
Êî ô³ Àí íàí

Äåìîêðàò³ÿ —öå ñïîñ³á æèòòÿ

Íà ðî äèâ ñÿ â ì. Êó ìà ñ³ (Ãà íà) 8 êâ³ò íÿ
I938 ð. Ó 1961 ðî ö³ çà ê³í ÷èâ Ìàê ëåñ òåð-
 êî ëåäæ ó ÑØÀ, íàâ ÷àâ ñÿ â Ìàñ ñà ÷ó ñåò -
ñüêî ìó òåõ íî ëî ã³÷ íî ìó ³íñ òè òó ò³, äå îäåð -
æàâ ñòó ï³íü ìà ã³ñ òðà ó ñôå ð³ óï ðàâ ë³í íÿ.
Ç 1962 ðî êó — ñï³â ðî á³ò íèê ç àä ì³ í³ñ òðà -
òèâ íèõ ³ áþä æåò íèõ ïè òàíü Âñåñ â³ò íüî¿
îð ãà í³ çà ö³¿ îõî ðî íè çäî ðîâ'ÿ â Æå íå â³,
åêî íî ì³÷ íî¿ êî ì³ ñ³¿ ÎÎÍ äëÿ Àô ðè êè â
Àää³ñ- À áå á³, Íàä çâè ÷àé íèõ çáðîé íèõ ñèë
ÎÎÍ â ²ñ ìà ¿ ë³¿, Óï ðàâ ë³í íÿ Âåð õîâ íî ãî
êî ì³ ñà ðà ÎÎÍ ó ñïðà âàõ á³ æåí ö³â ó Æå -
íå â³, öåí òðàëü íèõ óñ òà íî âàõ ÎÎÍ â Íüþ-
 Éîð êó. Ó 1995—1996 ðð. âè êî íó âàâ
ôóí êö³¿ Ñïå ö³ àëü íî ãî ïðåä ñòàâ íè êà Ãå íå -
ðàëü íî ãî ñåê ðå òà ðÿ ÎÎÍ â êî ëèø í³é
Þãîñ ëà â³¿.
Ç 1 ñ³÷ íÿ 1997 ð. Êî ô³ Àí íàí ïî ÷àâ âè -
êî íó âà òè îáîâ'ÿç êè Ãå íå ðàëü íî ãî ñåê ðå -
òà ðÿ ÎÎÍ, à 2001 ð. ð³ øåí íÿì Ãå íå ðàëü -
íî¿ Àñàì áëå¿ áóâ ïðèç íà ÷å íèé íà äðó ãèé

òåð ì³í ïîâ íî âà æåíü. Òî ãî æ ðî êó Ãå íå ðàëü íèé ñåê ðå òàð ³ Îð ãà í³ çà ö³ÿ Îá'ºä íà -
íèõ Íà ö³é áó ëè óäîñ òî º í³ Íî áå ë³â ñüêî¿ ïðå ì³¿ ìè ðó.
Â³ëü íî âî ëî ä³º àíã ë³é ñüêîþ, ôðàí öóçü êîþ, ê³ëü êî ìà àô ðè êàí ñüêè ìè ìî âà ìè.
Îä ðó æå íèé, ìàº òðüîõ ä³ òåé.

íà­éîìñ­òâî­ç­âà­øîþ­ãîñ­òèí­íîþ­çåì­ëåþ­ó­÷åð­âí³­ìè­íó­ëî­ãî
ðî­êó­ïå­ðå­êî­íà­ëî,­ùî­óê­ðà­¿í­ñüêà­äåð­æà­âà­ïå­ðå­áó­âàº­ó­ñòà­-
í³­ òðàí­ñôîð­ìà­ö³¿­ ³­ ïî­÷è­íàº­ â³­ä³ã­ðà­âà­òè­ íà­ëåæ­íó­ ðîëü­ ó

ìè­ðî­ëþá­í³é­îá’ºä­íà­í³é­ªâ­ðî­ï³.
Ç­÷à­ñó­çà­âåð­øåí­íÿ­Äðó­ãî¿­ñâ³­òî­âî¿­â³é­íè­ºâ­ðî­ïåé­ñüê³­íà­ö³¿

