-apXiBO3HABYMM METOAMH, a TAKOXK METOAaMH JKepeI0O3HABYOTO aHa-
nmizy. HaykoBa HoBu3Ha. JlokymenTrn Ciy»kOM YITIOBHOBaXEHOTO SIK IITICHUH TOKY-
MEHTaJLHUH KOMIUIEKC IIie He Oy/M MpeMeTOM HayKOBOTO JOCIHIKEHHS, X04a Jie-
SIKi JOCIITHUKA BUKOPUCTOBYBATH JOKyMeHTH CITy:KOMW SK IDKepesa MIOoA0 icTopii
HaI[IOHAJI-COIliaJli3My Ta IMOJIITUYHOT O0opoThOM A. Po3eHOepra 3 iHIIUMHU JIijiepa-
vu HCIIAIL, ane BOHU HE pO3TIAIATNCS K HKepesa MO0 11e0IOTiTHOI CKITaqoBO1
HAI[UCTCHKOT OKyMNAIiiHOT TOJITHKY. BUCHOBKHM. 3ifiCHEHUN CTHUCIHMI aHami3
KOMIUIEKCY JHOKyMeHTIB Ciy’kOHM YTOBHOBa)KEHOTO CBITUNTH, IO BOHHU € IIIHHH-
MU JKepesiaMy ISl BUBYCHHS iCTOpii Ta creuniku po3BUTKY 11€0JIO0Tii HalloHa-
comiami3my Ta ii BIumuBy depe3 cucreMy HCJIAIL Cepen HUX TUTaHH, HaKa3d, pO3-
MOPSIKECHHS, THCTPYKLIT, sIKi BioOpaxkaroTs mpouec cTBopeHHs Ciayx0u YmoBHO-
BaXEHOTO, 11 3aBIaHHS, CTPYKTYpy, OYHKIII 11 Tiapo3miaiB, MaTepiaid i1e0moriv-
HOTO 3MICTY 3 MUTaHb AaHTUCEMITU3MY, OUTBIIOBU3MY, PEIIirii, TOBIIKOBI Marepiain
OO0 HAIlIOHAI-COTIATICTHYHUX MistdiB y cepi Kyaprypu. OkpemMe MmicIie cepen 10-
kyMmeHTiB Cyk0H TOCiZatoTh MaTepiaiu, siKi BUCBITIIOIOTH 11 y4acThb B i€0J0r14-
Hilf TIATOTOBII CITYk00BIIiB BepMaxTy, a Takok HU3Ka JOKYMEHTIB, 110 € Oiorpadid-
HUMH JKepesiaMi CTOCOBHO JisUTBHOCTI cIiBpoOiTHUKIB Ciry:KOU Ta MOB’SI3aHUX 3
HEIO CTPYKTYP, IO MPAIIOBAIHA HA OKYIIOBAaHUX HAIMCTAMU TEPUTOPIiixX. JJoKymeH-
i Ciry>KOU TakoXK pO3KPUBAIOTH i1 3B’S3KH 3 IIUPOKHM KOJIOM 1HIIMX HAIUCTCHKUX
BIJIOMCTB, SIKi Opaj y4acTh y 3a0€3IeUCeHHI 1I€0IOTITHOIT CKIIaIOBOI BIfHU Ta OKY-
MaIiiHOI MOJTITHKY.

KurouoBi cioBa: J[pyra cBiToBa BiifHa, HaIliOHAI-COITIAi3M, iCOJIOTIs, YITOB-
HOBa)kKeHHUH (ropepa y crpaBi HanIsAAy 3a 3aralibHUM JyXOBHHM 1 CBITOIVISITHUM
HapyaHHsIM Ta BuxoBanHsM y HCJIIAII, apxiBai gqokymeHnTH, deaepanbHuil apXiB

Himeyunnu.
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