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Zalietok N. 
REGULATION OF WOMEN'S SERVICE IN THE ARMED FORCES 

DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
 

The Second World War, which became the largest armed conflict in the history 
of the human community, was marked by a significant shift in the gender roles in the 
societies of many of its members during the military campaign from the point of 
view of women's history. The British and Soviet governments considered women an 
important resource for strengthening armies during 1939-1945. Great Britain was the 
first country to implement the conscription of women in 1941, and the Soviet Union 
was the first to make them soldiers of the regular army. The purpose of the article is 
to analyse the peculiarities of the conscription of women for service in the armed 
forces of Great Britain and the USSR during the Second World War.  

The author concludes that during the Second World War, Great Britain and the 
Soviet Union were forced to announce the conscription of women into the armed 
forces and to work in the military industry. The nature of the military campaign in 
each of these countries has great impact on the peculiarities of women's conscription. 
For example, in Great Britain the shortage of personnel in combat positions in the 
army and navy was not as severe as in the USSR, so its conscription was aimed at 
recruiting women to serve in the armed forces, mostly without participation in combat. 
Although the exception in this case were female members of some air defence units 
and the Special Operations Executive. In the Soviet Union, on the other hand, the 
catastrophic losses at the front in the first years of the war necessitated personnel in 
both non-combat and combat positions, and in this country women were sent to the 
front lines without much reservation. 

In both countries,  the mobilization of women was the result  of  a lack of male 
resources, and it was a forced step for their governments. Both governments increased 
the number of women serving in the military and auxiliary organizations gradually, 
as required, involving them in different types of troops. It was a common practice to 
replace men by women in non-combat positions in order to release the former for the 
front. If one compares the lists of positions called for by British women and residents 
of the USSR, they can find many similar ones.   

Keywords: women, conscription, World War II, Great Britain USSR. 
  