ïðàã­íó­ëè­ïîç­áó­òè­ñÿ­âî­éîâ­íè­÷î­ãî­íà­ö³­î­íà­ë³ç­ìó­³­óâ³é­òè­â­ìàé­-
áóò­íº­ç­â³ä­÷óò­òÿì­ãëè­áî­êî¿­â³ä­ïî­â³­äàëü­íîñ­ò³­çà­ïî­äàëü­øó­äî­ëþ
ñâî­¿õ­êðà­¿í,­ïî­âà­ãè­äî­ïðàâ­ëþ­äè­íè,­³í­òå­ðå­ñ³â­âñ³õ­íà­ðî­ä³â­ªâ­-
ðî­ïåé­ñüêî­ãî­êîí­òè­íåí­òó.­

Âèç­íà­÷àëü­íèì­ ó­ öüî­ìó­ ïðî­öå­ñ³­ ñòà­ëî­ ñòâî­ðåí­íÿ­ ºäè­íî­ãî
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ïðîñ­òî­ðó­äó­õîâ­íèõ­³­åêî­íî­ì³÷­íèõ­ö³í­íîñ­òåé,­ùî­äîç­âî­ëè­ëî­ªâ­-
ðî­ï³­äî­ñÿã­òè­íå­áà­÷å­íî­ãî­ïðîö­â³­òàí­íÿ­é­ ñòà­á³ëü­íîñ­ò³.­Êî­ëèø­í³
âî­ðî­ãè­ïî­÷à­ëè­ñï³â­ïðà­öþ­âà­òè­çà­ðà­äè­ìè­ðó.

Ï³ñ­ëÿ­çà­ê³í­÷åí­íÿ­«õî­ëîä­íî¿­â³é­íè»­êîð­äî­íè­ªâ­ðî­ïè­â³ä­êðè­-
ëè­ñÿ.­Ëþ­äè,­ÿêèõ­êî­ëèñü­ñêî­âó­âà­ëè­êî­ìàí­äíà­åêî­íî­ì³­êà­³­ïî­-
ë³­òè÷­í³­ïó­òà,­ïðàã­íó­ëè­çì³í­³­â³ä­âî­þ­âàí­íÿ­âëàñ­íî¿­ñâî­áî­äè.

Óê­ðà­¿­íà­ïî­ñ³­ëà­ã³ä­íå­ì³ñ­öå­ó­öèõ­ïðî­öå­ñàõ,­çä³é­ñíè­ëà­íå­ëåã­-
êèé,­àëå­ã³ä­íèé­íàñ­ë³­äó­âàí­íÿ­êðîê,­â³ä­ìî­âèâ­øèñü­â³ä­âè­êî­ðèñ­-
òàí­íÿ­ÿäåð­íî¿­çáðî¿,­ðå­ôîð­ìó­þ­÷è­åêî­íî­ì³­êó,­çà­î­õî­÷ó­þ­÷è­ïðè­-
âàò­íó­³í³­ö³­à­òè­âó,­³í­âåñ­òè­ö³é­í³­ïðî­öå­ñè.

Çâè­÷àé­íî,­íà­øëÿ­õó­³í­òåã­ðà­ö³¿­â­ºâ­ðî­ïåé­ñüêó­ñï³â­äðóæ­í³ñòü
ïå­ðåä­Óê­ðà­¿­íîþ­ïîñ­òà­ëî­÷è­ìà­ëî­ïå­ðåø­êîä­ÿê­ïî­ë³­òè÷­íî­ãî,­åêî­-
íî­ì³÷­íî­ãî,­òàê­ ³­ñî­ö³­àëü­íî­ãî­õà­ðàê­òå­ðó.­Âåëü­ìè­çíà­÷ó­ùèì­º­ ³
ïñè­õî­ëî­ã³÷­íèé­ôàê­òîð,­êî­ëè­çì³­íþ­ºòü­ñÿ­íà­ö³­î­íàëü­íà­é­îñî­áèñ­-
òà­ñâ³­äî­ì³ñòü.

