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It notes that the terms "transformation", "reformation", "modernization" in the scientific pedagogical literature, are often used as synonyms 

rows. Despite the numerous interpretations, there is no unity in understanding of these concepts among scientists. 
Established that despite the wide using of the term "transformation" in the pedagogical literature, in fact the concept is not elaborated enough. 

In particular, the national pedagogical encyclopedic literature and vocabularies the term is absent. 
Analysis of the conceptual definitions about the problem in educational transformations by Ukrainian scientists in pedagogy helped us to 

identify the essential characteristics of the definitions which we research. The definition "transformation" includes the fundamental, structural, 
long-term, quality changes of the educational system with implementation of innovations. 

The essential characteristics of the deformational process are that it is mostly initiated and always carried by power authorities. Reformation – are 
changes occurring through reforms (reforms), which are characterized by a clear sense of purpose, without a radical transformation of the system. 

Determined that modernization – is part of a broader process (transformation or reformation), which characterized by updating, modernization, 
but not the entire system, but only some of its elements. 
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The phenomenon of "university autonomy" is disclosed in scientific and political debates of the early XIX – XX centuries (M.Kostomarov, 
V.Lenin, M.Pyrogov, M.Speransky, S.Trubetskoj etc.), general content of the statutes of the Imperial University (1804, 1835, 1863, 1884)  and practice 
of Kharkov (1804), Kiev (1834) and Novorossiysk (1865) universities. 

In the history of higher education various models of university life are known: from the broadest autonomy to direct rule by the state or other 
patronage authorities. 

The classical model of the university provides broad autonomy and self-regulation. In each country autonomy was treated and is treated differ-
ently, that's why we can speak about it like a certain generalized concept that involves obtaining educational institutions of various freedoms. 
Overall under university autonomy we mean "self-regulation of the University". 

Today Ukraine is in a situation of overcoming the consequences of centralized ruling of higher education and developing those features of academic life 
that can provide the liberalization of higher education. The law "On Higher Education" (2014) establishes the academic, organizational and financial auton-
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omy of the university. The University should get the intrinsic value, to counterbalance current status – the institution that provides services to many social 
institutions. According to that, it is necessary to harmonize priorities in educational policy, public interests, goals and objectives of the University itself. Only 
then the University can act as an equal partner in the relationship with the state, civil society, labor market and the individual. 

Connecting to that it is important to determine the paradigmatic trends that define and generate a variety of differentiated University models: 
1) education – research; 2) training – education; 3) nursing (state-regulation) – autonomy (self-regulation). The principle of autonomy is thoroughly 
protected by modern university, as it was protected throughout the period of formation and development. 

This is required by the need to maintain the academic status that allows developing the science, cultivating intellectual elite, forming the spiri-
tual potential of society. Autonomy stays the foundation of university life, but today it is highly necessary to redefine considering deeper University 
integration with economy, labor market and program of nation development. Universities are facing the challenge to prove that they can make a 
significant contribution to economic and social development of society, fulfilling the government, international target programs, however, while 
maintaining academic freedom in realization of scientific research, development of intelligence and culture. 

Keywords: university, autonomy, academic freedom, self-regulation, liberalization, decentralization of higher education. 
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