Íà­ òë³­ öèõ­ íå­ìè­íó­÷èõ­ ïðî­öå­ñ³â­ ç­ îñîá­ëè­âîþ­ðå­ëüºô­í³ñ­òþ
âèñ­òó­ïà­þòü­âèç­íà­÷àëü­í³­ñóñ­ï³ëü­í³­ö³í­íîñ­ò³.­Îä­í³­ºþ­ç­íèõ­º­äå­-
ìîê­ðà­ò³ÿ.­Ïîâ­ñþä­íî­ëþ­äè­ö³­íó­þòü­âëàñ­íó­ñâî­áî­äó­âè­áî­ðó,­â³ä­-
÷ó­âà­þòü­íà­ãàëü­íó­ïîò­ðå­áó­ñêà­çà­òè­ñâîº­ñëî­âî­ïðè­ïðèé­íÿò­ò³­ð³­-
øåíü,­ÿê³­âïëè­âà­þòü­íà­¿õ­æèò­òÿ.­Ôàê­òè­ñâ³ä­÷àòü,­ùî­äå­ìîê­ðà­-
òè÷­í³­êðà­¿­íè­âêðàé­ð³ä­êî,­à­òî­é­í³­êî­ëè­íå­âî­þ­þòü­ì³æ­ñî­áîþ.
²­ ÷å­ðåç­ ìèð­íå­ âè­ð³­øåí­íÿ­ âíóò­ð³ø­í³õ­ ñó­ïå­ðå÷­íîñ­òåé­ äå­ìîê­ðà­-
òè÷­íèé­óñò­ð³é­ìî­æå­ñïðè­ÿ­òè­â³ä­âåð­íåí­íþ­ãðî­ìà­äÿí­ñüêèõ­â³éí.

Ïîò­ð³á­íî,­ùîá­ìèð­íà­ïå­ðå­äà­÷à­âëà­äè­ñòà­ëà­íîð­ìîþ,­ùîá­äå­-
ìîê­ðà­ò³þ­ íå­ ìîæ­íà­ áó­ëî­ çà­äó­øè­òè­ ï³ä­ñòóï­íè­ìè­ ìå­òî­äà­ìè,
ôàëü­­øó­âàí­íÿì­ ðå­çóëü­òà­ò³â­ âè­áî­ð³â,­ óï­ðàâ­ë³í­íÿì­ á³ëü­øîñ­ò³,
ÿêà­íå­ïå­ðåé­ìà­ºòü­ñÿ­ïðîá­ëå­ìà­ìè­ìåí­øîñ­ò³.

Äðó­ãà­êëþ­÷î­âà­ö³í­í³ñòü,­ÿêà­ëå­æèòü­â­îñ­íî­â³­ºâ­ðî­ïåé­ñüêî­ãî
äîñ­â³­äó­—­öå­ïëþ­ðà­ë³çì.­Ðîç­ìà­¿ò­òÿ­êóëü­òóð,­â³­ðîñ­ïî­â³­äàíü­òà
ïîã­ëÿ­ä³â­º­îä­íèì­ç­íàé­á³ëü­øèõ­äî­ñÿã­íåíü­ëþäñ­òâà.­Ñóñ­ï³ëüñ­-
òâà,­ÿê³­ñïî­â³­äó­þòü­ïëþ­ðà­ë³çì,­çðî­áè­ëè­íàé­á³ëüø­çíà­÷ó­ù³­êðî­-
êè­â­íàï­ðÿ­ì³­ ñòà­á³ëü­íîñ­ò³­ ³­ ïðîö­â³­òàí­íÿ.­Â­ åïî­õó­â³ä­êðè­òîñ­ò³
êîð­äî­í³â­òà­³í­ôîð­ìà­ö³é­íèõ­ïî­òî­ê³â­ïè­òàí­íÿ­ïî­ëÿ­ãàº­íå­â­òî­ìó,
÷è­ìà­þòü­ñóñ­ï³ëüñ­òâà­áó­òè­ïëþ­ðà­ë³ñ­òè÷­íè­ìè,­à­â­òî­ìó,­ÿê­íàé­-
êðà­ùå­âî­íè­ìî­æóòü­îð­ãà­í³­çó­âà­òè­ñï³­â³ñ­íó­âàí­íÿ­ð³ç­íèõ­ãðóï­íà­-
ñå­ëåí­íÿ­ç­ð³ç­íè­ìè­ïîã­ëÿ­äà­ìè­òà­³í­òå­ðå­ñà­ìè.

Óê­ðà­¿­íà­â³­ä³ã­ðàº­ïî­ì³ò­íó­ðîëü­íà­ì³æ­íà­ðîä­í³é­àðå­í³.­ß­âèñ­-
ëîâ­ëþþ­ óê­ðà­¿í­ñüêî­ìó­ íà­ðî­äî­â³­ â³ä­ ³ìå­í³­ ñâ³­òî­âî¿­ ñï³ëü­íî­òè
âäÿ÷­í³ñòü­ çà­ âíå­ñîê­ âà­øî¿­ äåð­æà­âè­ ó­ ìè­ðîò­âîð­÷ó­ ä³­ÿëü­í³ñòü,
ÿêó,­ÿ­ñïî­ä³­âà­þ­ñÿ,­Óê­ðà­¿­íà­é­äà­ë³­àê­òèâ­íî­ï³ä­òðè­ìó­âà­òè­ìå.
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Âíå­ñîê­Óê­ðà­¿­íè­—­îä­í³­º¿­ ç­äåð­æàâ-­çàñ­íîâ­íèöü­ÎÎÍ­—­ó
ñïðà­âó­ï³ä­òðè­ìàí­íÿ­ìè­ðó­òà­áåç­ïå­êè­ó­ñâ³­ò³­íå­îá­ìå­æó­ºòü­ñÿ­ìè­-
ðîò­âîð­÷³ñ­òþ.­Ê³ëü­êà­ðî­ê³â­òî­ìó­ïðåä­ñòàâ­íè­êà­âà­øî¿­êðà­¿­íè­áó­-
ëî­ îá­ðà­íî­ Ãî­ëî­âîþ­ Ãå­íå­ðàëü­íî¿­ Àñàì­áëå¿­ ÎÎÍ.­ Íå­ùî­äàâ­íî
Óê­ðà­¿­íó­ áó­ëî­ îá­ðà­íî­ äî­Êî­ì³­ñ³¿­ÎÎÍ­ ç­ ïðàâ­ ëþ­äè­íè.­ Âà­øà
äåð­æà­âà­º­÷ëå­íîì­Åêî­íî­ì³÷­íî¿­òà­Ñî­ö³­àëü­íî¿­Ðà­äè­ÎÎÍ.

Ó­öüî­ìó­êîí­òåê­ñò³­îñîá­ëè­âî­ãî­çíà­÷åí­íÿ­íà­áó­ëî­âè­äàí­íÿ­îá­-
ñÿ­ãî­âî­ãî­é­àâ­òî­ðè­òåò­íî­ãî­ùî­ð³÷­íè­êà­«Óê­ðà­¿­íà­äèï­ëî­ìà­òè÷­íà»,
ÿêèé­ì³ñ­òèòü­øè­ðî­êó,­äîê­ëàä­íó­é­äîñ­òî­â³ð­íó­³í­ôîð­ìà­ö³þ­ïðî
³íî­çåì­í³­ ïðåä­ñòàâ­íèö­òâà­ íà­ òå­ðå­í³­ Óê­ðà­¿­íè­ ³­ óê­ðà­¿í­ñüê³­—­ â
êðà­¿­íàõ­ñâ³­òó.­Êð³ì­òî­ãî,­â³í­íà­äàâ­ñâî¿­ñòî­ð³í­êè­ÿê­â³ò­÷èç­íÿ­-
íèì,­ òàê­ ³­ çà­ðó­á³æ­íèì­ äèï­ëî­ìà­òàì,­ ³ñ­òî­ðè­êàì,­ æóð­íà­ë³ñ­òàì-
­ì³æ­íà­ðîä­íè­êàì.­²­ùî­ï³ä­êó­ïàº­—­ùî­ð³÷­íèê­íå­ïðå­òåí­äóº­íà­³ñ­-
òè­íó­â­îñ­òàí­í³é­³íñ­òàí­ö³¿,­àëå­äàº­ïðîñ­ò³ð­äëÿ­ïëþ­ðà­ë³ç­ìó­äó­-
ìîê,­ñëó­ãóº­áëà­ãî­ðîä­íèì­ö³­ëÿì­ÎÎÍ.

Áà­æàþ­ùî­ð³÷­íè­êó­óñ­ï³­õ³â­³­ïðîö­â³­òàí­íÿ

The democracy — value of society

It­is­a­gre­at­ple­a­su­re­in­de­ed­to­be­vi­si­ting­Uk­ra­i­ne­at­this­ti­-
me­and­to­see,­firs­thand,­the­way­yo­ur­co­untry­is­be­ing­tran­sfor­-
med,­and­is­be­gin­ning­to­play­ its­pro­per­ro­le­ in­a­pe­a­ce­ful­and
uni­ted­Eu­ro­pe.

Sin­ce­the­end­of­the­Se­cond­World­War,­Eu­ro­pe­an­na­ti­ons­ha­-
ve­stri­ven­to­le­a­ve­be­hind­the­vi­ru­lent­na­ti­o­na­lisms­of­the­past,
so­as­to­en­ter­a­fu­tu­re­of­ac­co­un­tab­le­go­ver­nment,­res­pect­for­hu­-
man­rights,­and­con­ti­nen­tal­har­mony.­The­de­ci­si­ve­in­no­va­ti­on­in
this­qu­est­has­be­en­the­in­teg­ra­ti­on­of­se­pa­ra­te­na­ti­ons­in­to­a­sin­-
gle­spa­ce­of­sha­red­va­lu­es­and­eco­no­mic­op­por­tu­nity.­Un­der­this
man­tle,­and­des­pi­te­set­backs­and­im­per­fec­ti­ons,­Eu­ro­pe­has­ac­hi­-
e­ved­re­mar­kab­le­pros­pe­rity­and­sta­bi­lity.­Not­le­ast,­it­has­shown
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that­even­af­ter­the­most­des­truc­ti­ve­war­in­his­tory,­for­mer­ene­mi­-
es­co­uld­work­to­get­her­for­pe­a­ce.

Ho­we­ver,­of­the­bet­ter­part­of­half­a­cen­tury,­the­gre­at­pro­-
ject­of­Eu­ro­pe­an­co­o­pe­ra­ti­on­en­com­pas­sed­only­part­of­the­con­ti­-
nent­—­as­if­an­orc­hes­tra­was­for­ced­to­per­form­with­brass­but
no­ strings.­ Sin­ce­ the­ end­ of­ the­ Cold­War,­ that­ has­ chan­ged.
From­the­At­lan­tic­to­the­Urals,­from­the­Bal­tic­to­the­Black­Sea,
the­fron­ti­ers­of­Eu­ro­pe­ha­ve­ope­ned,­li­te­rally­and­me­tap­ho­ri­cally.
Pe­op­le­ on­ce­ held­ back­ by­ com­mand­ eco­no­mi­es­ and­ po­li­ti­cal
shack­les­de­man­ded­chan­ge,­and­suc­ce­e­ded­in­re­ga­i­ning­the­ir­fre­e­-
dom.

Uk­ra­i­ne­has­be­en­part­of­this­li­be­ra­ti­on.­It­has­ta­ken­the­en­-
lig­hte­ned­step­of­for­swe­a­ring­the­use­of­nuc­le­ar­we­a­pons.­It­is­re­-
for­ming­its­eco­nomy,­wor­king­hard­to­end­sta­te­mo­no­po­li­es­and
to­put­in­pla­ce­the­ru­les­and­re­gu­la­tory­fra­me­works­that­are­con­-
du­ci­ve­to­in­ves­tment­and­that­will­li­be­ral­the­cre­a­ti­ve­ener­gi­es­of
its­pe­op­le­by­re­war­ding­in­di­vi­du­al­ini­ti­a­ti­ve.­Uk­ra­i­ne­is­al­so­ma­-
king­over­the­mac­hi­nery­of­sta­te,­so­that­go­ver­nment­is­rep­re­sen­-
ta­ti­ve­of,­and­ac­co­un­tab­le­ to,­ the­pe­op­le.­You­par­li­a­men­ta­ri­ans
are­both­a­key­ma­ni­fes­ta­ti­on­of­this­tran­si­ti­on­and­among­its­most
im­por­tant­gu­ar­di­ans.

Of­co­ur­se,­the­pro­cess­of­Eu­ro­pe­an­in­teg­ra­ti­on­will­ta­ke­many
ye­ars­to­com­ple­te,­and­the­re­may­be­set­backs­along­the­ro­ad.­Al­-
re­ady,­we­can­ha­ve­se­en­how­com­pli­ca­ted­and­pa­in­ful­it­can­be.
The­re­are­ eco­no­mic­dif­fi­cul­ti­es,­ so­ci­al­ ten­si­ons,­po­li­ti­cal­ fal­lo­ut
and,­of­ten,­a­sen­se­of­de­eply­per­so­nal­di­so­ri­en­ta­ti­on­as­na­ti­o­nal
and­in­di­vi­du­al­iden­ti­ti­es­evol­ve­adapt.­What­is­vi­tal­as­the­pro­-
cess­mo­ves­ine­xo­rably­ahe­ad­is­that­Eu­ro­pe­sho­uld­re­ma­in­true­to
its­co­re­va­lu­es.

One­of­tho­se­va­lu­es­is­de­moc­racy.­The­prin­cip­le­of­de­moc­racy
is­now­uni­ver­sally­re­cog­ni­zed.­The­right­of­all­pe­op­le­to­ta­ke­part
in­the­go­ver­nment­of­the­ir­co­untry­thro­ugh­free­and­re­gu­lar­elec­-
ti­ons,­ens­hri­ned­I­ar­tic­le­21­o­the­Uni­ver­sal­Dec­la­ra­ti­on­of­Hu­-
man­Rights,­is­not­pe­cu­li­ar­to­any­cul­tu­re.­Pe­op­le­every­whe­re­va­-
lue­the­ir­fre­e­dom­of­cho­i­ce,­and­fe­el­the­ne­ed­to­ha­ve­a­say­in­de­-
ci­si­ons­af­fec­ting­the­ir­li­ves.­Inc­re­a­singly,­it­is­un­der­sto­od­that­de­-
moc­racy,­pro­perly­imp­le­men­ted,­pro­vi­des­the­best­gu­a­ran­tee­of­a
cli­ma­te­of­free­dis­cus­si­on,­in­which­the­va­ri­ed­gro­ups­and­in­di­vi­-
du­als­in­a­so­ci­ety­can­le­arn­from­each­ot­her­and­re­ach­ag­re­e­ment
on­ so­lu­ti­ons­ to­ the­ir­ com­mon­ prob­lems.­ Mo­re­o­ver,­ the­ re­cord
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shows­that­de­moc­ra­ti­cally­go­ver­ned­sta­tes­ra­rely­if­ever­ma­ke­war
on­one­anot­her.­And­by­pro­vi­ding­pe­a­ce­ful­ways­to­chan­nel­in­ter­-
nal­dis­sent,­de­moc­ra­tic­go­ver­nan­ce­ can­help­avert­ ci­vil­wars­ as
well.

One­of­ the­gre­at­chal­len­ges­ to­hu­man­kind­to­day­ is­ to­ma­ke
not­just­the­prin­cip­le­but­the­prac­ti­ce­of­de­moc­racy­equ­ally­uni­-
ver­sal.­Na­ti­ons­in­which­de­moc­racy­and­the­ru­le­of­law­are­al­re­-
ady­well­es­tab­lis­hed­ne­ed­to­be­vi­gi­lant­in­pre­ser­ving­that­ac­hi­e­-
ve­ment.­And­they­will­ne­ed­to­work­to­get­her­to­help­tho­se­whe­-
re­de­moc­racy­is­still­new­or­emer­ging­—­so­that­pe­a­ce­ful­tran­sfers
of­po­wer­will­be­co­me­the­norm,­and­so­that­de­moc­racy­can­not­be
sub­ver­ted­in­in­si­di­o­us­ways,­thro­ugh­the­slow­acc­re­ti­on­of­abu­ses
such­as­fla­wed­elec­ti­ons­and­ma­jo­rity­ru­le­that­ta­kes­lit­tle­ac­co­-
unt­of­mi­no­rity­con­cerns.­And­in­ca­ses­such­as­Uk­ra­i­ne,­whe­re­the
tran­si­ti­on­to­de­moc­racy­and­the­mo­ves­to­wards­mar­ket­eco­no­mi­-
es­are­oc­cur­ring­si­mul­ta­ne­o­usly,­we­must­be­awa­re­of­the­dan­ger
that­de­moc­racy­may­lo­se­sup­port­among­the­po­pu­la­ti­on­be­ca­u­se
of­the­so­ci­al­costs­as­so­ci­a­ted­with­the­tran­si­ti­on.­That­is­not­a­re­-
a­son­for­slo­wing­down­eit­her­set­of­re­forms;­it­is­re­a­son­to­ma­na­-
ge­its­so­ci­al­ef­fects­with­gre­at­ca­re.

A­se­cond­key­va­lue­at­the­he­art­of­the­Eu­ro­pe­an­ex­pe­ri­en­ce­is
plu­ra­lism.­Di­ver­sity­—­of­cul­tu­re,­be­li­ef­and­opi­ni­on­—­is­one­of
hu­ma­nity’s­ gre­a­test­ strengths.­ Mo­re­ and­ mo­re­ thro­ug­ho­ut­ the
world,­dif­fe­rent­pe­op­les­li­ve­si­de­by­si­de.­Rat­her­than­fe­ar­the­so-
­cal­led­ ot­her,­ in­di­vi­du­als­ and­ so­ci­e­ti­es­ ali­ke­ can­be­ en­ric­hed­by
the­se­new­con­tacts­and­re­la­ti­on­ships.­Eu­ro­pe’s­gre­at­suc­cess­can
be­att­ri­bu­ted­in­no­small­part­to­the­con­tri­bu­ti­ons­of­new­and­vib­-
rant­com­mu­ni­ti­es­of­mig­rants­from­all­over­the­world.­Even­on­an
in­di­vi­du­al­le­vel,­whet­her­we­re­cog­ni­ze­it­or­not,­we­our­sel­ves­are
all­the­pro­ducts­of­many­tra­di­ti­ons­and­inf­lu­en­ces,­our­iden­ti­ti­es
far­from­fi­xed.

So­ci­e­ti­es­that­emb­ra­ce­plu­ra­lism­and­di­ver­sity­ha­ve­ta­ken­so­-
me­of­the­most­cri­ti­cal­steps­to­wards­sta­bi­lity­and­pros­pe­rity.­A
con­sti­tu­ti­on­that­ens­hri­nes­the­prin­cip­le­of­equ­a­lity;­laws­that­gu­-
a­ran­tee­op­por­tu­nity­for­all;­ac­ti­ons­that­help­all­gro­ups­fe­el­that
they­be­long­to­so­ci­ety­and­that­so­ci­ety­be­longs­to­them­—­such
steps­are­the­es­sen­ce­of­de­moc­ra­tic­plu­ra­lism.­By­con­trast,­so­ci­e­-
ti­es­that­bu­ilds­walls­bet­we­en­pe­op­le,­that­shi­eld­pe­op­le­from­dif­-
fe­rent­re­alms­of­know­led­ge­and­ide­as­that­di­sen­fran­chi­se­mi­no­ri­-
ti­es­or­ot­her­wi­se­deny­any­ca­te­gory­of­pe­op­le­the­ir­rights,­end­up



den­ying­ them­sel­ves­ the­be­ne­fits­of­hu­ma­nity’s­ rich­en­dow­ment.
Plu­ra­lism­is­the­ine­vi­tab­le­fa­ce­of­the­new­Eu­ro­pe.­In­an­age­of
open­bor­ders­and­open­air­wa­ves,­the­qu­es­ti­on­is­not­whet­her­so­-
ci­e­ti­es­are­to­be­plu­ra­lis­tic,­but­rat­her­how­they­can­best­ma­na­ge
the­ co­e­xis­ten­ce­ of­many­dif­fe­rent­ gro­ups­with­ com­pe­ting­vi­ews
and­in­te­rests.

To­day,­I­wo­uld­li­ke­to­exp­ress­to­you­and­thro­ugh­you­to­the
Uk­ra­i­ni­an­pe­op­le­the­app­re­ci­a­ti­on­of­the­in­ter­na­ti­o­nal­com­mu­nity
to­the­con­tri­bu­ti­on­of­Uk­ra­i­ne­to­pe­a­ce­ke­e­ping­ope­ra­ti­ons.­Wit­h­-
o­ut­yo­ur­de­ci­si­on­tro­ops­co­uld­not­ha­ve­be­en­dep­lo­yed.­We­are
truly­gra­te­ful­for­yo­ur­sup­port­and­for­the­con­tri­bu­ti­on­of­Uk­ra­-
i­ne­in­this­im­por­tant­area.­Al­low­me­to­exp­ress­ho­pe­that­the­de­-
pu­ti­es­of­the­Ver­khov­na­Ra­da­will­con­ti­nue­to­enab­le­Uk­ra­i­ne­to
par­ti­ci­pa­te­ac­ti­vely­in­pe­a­ce­ke­e­ping­ac­ti­vi­ti­es.

Uk­ra­i­ne’s­con­tri­bu­ti­on­to­ in­ter­na­ti­o­nal­pe­a­ce­and­se­cu­rity­ is
not­li­mi­ted­to­pe­a­ce­ke­e­ping.­A­few­ye­ars­ago,­a­rep­re­sen­ta­ti­ve­of
yo­ur­co­untry­was­elec­ted­Pre­si­dent­of­the­Ge­ne­ral­As­sembly.­Uk­-
ra­i­ne­ was­ elec­ted­ as­ mem­ber­ of­ the­ Com­mis­si­on­ for­ Hu­man
Rights.­Ear­li­er,­it­was­elec­ted­as­a­mem­ber­of­the­Eco­no­mic­and
So­ci­al­Co­un­cil­for­a­thre­e-­ye­ar­term­which­be­gan­in­Ja­nu­ary­2002.

In­this­con­text­has­ac­qu­i­red­spe­ci­al­sig­ni­fi­ca­ti­on­by­the­edi­ti­-
on­ of­ vo­lu­me­ and­ com­pe­tent­ ye­ar-­bo­ok­ «Uk­ra­i­ne­ dip­lo­ma­tic»
which­is­con­ta­i­ning­ex­ten­si­ve,­cir­cum­stan­ti­al­and­aut­hen­tic­in­for­-
ma­ti­on­abo­ut­the­fo­re­ign­rep­re­sen­ta­ti­ons­at­Uk­ra­i­ne­as­the­Uk­rai­-
­ni­ans­rep­re­sen­ta­ti­ons­at­the­co­un­tri­es­of­world.

Mo­re­o­ver­ it­ gi­ves­ its­ pa­ges­ as­ a­na­ti­ve­dip­lo­mats­ so­ a­ fo­re­-
­igners­dip­lo­mats,­his­to­ri­ans­and­jo­ur­na­lists.

Be­si­des­ye­ar-­bo­ok­not­cla­ims­to­the­truth­at­the­last­ins­tan­ce
but­it­gi­ves­the­spa­ce­for­plu­ra­lism­of­vi­ews­and­ser­ves­to­ge­ne­-
ro­us­go­als­of­UN.­

I­wish­to­the­ye­ar-­bo­ok­prog­ress­and­pros­pe­rity.
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